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Membership Information 

Types of Memberships and Membership Application forms are available on the LCA website 
www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org 

 
A subscription to Headlions for a non-club member is $20.00 per year. 

Your thoughts and comments are welcome and encouraged as well as articles, photos and ads for the newsletter.  
Please send your submissions via email to: lcaheadlions@gmail.com 

The editor reserves the right to edit or return submissions. 
 

Headlions is published quarterly 

Ad Deadline                                                   Publication Date 

February 2010                                               March 2010                   

Westminster Issue* 

May  2010                                                      June 2010 

August  2010                                                 September 2010                   

National Specialty Issue* 

November  2010                                            December 2010              

Eukanuba* 

Covers for March, September and December 2010 are reserved 

for the Westminster, AKC/Eukanuba and National Specialty 

winners.   

As we are digital we can be more flexible with deadlines and will 

do what we can to accommodate your requests. 

Advertising Rates: 

All payments are to be sent to Dee Gardinier, Treasurer, made 

payable to Lowchen Club of America.   

Note all pictures are now in color.  All ads submitted as part of 

“Insights” series are discounted 50%.  There is also a 50% 

discount for ads submitted by our Junior Members. 

Outside front cover                          $100.00 

Inside  full page                             $70.00 

Inside  half page                            $50.00 

Above based rates based on submission of 1 photo    

Each additional photo                    $10.00  

Business Cards – 4 Issue                     $30.00 

Brags, Rainbow Bridge and Litter Announcements                                                

free to members     $25.00 to non-members 

 
 

Assistance is available for developing your ad thanks to the talent of Donna Jones  bichons@southbell.net 
Note all pictures must be submitted as jpg’s and not embedded in your message. 
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Our sincere thanks to the following advertisers in this issue: 
 

Lynn Pettengill – Cover/Page 1 
Donna Jones – Page 11 

Gillian Robertson – Page 12 
Jean Shepherd & Lorrie Jorgenson– Page 19 

Carol Strong – Page 32 
Bihar, Windsor, Tapestry, Dungloe – Page 47 

 

 

 

The Lowchen Club of America is not responsible for nor does it necessarily agree with opinions expressed in Headlions, either in 

articles or in advertisements.  Headlions is not responsible for the accuracy of received material; those submitting material to the 

publication are asked to please proofread copy for correctness before sending. No part of this magazine may be reproduced in any 

medium without the written permission of the current editor 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Submitted by Debbie King 

 

Committee   Chair   Phone    Email address Board Liaison 

Awards  Gillian Robertson 519-859-3724      gillian17@gmail.com President 
Breeder Referral Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com  
Breed Standard Jon Kimes 816-289-8778 jonkimes@gmail.com Cheryl Hatchell 
Headlions  Gillian Robertson        591-859-3724 

Can.   
lcaheadlions@gmail.com Debbie King 

Health Wendy Russell 253-904-8422 kharayork@aol.com  
Historian Dana Read 951-222-0303   
Judges Education Susa Williams 660-827-4210 desusa42@iland.net  
Judges Selection Elaine Saxon 309-234-0292 oeslady@att.net Glenda Martin 
Membership Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com Corresponding Sec. 
Legislative Cheryl Hatchell 843-814-0726 chatchell@comcast.net  
Life Cycles To Be Determined    
Nat’l Specialty 2011 Dee Gardinier 315-697-3124 Phipps@vplp.net  
Nominatiing 2010 Nadine Pelleschi 570-326-2924   
Performance Barbara Cecil  713-464-7369 BBcecil@aol.com  
Policy Committee Dana Read 352-589-1078 otakalhasas@aol.com Donna Jones 
Rescue Suzanne Solin 847-526-1071  threepupmom@aol.com Cheryl Hatchell 
Ways & Mean 
Committee    

Mary Billman      248-627-3890             mcbillman@charter.net Donna Jones 

Website Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com Corresponding Sec. 
              

For questions, or concerns, please contact the chairperson to the committee, or contact the Director in your area. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE       

  

Dear Löwchen Lovers: 

 

Congratulations to all of our new champions and welcome to the world to our newest arrivals!  
Congratulations to our 2010 NATIONAL SPECIALTY WINNERS!  PHOTOS!!! 
 
Articles from Directors are needed each month.  They are, of course, not required but would 
be so helpful to the membership to know what is happening in their areas.  New litters, new 

champions, fun shows, etc.  In addition, it would be great if all of the committee chairs could submit a brief article on 
what is happening with their committee.  Some Chairs are doing this already. 
  
Each member is welcome to submit tips on grooming, funny stories about "on the way to the show" not mentioning any 
names of course, except your own, such as Barbara Cecil's stories about her dogs.   
  
Headlions IS your submissions, your photos, your ads. 
  
I'm sure you will find this issue to be particularly informative.  Our Corresponding Secretary, Don Roback, attended the 
2010 AKC Parent Club Conference in Raleigh, North Carolina.  His report contains terrific suggestions for our club to 
consider for future Nationals and for the good of the club in general.   
  
There are two articles that hit on the health of our Lowchen.  First, Wendy Russell, Health Chair, discusses PRA and 
the article from Danielle Tallman, R. Ph., reports on medications, their uses and possible side effects.  Information I'm 
sure we can all use. 
  
I encourage all to be sure to read Jon Kimes contribution on the state of animal welfare in this country.  In that same 
vein, I would suggest that all of our members become aware of what the animal laws are in your own communities.  
Become aware of what laws may be coming up for discussion or a vote before your local town or county counsel and 
get involved.  Let your voice be heard. 
  
AKC has a link where you can track legislation around the country.  I encourage all members to take a look at this link.  
It's surprising how many attempts there have been to limit ownership and/or limit an individual's right to own an intact 
dog. 

http://www.akc.org/canine_legislation 
  
In closing, most of you have learned of Barbara Cecil's recent loss of her beloved, Pistol, after a very short illness.  
Recently, Barbara regaled many of us on one of the online lists with stories of Pistol's exploits and adventures and with 
her permission they have been republished in Headlions for all to read and remember a dog who's feats in the 
performance ring entertained and amazed us all.  We wanted to have a Pistol for our own.. heck, we wanted to BE 
Pistol!!   
He's waiting at the Bridge with Herb. 
  
Cheryl Hatchell 

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!!! 

Stand alone Meet The Breed In NY 

   

The AKC is holding a Stand alone Meet The Breed at Jacob Javits Convention Center in New York City on October 16 
and 17, 2010. Sponsored by Pet Partners Inc,  We are looking for someone to represent our breed,  If there is 
someone available please contact Cheryl Hatchell.    
  
NOTICE REC’D: 
 
Your Parent Club is invited to participate by hosting a Parent Club informational booth. We ask that you bring 
educational materials, at least three club members and adult dogs and puppies over four months of age. 
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You may decorate your booth space to depict information about your breed, for example, country of origin, historical 
purpose and function, and attributes as a family pet. A contest will be held for Best Booth in Show with prizes awarded 
on Sunday afternoon. 
 
Parent Clubs will receive a complimentary booth space with all the necessary amenities: draped tables, chairs, 
complimentary admission for booth volunteers, and individual signage custom made with your breed's name. In 
addition we will provide a stipend for lunch and a donation will be provided to each parent club to assist in the cost of 
participants' travel related expenses such as parking and gas. If the Parent Club participates in the AKC Breed Flyer 
program, we will have copies of this document reproduced and available for you to distribute to the public. 
 
 
This year, we will have a larger floor plan and will offer many more breeds the opportunity to have an expanded 10 x 
20 booth. 
 
NOTE: Cathy Boettcher - boetderhaus1@yahoo.com  is putting on a Meet the Breeds in Chicago in February of 2011 
and is looking for items for the raffle.  Please get hold of Cathy if you can assist. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ON LINE BOARD MEETING NEWS 

June 2010 

 

June 1, 2010, meeting called to order by the President.   
 
Present: Cheryl Hatchell, Don Roback, Debbie King, Earlemarie Dingel, John Taylor, Denise Schiele, Glenda Martin, 
Donna Jones, Dee Gardinier & Carol Strong.   
 
Motion made by Carol Strong to accept the Treasurer’s Report for May 2010. 
2

nd
 by Cheryl Hatchell 

 
Yes votes:  Carol Strong, Donna Jones, Cheryl Hatchell, Don Roback, Glenda Martin, John Taylor, Earlemarie Dingel, 
Debbie King and Denise Schiele 
. 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Glenda Martin to nominate Gary Nordhal as Mountain Director to replace Joni Weed. 
2

nd
 by Donna Jones 

 
Yes votes:  Donna Jones, Don Roback, John Taylor, Carol Strong, Glenda Martin, Earlemarie Dingel, Dee Gardinier, 
Cheryl Hatchell and Debbie King. 
 

Not on our LCA Members Yahoo Group? 

 
You are missing out on news, topics of interest, and other fun stuff. 

Join today, contact Donna Jones at 

bichons@bellsouth.net 



 8 

 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Authorization request to the Board, requested by Gillian Robertson to reduce advertising rates for Jr. Handlers to 
$35.00 a page in Headlions. 
 
AUTHORIZATION GRANTED BY MAJORITY VOTE 

 
Nomination made by Debbie King to appoint Louise Sowers as an Alternate on the Nominating Committee. 
2

nd
 by Debbie King 

 
Yes votes:  Donna Jones, John Taylor, Don Roback, Carol Strong, Cheryl Hatchell and Debbie King. 
NOMINATION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Glenda Martin to accept the Recording Secretary’s Minutes for May 2010. 
2

nd
 by Don Roback 

 
Yes votes:  Don Roback, Earlemarie Dingel, Glenda Martin, John Taylor, Donna Jones, Dee Gardinier and Denise 
Schiele. 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion by Don Roback to form Ad Hoc Committee and discuss criteria for Performance Awards to be presented at the 
National. 
 
2

nd
 by Glenda Martin 

 
Yes votes:  Glenda Martin, Earlemarie Dingel, John Taylor, Donna Jones, Don Roback & Denise Schiele. 
 
Meeting adjourned.  
 
Debbie King  
Recording Secretary 
 
 

ANNUAL BOARD MEETING JULY 2010  Omaha, NE 
July 2010 

 
July 16, 2010, meeting called to order by Glenda Martin, Vice President. 
Present: Glenda Martin, Debbie King, Denise Schiele, Dee Gardinier, Donna Jones, Don Roback, John Taylor and 
Carol Strong. 
 
Motion made by Dee Gardinier to accept the Recording Secretary’s minutes for June2010. 
2nd by Don Roback 
 
Yes votes: Glenda Martin, Denise Schiele, Donna Jones, Don Roback, John Taylor, Carol Strong and Dee Gardinier. 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Don Roback to accept the Treasurer’s report for June 2010. 
2nd by Debbie King 
 
Yes votes: Glenda Martin, Debbie King, Denise Schiele, Donna Jones, Don Roback, John Taylor and Carol Strong. 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Don Roback to appoint Dana Read as Historian. 
2nd by John Taylor 
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Yes votes: Glenda Martin, Debbie King, Denise Schiele, Donna Jones, Don Roback, John Taylor, Carol Strong and 
Dee Gardinier 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Don Roback to fund one experienced person to staff the Meet the Breeds Booth with Earlemarie 
Dingel at the 2010 Eukanuba Show, not to exceed $1,000.00. 
2nd by Donna Jones 
 
Yes votes: Glenda Martin, Debbie King, Denise Schiele, Donna Jones, Don Roback, John Taylor, Carol Strong & Dee 
Gardinier. 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Don Roback to form an AD HOC Committee for organization of Breed Booths. 
2nd by Donna Jones 
 
Yes votes: Donna Jones, Glenda Martin, Debbie King, Denise Schiele, Don Roback, John Taylor, Carol Strong & 
 Dee Gardinier. 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 
 

 

Our Ruby Anniversary Celebrations are coming…….. 

 

 
    

….….….….join us in Syracuse, New York, November 2011     

.     
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TREASURERS REPORT 
Submitted by: Dee Gardinier 
 

LCA Treasurers Report -June  2010 
     

Expenses   Balance @ May 2010  $18,320.70  

None        

  $           -     Profit:  $     357.60  

     

Deposits:   Balance forward:  $18,678.30  

June 25th  $    357.50     

Bank Error  $       0.10   Breakdown of funds:  

Total Deposits:  $    357.60   Health & Research  $11,601.69  

   Trophy Fund  $  1,102.41  

Explanation of deposits:   Rescue  $  2,701.38  

Headlions Advertising  $    332.50   LCA  $  3,272.82  

Membership  $      25.00   Balance:  $18,678.30  

Total Deposits:  $    357.50     

Bank Error  $       0.10     

Total Deposits:  $    357.60     
 
 

LCA Treasurers Report  - July  2010 
     

Expenses   Balance @ June  2010  $18,678.30  

Mary Billman - Awards  $      55.55     

Eugene Blake - Judges Expense  $    232.49   Profit:  $  1,032.20  

John Taylor - Reimbursement  $      99.85     

Comfort Inn - Banquet  $ 1,661.91   Total  $19,710.50  

Total  $ 2,049.80     

     

Deposits:   Balance forward:  $19,710.50  

June 25th  $    357.50     

Bank Error  $       0.10   Breakdown of funds:  

Total Deposits:  $    357.60   Health & Research  $11,601.69  

   Trophy Fund  $  1,102.41  

Explanation of deposits:   Rescue  $  2,701.38  

July 8th  $      65.00   LCA  $  4,305.02  

July 30th  $ 3,017.00   Balance:  $19,710.50  

Total Deposits:  $ 3,082.00     

Details of Deposits made:     

Breeder Referral  $      20.00     

Headlions  $    145.00     

Membership  $      40.00     

Banquet  $    175.00     

Breed Seminar  $    105.00     

Catalog Sales  $      60.00     

Silent Auction  $    476.00     

Auction   $ 1,966.00     

Posters  $      95.00     

  $ 3,082.00     
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LCA Treasurers Report  - August  2010 
     

Expenses   Balance @ June  2010  $19,710.50  

Gillian Robertson    Correction  $       (0.02) 

2009 Awards & Headlions  $    189.16     

   Total  $19,710.48  

Total  $    189.16     

   Profit  $      12.84  

Deposits:   Balance forward:  $19,723.32  

August 23rd  $    202.00     

   Breakdown of funds:  

Total Deposits:  $    202.00   Health & Research  $11,601.69  

   Trophy Fund  $  1,102.41  

Explanation of deposits:   Rescue  $  2,701.38  

Headlions Advertising  $    105.00   LCA  $  4,317.84  

Auction National  $      97.00   Balance:  $19,723.32  

Total Deposits:  $    202.00     

Less Expenses:  $   (189.16)    

Profit  $      12.84     

Please note correction made to last month (July) for Comfort Inn check correction $1661.93 not .91 
 

 

 

 

 
Lobby at Comfort Inn, Omaha, NE 
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Report on the 2010 AKC Parent Club Conference 
Submitted by: Don Roback 
Corresponding Secretary, LCA 

 
The American Kennel Club sponsored the Parent Club Conference on August 27-29, 2010 in Raleigh, NC – about 15 
minutes from my house - which certainly made it convenient.  In addition to several great talks given over the 
weekend, there was a reading room filled with parent club-specific literature such as Codes of Ethics, newsletters and 
a compiled rescue survey (thanks to Suzanne Solin for filling out ours!).  Unfortunately the LCA didn’t contribute any 
other documents for which I take the blame.  Next Parent Club Conference we’ll have plenty of examples of our club 
literature in the reading room!  I must admit to having had reservations about representing the LCA at this conference 
which is largely attended by breeders and long-time parent club officers.  At the end, however, I was very glad I went 
because I attending some excellent lectures and got a better feel for how other clubs operate. 
 
Below is a short summary of my experience at the conference in addition to some bulleted points that I think are 
especially relevant to our club. 
 
Since the activities on Friday night, Aug 27 were informal, I didn’t actually attend any sessions until Saturday morning, 
August 28.  The first session of the day consisted of short talks given by several AKC leaders.  One bonus to having 
the conference in Raleigh is thatb many local employees were able to attend and mingle with the parent club 
representatives.  Some highlights of this session:  Dennis Sprung reviewed several activities sponsored by the 
American Kennel Club including 
 
→ 36,000 people attended the Meet The Breeds event in New Your City in 2009: we need to have a booth this 
year in October! 
 
John Lyons talked at length about a new pilot program to identify breeders of merit.  There are several requirements to 
be name an AKC Breeder of Merit such as length of time showing in AKC events, number of titled dogs, etc.  A 
recipient will be able to display the designation on their registrations, for example.  The program will begin enrolling 
breeders on October 1, 2010.  See details on the AKC website sometime in September. 
 
Mike Liosis next spoke about several aspects of breed parent clubs including tax designations, licensure and treasurer 
responsibilities.  All this information can be found on the AKC website. 
 
Robin Stansell introduced several local employees from the Event Operations staff.  Many of the names are familiar to 
those of us that show dogs in performance or conformation.  
 
Lisa Peterson spoke next about communications issues.  She noted that there are several nice articles (password 
protected) on the AKC website that parent clubs can use in their newsletters.  Headlions editor Gillian Robertson 
knows about these and a few may be showing up in our publication soon. 
 
Other speakers included Mari-Beth O’Neill from customer service, Margaret Poindexter who is the AKC general 
counsel, David Roberts from Registration and Allen Katter who is a board member talking about the AKC political 
action committee. 
 
The next session was split.  I attended the Financial Aspects of Club Operations session (and so missed the Impact of 
Declining Registrations session).  This was an interesting session for me since I have little or no training in these types 
of things.  The speakers talked at length about function of the club treasurer and what can go wrong if the wrong 
person is in that position.  I will go on record here as saying that Dee Gardinier should be made LCA Treasurer for Life, 
but since she refuses to accept that, we need to have some safeguards in place.  For example, is the LCA Treasurer 
bonded?  The AKC is currently establishing group rates to offer parent clubs for treasurer bonding – the rate to clubs 
should be around $300/yr.  The next speaker, Ed Sledzik, is well-known as a law consultant to dog clubs to help with 
accounting and tax issues.  He spent a lot of time on tax designations such as 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4) and 501(c)(7).  I 
cannot claim to understand those designations any better than before the talk, but I have some handouts if anybody is 
interested.   
 
 
 



 15 

 
 
→ Do we have the tax status that is appropriate for our club? Should our treasurer be bonded? 
 
After lunch and a general session on using the AKC website effectively, I attended an excellent session on improving a 
national specialty show.  The speaker made several good points including forming a standing committee, selecting 
cities, and negotiating prices.  I think his best point was the following: 
 
→When organizing a National, use the local Convention and Visitors Bureau to aid in getting competitive 
pricing, determining local resources, promoting the show and providing material such as transportation, 
bleachers and tenting. 
 
He also gave us many ideas for fund raisers to be held during the specialty itself.   
 
Since I live in the area, I did not attend the Saturday evening dinner or informal workshops.  I attended to my pooch 
instead. 
 
Sunday’s early talks took on a different tone than those of Saturday.  The first speaker was Patti Strand who is not only 
a long-standing AKC board member, but also the founder and national director of the National Animal Interest Alliance 
(NAIA).  She gave an excellent review of the history of animal activism starting in the 1970s.  She also listed what she 
sees as the challenges we face as dog breeders, owners and handlers and how we can adapt to the tactics the animal 
activists are using.   This talk was followed up by a talk from AKC Legislative Analyst Phil Guidry who told how parent 
clubs can successfully organize and mobilize a grassroots program to fight off legislative challenges.  The easiest thing 
we can all do is to get some face to face time with legislators.  This doesn’t mean we need to see a US Senator to 
make our point – even making our point to local legislators can help avoid restrictive legislation from passing. How 
about this? 
 
→Invite a local legislator to a dog show.  Maybe he or she can even present the Best of Breed title at the end.  
While there, make sure he or she sees how we interact with our dogs and how committed we are to canine 
welfare 
 
Later Sunday morning we had talks from two representatives of the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) and 
another veterinarian from Illinois all talking about canine health including the following important points: 
 
→Breed standards are fine: we just need to breed to them 
 
This speaker talked about how bad Labrador retriever breedings are diverging from the standard.  Nobody in the 
audience needed any convincing.  Some other highlights relevant to LCA from these talks: 
 
→Every breed club should have a flyer for the AKC website which goes to new registrants.  We don’t have 
one! 
 
→Interesting podcasts called Genome Barks are available on iTunes.  These shows talk about various canine 
health topics. 
 
Also, the Canine Health Information Center (CHIC) is accumulating a DNA repository.  They currently have 
approximately 10,000 samples from 150 breeds in their possession but need many more.  CHIC is willing to fun half 
the collection costs if we: 
 
→ Offer a DNA collection clinic at our National Specialties. 
 
CHIC is especially in need to samples from dogs with genetic problems.  If you have such a dog, please consider 
bringing them to the 2011 National for collection or get him or her collected at your local veterinarian’s office. 
 
The last session was concerned with revising breed standards.  Jon Kimes kindly supplied me with extensive notes 
from the LCA’s recent experience modifying our Lowchen standards.  I was part of a panel discussion where Mari-Beth 
O’Neill from the AKC talked generally about the process of changing standards and then three of us gave a short talk 
on our specific process and experience.  Perhaps because ours went so smoothly (Mari-Beth recounted a 
conversation with Jon where he mentioned that our board problems were causing our revision process to slow down, 
ahem) or because I was reading Jon’s notes and had no direct experience, no hard questions came my way. 
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At the end of the conference on Sunday afternoon, I was glad that my trip home would be short, but a little 
disappointed that the conference was over.  I enjoyed it much more than I anticipated and I learned quite a bit about 
how other clubs work, how the AKC fits in to what we do and how the Lowchen Club of America can improve itself in 
the future. 

 

Quest Centre – Omaha, NE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos by Suzanne Kammann 
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HEALTH SECTION: 

 

PRA - Progressive Retinal Atrophy 
By: Wendy Russell, Health Chair 
 
PRA is the name for several diseases of the eye that are progressive and lead to blindness in dogs.  It is an inherited 
condition that has been documented in over 100 breeds. 
 
The eye takes in light/images through the lens in the center of the iris.  The retina, which lines the inside of the eye 
takes those images and converts them to signals which travel down the optic nerve to the brain. 
 
Signs of PRA vary.  Night vision is usually affected first and progresses to failed daytime vision.  There are sometimes 
personality changes as the disease progresses and the eyesight worsens.  Owners sometimes notice a dilation of the 
pupil but diagnosis can only be made by a opthalmic  exam by a veterinary specialist.  If there are no abnormalities the 
dog can be certified through the Canine Eye Registration Foundation (CERF) 
 
There is no treatment so breeders must work to prevent this disease.  It is genetically recessive.  Puppies from parents 
with no history of the disease and certified free of PRA will have less risk of developing the disease.  Affected animals 
and their littermates should not be bred.   Two recessives are stronger than dominant genes. 
 

Affected dogs bred to affected dogs will produce affected and carriers. 
Affected dogs bred to carriers will produce affected  and carriers. 

Carriers bred to carriers will produce affected and carriers. 
Carriers bred to clear will produce carriers and non-affected 

Clears bred to clears will produce non-affected 
 
A dog can test clear and still be a carrier.  This is why careful breeding is so important in our breed and the only way 
we can make wise breeding decisions is by breeders being open with their test results.  There is no shame in having a 
PRA affected dog, we ALL have PRA behind our dogs.  The shame is in not working hard to eradicate this devastating 
disease.    
 
Getting yearly eye exams should be mandatory for all breeding animals.  In Lowchen, the disease has an early onset 
so it can be assumed that if no eye changes are noted by the age of three that the dog is clear.  However, there are 
exceptions to the rule.  PRA with a later onset could be related to aging of the eye.   

 

 
Ten Common Human Medications That Are Harmful to Dogs  
By Danielle Tallman, R.Ph 

 

There are many human medications that are perfectly safe for human use that are dangerous, and sometimes even 
deadly, for use in dogs.  I will cover 10 of the most common medication classes below.  I will attempt to provide the 
most common medications in each class, but please remember this will by no means be an exhaustive list.  It is 
recommended to always keep any medications away from places where your dog may be able to gain access them.  If 
an accidental ingestion does occur please consult with your veterinarian right away.  

 
NSAIDs 

NSAIDs (non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs) are among the most dangerous medications to dogs.  This class of 

medications includes many drugs.  Common over-the-counter (OTC) medications in this class include aspirin (Bayer, 

Ecotrin), ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin, Motrin IB, Nuprin), and naproxen sodium (Aleve, Anaprox).  Common prescription 

medications in this class are Celebrex, Mobic, Arthrotec, Voltaren (diclofenac sodium), Relafen (nabumetone), and 

Feldene (piroxicam).  These are toxic to dogs even in small doses.  They can experience stomach and intestinal ulcers as 

these medications reduce the protective mucus lining in the stomach.  They also metabolize slowly in dogs increasing  

the risk of toxic levels being achieved.   Some signs of NSAID toxicity are abdominal pain, blood in the stool (stool may 

appear to be black and tarry if the blood is digested), vomiting, and lethargy.   
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Acetaminophen 

Acetaminophen is most commonly known by the brand name Tylenol.  It is important to remember that acetaminophen 

is common in medications you may not realize, such as most OTC cold medications and common prescription pain 

medications such as Lortab, Vicodin, Darvocet-N, and Percocet.     This medication can cause liver damage and, if the 

dose is high enough, it can also cause red blood cell damage.   Some common signs of toxicity are progressive 

depression, vomiting, abdominal pain, and dark-colored urine. 

 

Antidepressants 

There are many medications in this class.  Some of the most commonly prescribed are amitriptyline (Elavil), bropropion 

(Wellbutrin SR and XL),  citalopram (Celexa), fluoxetine (Prozac), Lexapro, paroxetine (Paxil), sertraline (Zoloft), and 

venlafaxine (Effexor, Effexor XR).  This class of medication can cause vomiting and lethargy.  Some antidepressants can 

cause serotonin syndrome, which is a condition marked by agitation, elevated body temperature, heart rate, and blood 

pressure, disorientation,  vocalization, tremors, and seizures. 

 

ADD/ADHD medications 

This is yet another class of medications that is very broad.  Some of the most common are Concerta, Adderall, and 

Ritalin (methylphenidate).  These medications act as stimulants in dogs.  This can lead to dangerously high heart rates, 

blood pressure, and body temperature.  Seizures and tremors can also occur.   

 

Fluorouracil 

Carac and Efudex are two common brand names of this anti-cancer drug.  It is a topical cream that is used to treat minor 

skin cancers and solar keratinitis in humans.  However, it is rapidly fatal to dogs if ingested.  I include it on this list not 

because it is particularly common but because it is rapidly fatal to dogs if ingested.  Even the small amount left on a 

cotton ball or Q-Tip used for application can cause death if licked or ingested.  Signs are severe vomiting, seizures, and 

cardiac arrest. 

 

Anti-Diabetic medications 

This class of medication is both extremely common and extremely large.  A small sampling of common medications 

includes glyburide (Diabeta), metformin (Glucophage), Avandia, Actos, and glipizide (Glucotrol).  These medications can 

cause a severe drop in blood sugar.  Some signs of ingestion include disorientation, lack of coordination, and seizures. 

 

Pseudoephedrine 

Most commonly known by the brand name Sudafed, pseudoephedrine is also common in many OTC cold medications as 

well as many allergy medications.  Any medication that has a “-D” in its name contains this medication.  Common 

examples are Claritin-D and Zyrtec-D.   Sinus relief products also usually contain pseudoephedrine.  This product is a 

stimulant that is similar to caffeine.  It can cause elevated heart rates and blood pressure.  Body temperature may 

increase and seizures may occur. 

 

Vitamin D derivatives 

Vitamin D is an increasingly prescribed medication.  Even small exposures to this medication can cause life-threatening 

spikes in blood calcium levels in dogs.  It is particularly dangerous because symptoms often don’t present for 24 hours or 

more after ingestion.  This time lapse makes it difficult to recognize.  Signs of exposure include vomiting, loss of 

appetite, increased urination, and thirst due to kidney failure. 
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Baclofen 

Baclofen is a muscle relaxant.  This medication can impair the central nervous system.  Some signs that ingestion has 

occurred are significant depression, disorientation, vocalization, seizures, and coma.  Death can follow.   

 

Isoniazid 

This is another medication not particularly common but very dangerous.  It is often the first line of defense medication 

against tuberculosis.  Dogs cannot metabolize this medication and this makes it extremely toxic for them.  It can cause a 

rapid onset of severe seizures and death may occur. 

 

If your dog ingests any medication, on this list or not, getting them to your veterinarian or to an emergency veterinary 
clinic as soon as possible is highly recommended.   On the way, keep your dog warm and wrapped in a blanket.  Bring 
with you the medication or poison ingested, in the original container if possible.  If your dog has vomited, bring a 
sample of that as well.   It is sometimes beneficial to induce vomiting to try to rid as much of the substance as possible 
from your dog’s body.  Do NOT induce vomiting if your dog is having trouble breathing, is unconscious or comatose, is 
having seizures, if a sharp object has been swallowed, or if over 2 hours have passed since ingestion.  To quickly 
induce vomiting use one teaspoonful of hydrogen peroxide per 10 pounds of body weight or one tablespoonful of dry 
mustard mixed in one cup of cold water. 
 
The ASPCA also has a 24 hour Animal Poison Control Center hotline at 888-426-4435 staffed with veterinarians and 
toxicologists.   There is a consultation fee that is charged to use that service.  
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Review of Lowchen Performance Events at the 
2010 National Specialty in Omaha 
By: Don Roback 

 
The 2010 Lowchen National Specialty in Omaha, NE had a large entry of 
Lowchen in the all-breed agility and obedience trials – certainly more than we’ve 
ever had before:  there were two Lowchen showing in obedience and five 
Lowchen showing in agility. The trial site was very nice for both events: the 
agility ring was indoors and covered with soft (but not TOO soft) dirt and the 
obedience rings, also indoors, were nestled far away (but not TOO far) from 
most of the confirmation hubbub.  In both cases, there was ample room for 
crating and even a huge area for comfortable seating to watch agility. 
 
Friday’s trials showed great results:  in agility three Lowchen Q’d in Excellent B 
Jumpers with Weaves (JWW):  Don Roback and J were 3

rd
, Denise Schiele and 

Alice were 4
th
 and Lisa Sponsler and Jazzy qualified but didn’t place.  All three 

ran great.  In Excellent B Standard, only Lisa and Jazzy qualified and ended up 
in 4

th
 place.  Notably, it was the Sponsler team’s first day in the Excellent B classes and they qualified in both events!  

In obedience, Don Roback and J showed in Utility B and struggled a bit, though they did qualify with a score of 190.  
Barbara Cecil and Petey had a great run in Beginner Novice winning the class with a great score of 197. 
 
Saturday’s trials also had some great results including a heroic achievement by a new Lowchen team who spent most 
of the day waiting for their chance to shine.  That story in a secondR.  In 
Excellent B JWW none of the Lowchen teams qualified.  In Excellent B standard, 
only Don Roback and J qualified for a second place finish.  In obedience, Don 
Roback and J also qualified in Open B with a 196 but no placement and once 
again Barbara and Petey Cecil won the Beginner Novice class with a great run 
scoring 195.5!  Now back to the epic story of Dave and Heidi Neal and their two 
very patient Lowchen:  these agility trials seemed to last forever because there 
was only one judge and NINE courses.  I can’t recall if the trial actually filled (the 
limit is 330 runs per judge per day) but the first dog ran at 8 am and the last dog 
ran after 7 pm!  Poor Dave and Heidi showed up with their dogs fairly early each 
morning but due to the schedule didn’t end up running them until around (or 
after) dinner time.  In fact, they showed up late to the LCA banquet because they 
had to finish the agility trial.  It was well worth the wait on Saturday, however, as 
Murphy qualified and took first place in the Novice A JWW class!   
 
Since I had to catch a plane home on Sunday, I didn’t attend the trial so I don’t 
know which Lowchen actually showed or in what classes, but I do know from the AKC website that Lisa and Jazzy 
Sponsler qualified in Excellent B standard.   
 
I’m sure I speak for all the participants in Lowchen performance when I say thank you to all the fantastic fans that 
showed up to watch all of our our runs.  Even with ring conflicts and grooming responsibilities, many Lowchen fans 
showed up to watch both agility and obedience runs over the weekend.  I remember looking up during an obedience 
run on Saturday and seeing a wall of Lowchen people watching my guy do his thing.  The support was amazing and 
very much appreciated!  Next year in Syracuse, hopefully we’ll have a lot more Lowchen participate and a lot more 
Lowchen fans be able to watch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo: Lisa Sponsler 

 

Photo by Lisa Sponsler 
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LCA National Weekend 

Performance 
  

AGILITY: OBEDIENCE: 

Friday: 
Agility Excellent B  12" Utility B: 

Lisa Sponsler - 4th Don Roback Qualified no placement 

 190.00 

Excellent B JWW 12"   

Don Roback - 3rd Beginners Novice B 

Denise Schiele - 4th Barbara Cecil - 1st 

Lisa Sponsler - Qualified no placement 197.00 

Saturday: 
Agility Excellent B 12"  Open B: 

Don Roback - 2nd Don Roback - Qualified no placement 

 196.00 

Excellent B JWW 12"   

No one qualified Beginners Novice B 

 Barbara Cecil - 1st 

Novice A 12" JWW  195.50 

H. Neal - 1st  

Sunday: 
Agility Excellent B 12"   

Lisa Sponsler Qualified no placement  

 
 

 

SWEEPSTAKES 

JUDGE: Mr John Taylor 
 

Best in Sweeps - Tapestry Bihar Strike A Pose 
Best of Opposite - MusicBox Oreo's Funstix at Dandelion 

 

Best in Veteran Sweeps: Ch Natchez As The Thunder Rolls 
Best of Opposite - Veteran Sweeps: Ch Lionheart's Naughty Nelly 
  
  Puppy Dogs 6 Mos & Under 9 Mos . 

 

1                          TOUCHE'S VINDICATION. NP248390/01. 11/13/2009. 

   BREEDER: R & J Lawless & A Schlaud & G Denninger. By 

   Ch Touche' Serously Don't Blink-Ch Touche Decoy at Ashford. 

   OWNER: Richard Lawless Jennifer Lawless Alexandira Schlau. 

 

  Puppy Dogs 9 Mos & Under 12 Mos . 

 

1 – OSS MUSICBOX OREO'S FUNSTIX AT DANDELION. NP237664/01. 08/08/2009. BREEDER: Donna Jones & 

Rick Day. By Ch Boondock's Thunder Road-Ch Musicbox Doublestuffed. OWNER: Debbie King & Donna 

Jones. 

  

2 MUSICBOX FIG NEWTON AT ALHARIN. NP237664/03. 08/08/2009. BREEDER: Donne Jones & Rick Day. 

By Ch Boondock's Thunder Road-Ch Musicbox Doublestuffed. OWNER: Barbara Fogl & Donna Jones. 
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3 BOETDERHAUS OH MY STARS. NP241551/01. 09/24/2009. BREEDER: Catherine Boettcher. By Ch Fox 

Lanes Alchemist at Anjis-Marquis Iluvonitelife Ieclectic. OWNER: Catherine Boettcher. 

 

4 DANDY DAISY WARRIOR ALBY LION. NP255432/01. 09/26/2009. BREEDER: Dezso Toth. By Ch Chico 

Noblesa Aura-Ch Genesis Silesian Charmer. OWNER: Pam & Jeanne Tapscott. AGENT: Pamela Tapscott. 

 

  Junior Dogs 12 Mos & Under 15 Mos . 

 

1 LASER KIJI NO WAY NO HOW. NP254027/02. 05/25/2009. BREEDER: Wade Koistinen/Ronnie 

Crowder/Kim&Alicia Schmidt. By Kiji Here Comes Trouble-Ch Laser's Love's a Brewin Marric. OWNER: 

Wade Koistinen & Ronnie Crowder. AGENT: Wade Koistinen. 

  

2 KIJI LASER NO BIG DEAL. NP254027/01. 05/25/2009. BREEDER: KimSchmidt Alicia Schmidt 

WadeKostinen RonnieCrowd. By Kiji Here Comes Trouble-Ch Laser's Love's A Brewin Marric. OWNER: Kim 

Schmidt Alicia Schmidt. 

  

   

 

  
 
John Taylor, Taywil, our Sweeps Judge 

 

 

Junior Dogs 15 Mos & Under 18 Mos . 

 

1 CH MARDAY'S OLLIE OLLIE HOME FREE. NP225321/05. 02/25/2009. BREEDER: Owners. By Ch 

Kismet's It's All About J Style-Marday's Flee Breeze. OWNER: Dayle & Mark Lewis. 

  

 Puppy Bitches 6 Mos & Under 9 Mos . 

 

1 TAPESTRY BIHAR WHEN YOU WISH. 25945001/NP. 12/11/2009. BREEDER: Gillian Robertson & Carol 

A. Strong. By Ch Windsor Bihar Chasing Rainbows-Ch Tapestry Bihar Happy Feet. OWNER: Gillian Robertson 

& Carol A. Strong. 

 

2 MUSICBOX HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL. NP249255/03. 12/10/2009. BREEDER: D JONES R  KARES. By 

Ch BIGGLESMERE ETERNAL FLAME-Ch MUSICBOX BOTTOM OF MY HEART. OWNER:   JULIE 

TUNE & MC ONABOWALE. 

 

3 MUSICBOX BE ON THE LOOKOUT. NP247244/01. 10/19/2009. BREEDER:  Donna Jones & Debbie 

Brewer. By Ch Musicbox Day Tripper-Ch Musicbox Katc Me If U Kan. OWNER: Cynthia Muir & Donna 

Jones. 

 

4 MUSICBOX BOOTIE CALL. NP249255/01. 12/10/2009. BREEDER: Donna Jones. By Bigglesmere Eternal 

Flame-MusicBox Bottom Of My Heart. OWNER: Donna Jones & Mary Spruiell. 
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Puppy Bitches 9 Mos & Under 12 Mos . 

 

1 MUSICBOX OREO'S PROPERLY DUNKED. NP237664/02. 08/08/2009. BREEDER: Donna Jones & Rick 

Day. By Ch Boodock's Thunder Road-Ch Musicbox Doublestuffed. OWNER: Lexi Neel & Donna Jones. 

 

2 SEAFEVER MINI-ME. NP246554/02. 09/05/2009. BREEDER: Owner & Janet M Nienhaus. By Ch Seafever's 

Killian Red-Ch Seafever's Fleur De lis. OWNER: Ginger Aubert. 

  

3 MUSICBOX SOCK MONKEY AT FOUR OAKS. NP242382/01. 10/17/2009. BREEDER: Donna Jones & 

Mary Spruiell. By Ch Gwaihir's Lord Louie-Ch Fox Lane Paint It Black Musicbox. OWNER: Donna Jones & 

Kayley Kovar & Mary Spruiell. 

 

  Junior Bitches 12 Mos & Under 15 Mos . 

 

1/BSS TAPESTRY BIHAR STRIKE A POSE. NP237954/02. 05/25/2009. BREEDER: Owners. By Ch Bihar 

Ixytree'Marsh Vu Louie-Bihar's Fudge Stripes. OWNER: Carol A Strong & Gillian Robertson. 

  

2 TAPESTRY BIHAR VERA WANG AT SHAYDEE. 23795401/NP. 05/25/2009. BREEDER: Carol A. Strong & 

Gillian Robertson. By Ch Bihar Ivytree'n Marshvu Louie-Bihar Fudge Stripes. OWNER: Donna Jones & Gillian 

Robertson. 

  

3 KIJI OBSESSION. NP252033/01. 06/03/2009. BREEDER: Whitney Gruber Kim Schmidt Alicia Schmidt. By 

Kiji I Love Trouble-Kiji Hollywood Star. OWNER: KimSchmidt ALiciaSchmidt WhitneyGruberKelseyWagner. 

  

4 TAPESTRY BIHAR SWEET VICTORY. NP237954/05. 05/25/2009. BREEDER: Carol A Strong & Gillian 

Robertson. By Ch Bihar Ivytree-N Marshvu Louie-Bihar's Fudge Stripes. OWNER: Kelly St John & Carol A 

Strong. 

  

 

VETERANS SWEEPSTAKES 

  

  Veteran Sweepstakes Dogs 7 Yrs & Under 10 Yrs . 

 

1/BSV CH NATCHEZ AS THE THUNDER ROLLS. NP033908/01. 04/24/2003. BREEDER: Sally Waltrip & Morgan 

Powell. By Ch Harliequin's Waltz With Kashmire-Ch Natchez Bipity Bopity Boo. OWNER: Sally Waltrip & 

Morgan Powell & Gail Flynn. 

 

   Veteran Sweepstakes Bitches 7 Yrs & Under 10 Yrs . 

 

1/OSV CH LIONHEART'S NAUGHTY NELLY. NM891953/01. 12/06/2000. BREEDER: Earlemarie Dingel & Della J 

Cialini. By Rygate's Nestle Of Lionheart-Lambert's Cookie. OWNER: Carol A Strong & Carolyn T Marzano. 

  

2 CH FOX LANE'S MY GIRL. NM911191/03. 05/12/2001. BREEDER: Owner. By Ch Elguarda Capt Star Lite-

Ch Fox Lane Maestro's Legacy. OWNER: Mary C Billman. 
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REGULAR CLASSES 

JUDGE: Mr Eugene Blake 

 

Best of Breed: BIS  GCh DeSusa's Who's Your Daddy 
Best of Opposite: GCh Chic Choix Bihar Cuba 

Best of Winners:  Musicbox Sock Monkey At Four Oaks 

   

  Puppy Dogs 9 Mos & Under 12 Mos . 

 

1  MUSICBOX OREO'S FUNSTIX AT DANDELION. NP237664 

/01. 08/08/2009. BREEDER: Donna Jones & Rick Day. 

By Ch Boondock's Thunder Road -Ch Musicbox Doublestuffed. 

 OWNER: Debbie King & Donna Jones. 

 

2  MUSICBOX FIG NEWTON AT ALHARIN. NP237664/03. 

   08/08/2009. BREEDER: Donne Jones & Rick Day. By Ch Boondock's  

Thunder Road-Ch Musicbox Doublestuffed. OWNER: Barbara Fogl & Donna Jones. 

 

3 DANDY DAISY WARRIOR ALBY LION. NP255432/01. 09/26/2009. BREEDER: Dezso Toth. By Ch Chico 

Noblesa Aura-Ch Genesis Silesian Charmer. OWNER: Pam & Jeanne Tapscott. AGENT: Pamela Tapscott 

.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bred-By-Exhibitor Dogs . 

 

1/W TOUCHE'S VINDICATION. NP248390/01. 11/13/2009. BREEDER: R & J Lawless & A Schlaud & G 

Denninger. By ChTouche' Serously Don't Blink-Ch Touche Decoy at Ashford. OWNER: Richard Lawless 

Jennifer Lawless Alexandira Schlau. 

 

2/R LASER KIJI NO WAY NO HOW. NP254027/02. 05/25/2009. BREEDER: Wade Koistinen/Ronnie 

Crowder/Kim&Alicia Schmidt. By Kiji Here Comes Trouble-Ch Laser's Love's a Brewin Marric. OWNER: 

Wade Koistinen & Ronnie Crowder. AGENT: Wade Koistinen. 

 

3 NAILAH'S ATOM KNIGHT. NP178652/02. 10/08/2007. BREEDER: Owner. By Ch Caldercot Tommy Tiger-

Ch Martine's Butterscotch Kisses. OWNER: Glenda Martin. 

 

4 BOETDERHAUS OH MY STARS. NP241551/01. 09/24/2009. BREEDER: Catherine Boettcher. By Ch Fox 

Lanes Alchemist at Anjis-Marquis Iluvonitelife Ieclectic. OWNER: Catherine Boettcher. 

 

 

Photo: Lisa Sponsler 

 

Susa Williams – Judges Education 
Judges Seminar held at  Quest Centre 
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American-Bred Dogs  

 

1 TOUCHE'S URCHIN. NP210379/04. 08/30/2008. BREEDER: R & J Lawless & A Schlaud & G Denninger. By 

Ch Touche's Seriously Don't Blink-Ch Touche's Decoy At Ashford. OWNER: Robin Stewart & Richard 

Lawless. 

 

   Open Dogs . 

 

1 TAYWIL'S GYGES THE PROTECTOR. NP219257/03. 01/02/2009. BREEDER: Herbert Williams & John 

Taylor. By Charly Von Haus Timlin-Ch Taywil's Brilliant Bia. OWNER: Carole Skibiski. 

 

2 ASHFORDS SEVEN OF FOUR. NP201965/03. 02/10/2008. BREEDER: Pamela A Percha and Gini Denninger. 

By Ashfords Paahr Marcel-Ashfords Roya. OWNER: Pamela A Percha. 

 

  Puppy Bitches 6 Mos & Under 9 Mos . 

 

1 MUSICBOX BE ON THE LOOKOUT. NP247244/01. 10/19/2009. BREEDER:  Donna Jones &  Debbie rewer. 

By Ch Musicbox Day Tripper-Ch Musicbox  Katch Me If U Kan. OWNER: Cynthia Muir &  Donna Jones. 

 

2 MUSICBOX HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL. NP249255/03. 12/10/2009. BREEDER: D Jones, R. Day, J. Kares. 

By Ch  Bigglesmere Eternal Flame-Ch Musicbox Bottom of My Heart. OWNER: Julie Tune & Mc Onabowale 

 

3 MUSICBOX BOOTIE CALL. NP249255/01. 12/10/2009. BREEDER: Donna Jones. By Bigglesmere Eternal 

Flame-MusicBox Bottom Of My Heart. OWNER: Donna Jones & Mary Spruiell 

. 

  Puppy Bitches 9 Mos & Under 12 Mos . 

 

1/W/BW BPY MUSICBOX SOCK MONKEY AT FOUR OAKS. NP242382/01. 10/17/2009. BREEDER: Donna Jones & 

Mary Spruiell. By Ch Gwaihir's Lord Louie-Ch Fox Lane Paint It Black Musicbox. OWNER: Donna Jones & 

Kayley Kovar & Mary Spruiell. 
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2 MUSICBOX OREO'S PROPERLY DUNKED. NP237664/02. 08/08/2009. BREEDER: Donna Jones & Rick 

Day. By Ch Boodock's Thunder Road-Ch Musicbox Doublestuffed. OWNER: Lexi Neel & Donna Jones. 

 

 

3 SEAFEVER MINI-ME. NP246554/02. 09/05/2009. BREEDER: Owner & Janet M Nienhaus. By Ch Seafever's 

illian Red-Ch Seafever's Fleur De lis. OWNER: Ginger Aubert. 

 

  Twelve To Fifteen Month Bitch 

 

1 TAPESTRY BIHAR VERA WANG AT SHAYDEE. 23795401/NP. 05/25/2009. BREEDER: Carol A. Strong & 

Gillian Robertson. By Ch Bihar Ivytree'n Marshvu Louie-Bihar Fudge Stripes. OWNER: Donna Jones & Gillian 

Robertson. 

 

2 TAPESTRY BIHAR SWEET VICTORY. NP237954/05. 05/25/2009. BREEDER: Carol A Strong & Gillian 

Robertson. By Ch Bihar Ivytree-N Marshvu Louie-Bihar's Fudge Stripes. OWNER: Kelly St John & Carol A 

Strong. 

 

3                         KIJI OBSESSION. NP252033/01. 06/03/2009. BREEDER: Whitney Gruber Kim Schmidt Alicia Schmidt. By 

                           Trouble-Kiji Hollywood Star. OWNER: KimSchmidt ALiciaSchmidt WhitneyGruberKelseyWagner. 

 

 

 
                                                                Photo: Lisa Sponsler            

 

 

 

  Bred-By-Exhibitor Bitches . 

 

1/R BBY TAPESTRY BIHAR WHEN YOU WISH. 25945001/NP. 12/11/2009. BREEDER: Gillian Robertson & Carol 

A. Strong. By Ch Windsor Bihar Chasing Rainbows-Ch Tapestry Bihar Happy Feet. OWNER: Gillian Robertson 

& Carol A. Strong. 

 

2 DESUSA'A RAZZLE DAZZLE 'EM. NP208883/05. 07/27/2008. BREEDER: Lorrie Jergerson & Owner. By Ch 

Pluperfect Pickwick-Ch DeSusa's Daddy's Girl. OWNER: Susa Williams. 

 

3 TAPESTRY BIHAR STRIKE A POSE. NP237954/02. 05/25/2009. BREEDER: Owners. By Ch Bihar 

Ixytree'Marsh Vu Louie-Bihar's Fudge Stripes. OWNER: Carol A Strong & Gillian Robertson. 

 

4 FOX LANE'S WINTER WIND. NP220887/03. 12/23/2008. BREEDER: Owner. By Ch Chic Choix Touche-Ch 

Fox Lane's My Girl. OWNER: Mary C Billman. 

 

   



 29 

 
 

 

American-Bred Bitches . 

 

1 TOUCHE'S S'LL VOUS PLAIT. NP170524/03. 06/21/2007. BREEDER: Richard Lawless & Steven Winters. 

By Ch Touche's Jigalo-Ch Touche's Oui. OWNER: Robin Stewart & Richard & Jennifer Lawless. 

 

   
 

Open Bitches . 

 

1 FOX LANE'S DANCING QUEEN. NP204850/04. 05/09/2008. BREEDER: Mary C Billman. By Ch Ch Fox 

Lane's Pheonix Rising-Ch Fox Lane's My Girl. OWNER: Frances Donahue & Mary Billman. 

 

2 GWAIHIR'S HADIYA BELLE. FIN55202/07. 09/29/2007. BREEDER: Lena and Joanna Lemberg. By Ch Chic 

Choix Touche-Ch. Gwaihir's Asante Belle. OWNER: Lena and Joanna Lemberg. 

 

3 ZEPHYR'S NEW BEGINNINGS. NP210228/02. 09/13/2008. BREEDER: Catherine Boettcher. By Ch Fox 

Lanes Alchemist At Anjis-Marquis Iluvonitelife Ieclectic. OWNER: Amy Spaeth & Sam Bauman & Catherine 

Boettcher 

 

4 ASHFORDS ROYA. NP062618/01. 01/03/2004. BREEDER: Gini Denninger & Louise T. Davidson. By 

Natchez The Perfect Storm-Ch Ashfords Halima At Juniper. OWNER: Pamela A Percha & Gini Denninger. 

 

  Veteran Dogs . 

 

1 - AM CH NATCHEZ AS THE THUNDER ROLLS. NP033908/01. 04/24/2003. BREEDER: Sally Waltrip & Morgan 

Powell. By Ch Harliequin's Waltz With Kashmire-Ch Natchez Bipity Bopity Boo. OWNER: Sally Waltrip & 

Morgan Powell & Gail Flynn. 

 

   Veteran Bitches . 

 

1 CH LIONHEART'S NAUGHTY NELLY. NM891953/01. 12/06/2000. BREEDER: Earlemarie Dingel & Della J 

Cialini. By Rygate's Nestle Of Lionheart-Lambert's Cookie. OWNER: Carol A Strong & Carolyn T Marzano. 

 

 

 

 

  

LCA National 2010  Best Junior Handler 
 

Charlotte Hunt is from the Houston area.   
She showed -  Zipper, 
Ch. Lowcommotion MusicBox Dancer  

who she co-owns with Donna Jones.  
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 Best of Breed Competition . 

 

BB CH DESUSA'S WHO'S YOUR DADDY. NP135065/01. 04/03/2006. Dog. BREEDER: Susa Williams. By Ch 

Marrics Rocket Man-Ch Desusa's Smitten Kitten. OWNER: Lynn Pettengill Susa Williams & Sue Heckart. 

 

 

OS CH CHIC CHOIX BIHAR CUBA. NP195250/01. 06/30/2007. Bitch. BREEDER: J Kares. By Chic Choix Vini 

Vidi Vici-Ch Bihar N Annex West Side Story. OWNER: Carol A Strong & P Cropsey & K & D Tallman H 

Hurfy. AGENT: Greg O Strong PHA, AKC Reg. Handler. 

 

SEL CH SEAFEVER'S KILLIAN RED. NP156594/01. 11/19/2006. Dog. BREEDER: Janet M Nienhaus. By Ch Chic 

Choix Felix Lifar-Seafever's Jolie Noir HIBdsc. OWNER: Janet M Nienhaus & Ginger Aubert. 

 

SEL CH LASER'S LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE. NP163285/03. 02/25/2007. Bitch. BREEDER: Wade Koistinen & 

Ronnie Crowder. By Ch Natchez Starbucks At Laser-Ch Laser's It's A Wonderful Life. OWNER: Wade 

Koistinen & Ronnie Crowder. 

 

AM CH TOUCHE'S UNDERCOVER AGENT RAINBOW. NP210379/01. 08/30/2008. Dog. BREEDER: Richard & 

Jennifer Lawless & A Schlaud. By Ch Touche' Serously Don't Blink-Ch Touche Decoy At Ashford. OWNER: 

Carol Laskey & R & J Lawless. 

 

AM KIJI LASER NO BIG DEAL. NP254027/01. 05/25/2009. Dog. BREEDER: KimSchmidt Alicia Schmidt 

WadeKostinen RonnieCrowd. By Kiji Here Comes Trouble-Ch Laser's Love's A Brewin Marric. OWNER: Kim 

Schmidt Alicia Schmidt. 

 

AM CH FOX LANE'S PHOENIX RISING. NP104899/02. 06/09/2005. Dog. BREEDER: Mary Billman. By Ch 

Donalen Cast A Spell-Ch Fox Lane Maestro's Legacy. OWNER: Vicki All/Mary Billman. 

 

AM CH LORDOCS WHAT THE DICKENS IS THAT. NP208883/03. 07/27/2008. Dog. BREEDER: Lorrie 

Jergenson & Susa Williams. By Ch Pluperfect Pickwick-Ch DeSusa's Daddy's Girl. OWNER: Jean Shepherd & 

Lorrie Jergenson. 

 

   Stud Dog . 

 

1 KIJI HERE COMES TROUBLE. RL079616. 06/05/2005. Dog. BREEDER: Shawna Denning Kim Scmidt 

Alicia Schmidt. By Cossu's Eric Clapton-Kiji Ain't She Sweet. OWNER: Kim Schmidt Alicia Schmidt. 
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Throughout this issue are some of the beautiful pictures taken by Lisa Sponsler.  To see them all and purchase go to 
the following link: 
 
 http://www.printroom.com/GHome_main.asp?domain_name=lksponsler 
 
Thank you Lisa for allowing us to publish the beautiful photos you took.  
 
Sincere thanks for photo contributions go to Suzanne Kummann, Cecile Balizet, Kim Schmidt and to Lynn Pettengill 
who sent in the official show photo’s provided by Melia.  
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AWARDS: 

 

A Brief Explanation of the Lowchen Club of America Performance Awards 
By: Don Roback 

 
As you know, not only was Herb Williams a very accomplished breeder, but he was also a champion for Lowchen 
performance events such as agility, obedience and tracking.  After Herb’s untimely death, the LCA Board of Directors 
decided to present a performance award in his honor every year. 
 
In June, an ad-hoc group of LCA members got together to discuss and 
propose a framework for this performance award.  After much 
discussion, the group decided to have two different performance award 
types:  The Herb Williams Performance Award will go to one dog 
and handler team for exceptional achievement in canine performance 
events.  In addition, the LCA will also present the Lowchen Club of 
America Performance Awards to dog and handler teams for singular 
achievements in the past year in canine performance events.  Note 
that the Herb Williams Performance Award is given for a body of work 
and the LCA Performance Awards are given for specific achievements 
– not necessarily given out every year. 
 
For 2010, the group decided that the Herb Williams Performance 
Award would go to Pistol and Barbara Cecil for their phenomenal body 
of work. Additionally, the LCA Performance Awards would go to Tucker 
and Gary Nordahl for their achievement of MACH6 in AKC agility and J 
and Don Roback for their achievement of OTCh in AKC obedience. 
 
Thanks for all the hard work put in by Donna Jones, Glenda Martin, 
Gary Nordahl, Denise Schiele, John Taylor and Susa Williams. 
 

  
Conformation Awards: 
By: Gillian Robertson 

 
Our National awards were presented at the Banquet on the 
Saturday evening. 
 
The usual awards were given to the Top Breeder – tied this 
year between Musicbox and Bihar, Top Sire – DeSusa, Top 
Dam – Bihar, and Top Winning Lowchen – Bihar, as well as 
Register of Merit awards.  However unlike other years for the 
first  time certificates of recognition were provided for each 
finished Champion as well as Register of Merits  for kennels 
that have produced 10 American Champions under their 
kennel name.   
 
There are two perpetual awards that are given each year at 
the National.  The first, pictured above, the Harrington 
Trophy, is a silver platter with a smaller keeper trophy, given 

to the Best of Breed winner. This years recipient was Grand Ch., Ch. Desusa’s Who’s Your Daddy owned by Lynn 
Pettengill, Susa Williams, Sue Hackett. This award came about through the generosity of Mr. Dudley Harrington and 
his ex-wife, Melissa Hubner.  From speaking with Melissa, she explained to me that the decision to establish a 
perpetual trophy arrived from their love of the breed and their yachting background.  They had two Lowchen whom 
they obtained from Robert and Carole Yhlen – Lowe Ray Lowchen,.  Mr. & Mrs. Yhlen are life members of LCA.  Metro 
and Chesa were dearly loved members of the Harrington household and lived to be 17 and 18 years old respectively.  
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The second perpetual trophy is the Kramer Trophy.  It is a bronze Lowchen sculpture.  This sculpture was designed 
by Libby Ritter a good friend of Susa Williams.  Susa worked with Libby on the final design which took them six months 
to get just right.  The piece was originally owned by Carole Kramer, who was very involved in the club and served on 
the Board, including as President, for many years.  Upon her death her husband, George, decided to donate it to the 
club in Carole’s memory and it is presented at each National to the Top Winning Lowchen for the previous year.  The 
recipient this year was Grand Ch., Ch. Chic Choix Bihar Cuba owned by Carol Strong. Peggy Cropsey, Danielle 
Tallman, Kathy Tallman, Jeanne and Charles Hurty.   Like the Harrington Trophy a small keeper trophy is awarded to 
the recipient.  
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Insights 

The State of Animal Welfare 

By Jon Kimes 

 

Jon Kimes has been involved with the world of dog shows for 40 years. He worked as a professional handler's assistant as a 

teenager.  He has owned about 15 different dog breeds over the years and has owned/bred or co-bred over 110 champions.  He 

has had dogs who have won Best of Winners or better at their national specialties in 5 breeds.  He has been judging for 15 years 

and has judged all over the US as well as Canada and England.  He has served on the board of directors or on various committees 

for several national breed clubs.  He has written a number of articles over the years, several which have been published 

worldwide.  Jon has also bred and exhibited top winning Peruvian Cavies and Persian Cats. 

 

 
The animal welfare situation in the United States is a story in which there are no true villains and there are no real 
heroes.  It’s a story of shades of grey and the “facts” can add up to completely different versions of the same story 
depending upon who is doing the telling.  I cannot and do not represent myself as an “expert” on the situation, but I will 
say I do not believe there are any experts.  I believe there are quite a few people who “think” they know what’s really 
going on, but I very much doubt they do.  There is almost no one who can credibly and accurately describe the goals 
and perspectives of all the many parties involved.  
 
My interest in trying to find out more about the animal welfare/animal rights situation began really just a few months 
ago when I was somewhat piqued at reading seemingly endless articles all uniformly disparaging welfare work, 
especially targeting the Humane Society of the United States.  That organization is uniformly painted with a tinted 
brush in the dog fancy and yet I found it hard to believe it was a “truly evil organization steadily working to eliminate all 
domestic animals,” as its critics relentlessly argue. 
What is important to understand is everyone involved in the animal welfare discussion appears to have a hidden 
agenda.  This makes it extremely difficult to “get the truth” and therefore makes it very easy to sway people to one 
viewpoint or another. If you aren’t an arduous researcher chances are you’ll never weave your way successfully 
through the maze of perspectives and firmly held beliefs, the true stories and the fictionalized, slanted stories.  
 
One key player is the American Kennel Club.  Most of us who have been involved with purebred dogs for 30 or 40 
years believe the AKC mission is to protect and preserve and promote purebred dogs.   With a public embarrassment 
casting dispersions on the integrity of the stud book in the 1980’s, the AKC initiated more stringent rules requiring DNA 
profiles on heavily used sires and dams. This requirement was largely responsible for the defection of commercial 
breeders from the AKC as they set up their own registries.  It was an apparent surprise to many at the AKC that much 
of their income was derived from these commercial kennels.  Much discussion occurred and continues to occur in this 
vein but the clear message is that the AKC wants the registration fees of the commercially bred puppies.  The AKC is a 
heavy advertiser in “professional breeder” magazines.  As registrations continued to fall, the AKC stopped publishing 
annual registration numbers, undoubtedly to stifle criticism of AKC’s registration free fall.  In the early 90’s the AKC 
tried unsuccessfully to forge a business relationship with Petland Pet Stores to offer services to buyers of their 
puppies.  On the one hand, many are appalled that the AKC would aggressively seek to partner with the commercial 
breeding industry.  On the other, arguments can be made that to provide services and education can only improve the 
current situation.  It is clear the AKC advocates for commercial breeding interests but I believe it also works diligently 
to educate them.   
 
The National Animal Interest Alliance (NAIA) is familiar to most of us, if perhaps only vaguely.  This organization lists 
itself as a “welfare organization” although many question this designation since it does not appear to provide any 
classical welfare activities.  This alliance is composed of what are termed “animal users” which include ranchers, 
livestock farmers, hunters, circuses, rodeos, laboratories as well as dog breeders.  The NAIA has a strong foothold in 
the dog fancy because its founder is an AKC Board member.  The NAIA works closely with the AKC and shares its 
perspectives.   If you are a member of virtually any dog list on email, you will have seen frequent pleas to fight the 
“animal rights crazies” as they like to refer to them.  You will not find a balanced view from its supporters. 
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The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) was established in 1954 as a national influencer of animal issues.  It 
was established essentially to influence legislation at a national level.  It is not an animal shelter and typically does not 
focus on supporting animal shelters.  It focuses on all animal related matters, both domestic and wild.  The HSUS has 
become increasingly powerful in the last few years as it has reaped the benefits of its national advertising campaigns 
depicting mistreated animals as it seeks supporters to sign up for monthly donations.  Many criticize the advertising 
campaigns since they do not explicitly state its legislative mission, assuming many people may support it initially 
believing it provides food and shelter to unwanted animals.  
  
Of course, there are many other players but these three are the key entities in most activities which are plainly visible 
to us.  The HSUS has a role to fulfill, it believes, to eliminate the euthanasia of domestic animals due – presumably – 
to lack of available homes.  They have a single-minded view of eliminating puppy mills.  The reasons can be 
confusing, but I think we can expect justification to fall into one of two concern areas: 1) they believe commercially 
bred dogs are often cruelly treated, and 2) they believe they sell unhealthy puppies through pet stores.  They do not 
make a direct correlation to dogs in shelters being from puppy mills, although reducing shelter dogs is a key goal.  You 
will find many in the animal welfare arena who equate populations of shelter dogs to puppy mills, but the HSUS does 
not overtly make this connection.  Whether this is done on a basis of fact or whether the HSUS does not want to taint 
shelter dogs as being undesirable is a matter for conjecture.   
 
There is enormous lack of trust by animal breeders/keepers of the true intent of the aggressive HSUS activities at a 
legislative level.  The NAIA strenuously attempts to delineate between what they term “animal welfare” and “animal 
rights.”  They have worked to instill into people’s minds that “animal rights” supporters are truly against the keeping of 
domestic animals and that they are working tirelessly to make the United States a “vegan” country.  The NAIA 
considers the HSUS to be an “animal rights” organization and therefore opposes everything they do. In fact, any effort 
to restrict animal breeding is deemed by the NAIA as being part of the “animal rights agenda.”     
 
Interestingly, just as we dog breeders are insulted by being lumped with puppy mills as just another form of dog 
breeder, the animal welfare/rights people are just as insulted by our assuming they all have the same perspective and 
goals.  While they recognize there are many viewpoints in the “animal welfare” community, they do not see animal 
welfare and animal rights as being distinguished by the same criterion as does the NAIA and they often use the terms 
interchangeably.  Many animal rights people are insulted by the assumption they are working for the elimination of 
domestic animals.  
  
Many, especially NAIA supporters, like to point out that the HSUS has a certain relationship with organizations such as 
PETA.  While PETA is definitely an organization that believes the domestication of animals is never to their own good, 
the same perspective is not prevalent at the HSUS.  And yet there are many employees at HSUS who have PETA 
backgrounds.  The animal welfare community does not find this necessarily conflicting even though they see clear 
differences between PETA and the HSUS goals. 
Another twist which is very confusing is the presence of a so called “organization” called the Center for Consumer 
Freedom.  This company has clients which support its efforts and its name is really entirely descriptive.  It pursues 
“freedom” for consumers which include promoting the tobacco industry, the alcohol industry and livestock farming.  
Since the big business of raising animals for food has become so industrialized often at the expense of humane 
treatment of animals, the HSUS and the CCF are natural adversaries.  A spin off of the CCF (evidently to give it’s point 
of view more credibility with the uneducated public) is HumaneWatch.org.  Many NAIA supporters quote the 
disparaging comments about the HSUS which are provided by HumaneWatch.org.  There is little “arm’s length” in 
regards to the CCF and promoters of animal use.  The CCF is supported by food companies who believe the cost of 
their products (chicken, beef) will increase if they are forced through legislation to provide the animals with more 
humane living conditions.   
 
At the same time, there is a movement which I refer to as the intellectual animal rights movement.  This movement is 
driven largely through colleges and universities.  Their theory is that livestock farming is just one leg of a three legged 
stool, the other two being environmental concerns and human rights concerns.  An example would be to view a large 
fried chicken retail chain as treating chickens inhumanely by caging them by the thousands, exploiting uneducated 
workers in slaughterhouses and polluting the environment with the amount of waste created.  Such theories arise from 
time to time over the centuries and are not necessarily indicative of a broader acceptance, although societal changes, 
such as was done with the closure of children workhouses in the 1800’s, are possible. 
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Many point to attempts to force the neuter and spaying of pets (Mandatory Spay Neuter or MSN) by city governments 
as being driven by the “animal rightists.”  While I feel compassion for the point of view that says being exposed to the 
frustration of seeing healthy animals euthanized in shelters could easily make anyone a proponent of forcing 
irresponsible people to spay and neuter their pets, the ASPCA publicly states on its website that MSN is unsound logic 
because the people who do not pay attention to existing animal laws will be no more inclined to do so by legislating 
mandatory altering of pets.   It is important to store that into your memory that even a credible animal welfare 
organization does not support MSN. 
To provide a real life example of what is happening as a result of all this activity, I will share with you the Missouri 
proposal slated for the November ballot, called the Puppy Mill Cruelty Prevention Act.  Missouri is considered the state 
with the most puppy mills (or “professional breeders” if you prefer).  There are over 3,000 establishments with the 
greatest single concentration in south western Missouri.  It is no coincidence the largest distributor of puppies in the 
US is the Hunte Corp. which is located in south western Missouri.  While you may have visions in your mind of this 
operation, it is actually a facility which cost over $10 million and is staffed with trained caretakers and veterinarians.  
You can review a video of the facility online if you search for Hunte Corp. 
 
The USDA is the government organization which has oversight over animal husbandry requirements, however, a state 
can enact requirements above and beyond this if they desire.  The Missouri legislature is largely a supporter of 
“professional breeders” as it considers dog breeding an important income stream for some farmers.   Therefore, the 
HSUS, who focuses on animal cruelty issues, does not have a receptive ear in state government.  Because of the 
wealth it has generated through its advertising campaigns, the HSUS has taken the tactic of overriding state 
government by pursuing a ballot proposal by obtaining signatures.  In Missouri, it takes about 100,000 signatures to 
put forward a ballot proposal and nearly 200,000 signatures were obtained (I don’t know the net “valid” number).  This 
ballot proposal cost at least $500,000 to pull together and at least $450,000 was funded by the HSUS. 
 
The ballot itself is cause for some concern.  It is without question favorable to dogs with high standards of care 
required.  Two particular requirements are interesting.   1) It limits all breeding kennels (who sell at least 1 dog as a 
pet) to a total of 50 dogs.  Puppy mills generally have upwards of 100 dogs and often they have several hundred, so I 
think it’s fair to say this is a very strong blow against making any commercial breeding operation profitable.  
Interestingly, it exempts kennels of hunting dogs.   Although I do not know the real reason for this exemtion, it has 
occurred to me with hunters come guns and with guns comes the powerful NRA.  2) It has almost amazing space 
requirements.  First of all, it requires all dogs to have constant access to out of doors while at the same time requiring 
their indoor kennels be maintained at temperatures between 45 and 85 degrees.  It also requires unusually large 
indoor kennel space for each dog, whether it is kenneled with other dogs or alone.  So a Corgi, for instance, must have 
a kennel space indoors of at least 20 square feet (or a  4’ by 5’ indoor kennel) and two Corgis would require an indoor 
kennel of 4’ by 10’ and three Corgis together an indoor kennel measuring 4’ by 15’.  As puppy mills always house 
multiple dogs per run it requires an indoor kennel building of enormous size, while at the same time requiring dogs to 
freely run inside and outside while requiring the indoor temperature be maintained at between 45 and 85 degrees.  
Missouri has temperature ranges between less than 0 degrees and over 100 degrees which means a large part of the 
year a heating system or cooling system would need to be in operation – working continuously as dogs run in and out 
of doors.  It’s abundantly clear to anyone with dog experience that this ballot proposal is calling for the demise of 
puppy mills, even if it does not use those words. 
 
Troubling for me is that although its proponents insist it does not affect “reputable” breeders, there is nothing in the 
proposal to distinguish between types of breeders.  If someone merely owns or houses more than 10 unspayed 
bitches over 6 months of age they fall under this regulation regardless if you raise 15 litters a year from these bitches 
or raise none.   And if you fall under this regulation, your dogs can no longer be kept as house dogs – unless you 
provide doggy doors to allow your dogs “unfettered” access to outside at all times, day and night! 
 
It is easy for the jaded to point to this proposed regulation as clear evidence that the HSUS is against dog breeders.  
After reading it, I was quite concerned – especially when it failed to accurately describe a puppy miller operation.  And 
yet, when I brought up this question, the HSUS told me the 10+ bitch rule was in fact an existing law.  And, in fact, it is.  
So I think this illustrates how we can evaluate the actions of the welfare community as being anti-dog breeder when 
that may not be the true case.  I feel many of its errors are truly simply ignorance of maintaining a kennel operation.  
Too bad they have the money to make their wishes into law!  Without question, placing a forlorn and matted puppy on 
a billboard and asking the public to vote for a law preventing Puppy Mill Cruelty is a forgone conclusion. 
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For their part, the commercial breeders fail to make a very compelling counter-argument.  The proposal states a bitch 
cannot be bred more than twice in 18 months (although I’m not sure how this would be regulated), and their response 
is that bitches should be bred every season to prevent them from getting pyometria!  Wouldn’t we all be in trouble if 
this had a shred of truth and wasn’t a blatant self-serving fiction!  They also insist keeping dogs up on wire is “cleaner” 
for them, although studies have shown how dog’s feet and legs break down from continuous caging on wire; not to 
mention wire runs are of necessity very small.  
 
This is an extremely difficult situation for the responsible breeder to be placed in.  On the one hand, such regulation 
does affect our ability to raise our dogs and house our dogs to their best advantage.  But to oppose the proposal 
requires us to acknowledge that dogs who are mistreated will not be helped.  Clearly, the correct approach is for the 
knowledgeable dog breeder and the welfare advocate to communicate and cooperate with one another to enact laws 
which not only protect dogs themselves but dog breeds from extinction.  The lack of trust, the hidden agendas of the 
opposing organizations, and the masters of manipulating their constituencies will ensure this does not happen any time 
soon.  In the meantime, I believe the constant publication and writing of threats of “animal rights crazies” is a key factor 
in the lack of new exhibitors and breeders.  Surely those who are just beginning in the dog fancy will find other far less 
acrimonious interests to consume their time and money. 
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Remembering Pistol……… 

Editors Note: It took Barbara several weeks  before she could finally announce to the world that Pistol was gone.   Many of us did 

not expect to see her in Omaha but there she was, competing with Petey and presenting the performance awards at the banquet.   

 

For those of you that are not on any of the lists and missed her message regarding Pistol followed by, over the past month, the 

wonderful stories of life with Pistol, we are reprinting them here with Barbara’s permission.   If you have already read them, no 

doubt you’ll enjoy reading them again.  Our sincerest condolences go out to Barbara on this very sad and tragic loss.  

 

 

 
In Memory of 

 

MACH 3, NATCH3, VERSATILITY NATCH ATCH-SP, 

TayWil's Aerien Pistil Pete, 

UD, RAE, AJP, AXP, XF, OFP; UCDX; 

ASCA UD; ECC 400, EJC 400, EAC 600, 

HP-N; PG3, PS3, PJ3, PD2; CL4-H, CL3 

 

 
 

Pistol 

23 August 2000 ~ 8 July 2010 

 

In life, I loved you dearly, in death I love you still. 

In my heart you hold a place no one can ever fill. 

If tears could build a staircase, and heartache make a lane, 

I'd walk the path to Heaven and bring you back again. 
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On May 19th, after emergency surgery to remove 
his spleen, Pistol was diagnosed with hemangiosarcoma. 
The cancer had metastasized from his spleen to his body 

wall. 
The vets gave him six weeks; Pistol made it eight. 

They were a good eight weeks, too.  Pistol was 
still playing and enjoying life, and I was still praying 

for a miracle, up until Thursday, the day 
he died. 

Thursday night he wouldn't eat - the first meal he's 
ever missed - and then he started having trouble 

breathing.  I held him close, and in a matter of minutes 
he was gone. 

Pistol took me to incredible people I would never 
have met,  far-away places I would never have gone, 

and lofty heights  I would never have been able to 
attain without him. 

He was my life. He was my heart. I love you, Pistol. 
Barbara 

 

Condolences poured in from around the globe.   Everyone in the Löwchen worldwide family knew about Pistol and everyone felt 

for Barbara’s loss….. 

 

Below are the memories Barbara posted  over the last month  as she recounted “life with Pistol”. 

 

Thank you, everyone, for your outpouring of sympathy and love on the loss of my Pistol.  Your words have 
given me great comfort. Pistol was the most incredible dog I have ever had the honor to know and his loss 
has left a void in my heart and in my life that will never be filled.   
  
Several of you have asked if I would share again on the Lowchen list some of my stories about Pistol.  At first 
I thought I couldn't possibly do that.  It would hurt too much.  But then I realized I wasn't being fair to the 
memory of this wonderful dog.  With his sense of loyalty and his sense of humor, Pistol would want his 
stories told.  So I've written some to share with you, in honor of TayWil's Aerien Pistil Pete, my best friend and 
the dog who made the last 9 years the best 9 years of my life. 
Barbara 
 
 

How Pistil Became Pistol...or Visa Versa  

 

Herb and John had a naming system for all their puppies - not only by the alphabet but also by themes, either Greek 
gods or flowers, depending on whether the puppies came from the foundation bitch Venus or Candy Tuft.  My puppy 
came from the Candy Tuft line, alphabetical letter "P".  Now if I had chosen a girl, no problem, but I chose a 
boy...named after a flower?  Petunia?  Pansy?  Primrose?  Ack!!   No, no, and no.  I actually already had my heart set 
on "Pistol"...then it dawned on me.  Could I name my puppy after a part of a flower?  (Okay, it's the female part of the 
flower, but I was getting desperate!)  "Well, I guess so..." Herb said, realizing I really hadn't gotten into the spirit of his 
naming thing.  "I'll name him Pistil Pete and call him Pistol."  Thus was born confusion that would last for years.   

  

How Pistol came to be my Guardian Angel.   
  
Because our king size bed was already occupied at night by two adults and a pack of Papillons, my husband Jim and I 
decided it would be best if puppy Pistol slept in a crate beside my side of the bed.  Pistol was fine with that, so that's 
where he slept his first 4 months in our home.  Then I went out of town for a week and while I was gone, Jim let Pistol  
 
sleep on the bed.  "It's no problem," Jim said after I was back home and had discovered the new arrangement. "He 
sleeps at the foot of the bed and doesn't move or make a sound."  Well, why not, I agreed.  After all, we had slept with 
2 big Golden Retrievers for years, about equal to 3 Papillons and a Lowchen.  Within a week, of course, Pistol  
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had inched his way up the bed until he had claimed his spot, under my arm and right next to my heart.  And that's 
where he slept every night for the next 9 years of his life.   
  
The particular night I want to tell you about happened just a few 
days after Pistol started sleeping on the bed.  I'm an insulin-
dependent diabetic; I had never had a problem with my blood 
sugar dropping during the night.  But that night, for the first time, 
it did.  It was 2:00 a.m., and I was awakened by Pistol whining in 
my ear, licking my face, and nudging my head with his nose.  My 
energy-depleted brain barely functioning, I thought, I've got to 
get up and let Pistol out.  But because the brain is the first 
thing to go in a severe blood sugar drop, I didn't act on that 
cloudy notion until Pistol became really insistent that I move.   
  
As soon as I sat up, I knew I was in big trouble.  I started 
popping glucose tablets and then took my blood sugar.  It was 
42.  Normal is 100.  I had been perilously close to falling into a 
coma, and through the fog in my brain I realized that was exactly 
what would have happened if Pistol hadn't forced me into 
consciousness and action. Of course he would not have been able to have done that had he still been sleeping in a 
crate.  And no, he hadn't gotten me up because he needed to go out; he knew how to use the doggy door in the den.  I 
will always believe he was with me and woke me up to save my life. 
  
From that night and on for the rest of his life, Pistol took on the role of my protector.  I've been in dogs for 40 plus years 
and my role has always been:  I take care of them.  But with Pistol, that was reversed.  Pistol believed and joyfully 
accepted that it would always be his responsibility to take care of me.  Unless it was impossible to do so, Pistol never 
let me out of his sight.  He was attendant to my every move and mood.  I was the most important thing in his world and 
anything I asked of him, he returned 110%.  Pistol was, and always will be, my Guardian Angel. 
  

Pistol and the “What is he?” question: 

 

Pistol was the first Lowchen in the Houston area that anyone had ever seen.  And so, of course, I got lots of comments 
on his hair-do and on what he "really was".  My favorite hair-do comments:  "Did you do that to him on purpose?" and 
"Did you only have enough money to get half the dog groomed?"  My favorite "what is it?" came from a know-it-all gal I 
never particularly liked anyway.  She eyeballed Pistol then said, "I know what that is!  It's one of those rare Miniature 
Portuguese Water Dogs."   
"No, it's not," I said, "it's a Lowchen." 
"I've never heard of that," she answered, "but I have heard of Miniature Portuguese Water Dogs, and that's what 
you've got!  They're real expensive!" 
"Wow," I said, "the breeders must have pulled a fast one on me.  You're the first person to figure it out." 
She looked so self-satisfied as she walked away.  Knowing her, I bet she still thinks she's right. 

  
Pistol and Tunnelers: 
 
Pistol's favorite game in agility was Tunnelers in NADAC.  A Tunnelers course is just that - a course made up of 7 or 8 
tunnels - and Pistol would start barking (some unkindly called it screaming) at the start line when he realized he was 
getting to run through tunnels a dozen times.  Below are 2 emails I sent to the Lowchen list in April of 2003.  I still 
remember this run as if it had happened yesterday: 
  
<<If you were to look at Pistol (13 1/2 inches tall, 15 pounds of solid muscle), you might not think he looked particularly 
fast.  Looks, however, can be deceiving, and ground speed is Pistol's stock in trade.  Pistol, who routinely runs AKC 
Excellent JWW courses at 6 yards a second, ran his first Tunnelers course - a new game where the course consists 
solely of tunnels - at the NADAC trial in Ft. Worth yesterday.  There were 8 tunnels on the 163 yard course, arranged 
so the dog had to run through them multiple times with multiple changes of direction.   
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When the judge wheeled the course, she assigned it a course time of 48 seconds; that means to qualify, a dog had to 
run clean (no mistakes at all) at a minimum of 3.4 yards per second.  There were 95 dogs entered in Tunnelers, 
including some of the fastest Border Collies in this part of the country.   

When the dust settled (literally!) 1st place and the fastest of the 95 
was (drum roll, please!) the Lowchen!  Pistol ran the course in 24 
seconds, an astounding 6.79 yards per second! 
I have no idea how he is capable of doing this.  I am in awe of my best 
buddy.>> 
  
Three days later I wrote to the list: 
  
<<Thanks, everyone, for your nice emails complimenting Pistol's 
amazing Tunnelers run.  I wanted to add a couple of funny stories.  
First, I now have a new nickname, thanks to some north Texas NADAC 
friends:  Pistol Packin' Mama.  <sigh>  At trials I actually do carry Pistol 
around on my hip a lot, especially if I think he'll get into mischief on the 
ground. ;-}Second, Pistol's Tunnelers run was his 4th class of the day, it 
was hot (mid-80's outside and we were in a dusty, un-airconditioned 
metal building/arena), and Pistol and I had never run - or even seen - 
Tunnelers before.  A friend tried to tape his run, and here's what she 
got:  Pistol at the start line, then a still life of a tunnel...a tunnel...a 
tunnel...a black blur running the other direction...a tunnel...a tunnel...a 
tunnel...another black blur...a tunnel...and on and on...Pistol grabbing 
his leash and celebrating at the finish line.  My friend said that once 
Pistol started, she was never able to catch up with him with the camera 

on course.>>   Pistol was not only a great agility dog, he was a top obedience and rally dog, too, earning all 4 AKC 
rally titles and 10 obedience titles - a UD in AKC and ASCA and a CDX in UKC - as well as 10 all breed High In Trials.  
This email to the Lowchen list, from 18 Nov 2004, is especially for those of you who think obedience makes for a dull 
dog...  
 
<<Pistol made his debut in the AKC Open obedience class Sunday (incidental brag - he won first place with a 198!) 
wowing the crowd and judge in the process. After watching dog after dog plod through the exercises, the judge was 
grinning ear-to-ear as Pistol performed everything at warp speed. Pistol's retrieves - one on the flat and one over the 
high jump - are particularly noteworthy: he flies out to the dumbell, grabs it, then flips his rear almost over this head 
(this is hard to describe!), lands facing me, then flies back in for the front. It's pretty spectacular and no, I didn't teach 
him to do it that way, it's something he invented himself. ;-}  
 
Well, the first place dog in each class got a toy from a big laundry basket full of toys that a steward brought into the 
ring. I asked the steward, a rather grim young woman, to put the basket on the floor and let Pistol pick out his own 
toy...she arched an eyebrow, but did it anyway. Pistol jumped into the basket and grabbed one toy that had a dainty 
squeak. That wouldn't do!  He grabbed another that had no squeak at all. Toss it! No, not this one! Not that one, 
either!  Almost disappearing into the pile of toys, he at last surfaced with a huge pink pig that, to Pistol's delight, went 
SQUEAL!! OINK!! SQUEAL!! OINK!! Perfect!!  
 
Everyone clapped and Pistol was pleased as punch. "My," said the ring steward, putting the discarded toys back into 
the basket, "your dog has...hmmm...an abundance of personality."  
 
Now is that a great compliment, or what? I'm not sure the steward meant it that way, but that's how I'm going to take it. 
Mr. Personality, in abundance! SQUEAL!! OINK!! Perfect!!>>   
Barbara Cecil 
 
Pistol and the Possums: 
 
When Pistol was four, a family of possums moved into the space beneath the stump of a long-gone cottonwood tree 
in my backyard.  I first knew they were there the night I heard Pistol’s half-hearted – but incessant – bark at something 
he had cornered in the flower bed.  I called Pistol to give it up and come inside, but he wouldn’t, so I took out a 
flashlight and discovered a teenage-size possum practically nose-to-nose with my dog.   
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It was obvious neither possum nor Pistol wanted to turn their back on the other, so I just picked Pistol up and carried 
him into the house.  Though he threw a couple of parting barks over my shoulder, Pistol seemed mightily relieved 
the standoff had ended. 
 
The very next night I was sitting in the den reading when I saw Pistol trying to come through the dog door with 
something too big to fit.  He looked at me as if to say, “Well, this isn’t working...” then backed out of the door with what 
I thought was a toy he had found in the yard.  The next thing I knew, Pistol was backing into the house  though the dog 
door, dragging the toy behind him.  Except it wasn’t a toy.  It was a very bloody, large, disembowelled possum.  I 
jumped up screaming, “LEAVE IT!  DROP IT!  ACK!!!” which got my husband and the Papillons out of bed pronto.  
While Jim disposed of the body, I threw Pistol into the tub, figuring he must have been torn to shreds, too.  But no, 
there wasn’t a mark on him; when you consider the nasty mouth and claws of a possum, that was a miracle. 
  
One week later, it happened again.  This was a smaller possum, and he had been killed much more cleanly than the 
first, thank goodness, since he was also brought in through the doggie door.   
  
By possum number three, Pistol had turned into a terrier.  Two nights after possum two, I watched him bark, dig, and 
look as if he was about to barge right into the possum’s living room through their front door.  Then in one quick move 
he came out of the hole, jumped onto the stump, then onto the possum as it ran out its back door.  Amazing!  While no 
one knows what went into “making” a Lowchen 600 years ago, I was getting a pretty good clue!   
  
By possum number four, Pistol had gotten the Papillons involved, but only in the role of cheerleaders.  Pistol had 

become a silent hunter, but I could tell by the Paps’ frantic barking that he had done it 
again.  Number four, at least, seemed to be the end of the family.  Four possums gone in 
10 days time, thanks to one of the most gentle and unaggressive dogs I’ve ever known.   
  
So possum number five was a surprise, in more ways than one.  I was sitting barefoot at 
my computer one night almost two weeks after the demise of number four when I heard 
the doggie door go “click – click”.  I heard Pistol come into my office but I was so 
engrossed with something on my computer I didn’t pay much attention.  Pistol laid down 

under my desk and I started rubbing him with my bare foot when I realized...I didn’t recognize the anatomy.  I looked 
under my desk and saw I had been petting possum number five, who only minutes before had ascended into possum 
heaven.   
  
Several weeks later, at the Lowchen Specialty in Kansas City, Herb Williams and John Taylor presented Pistol with a 
special award.  In a gold, pearl-encrusted frame was a picture of a possum and the words: “It is our pleasure to award 
the PK title to MACH NATCH ATCH TayWil’s Aerien Pistil Pete for the successful completion of 20 legs and 5 tails”.  I 
loved it! 

  
For the next six years, Pistol had to content himself with the occasional rat that 
would foolishly venture into my yard from my neighbor’s chicken coop.  Word 
must have spread among the possum community for no more possums 
appeared.  They wouldn’t dare. 
  

Pistol the Communicator: 

 
Pistol might not have had a voice, but he certainly knew how to communicate.  
From a very young age he could tell me what he wanted by looking at the 
desired object (usually a toy or treat out of reach) then at me, then back at 
what he wanted, then at me.  He could even take this to abstract terms.   I had 
knee surgery and couldn't drive for a couple of weeks.  Pistol got really fed up 
with being home-bound....he would jump onto the kitchen table and look at me, 
then out the kitchen dutch door to the car just a few feet away in the garage, 
back to me, then back to the car. All I could do with that request was 
empathize!   
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When I was on the computer and Pistol wanted to get my attention, he would sit silently and stare at me.  If I didn't 
respond, he would run his toenails down the side of my wire mesh trash basket, making a sound akin to fingernails 
down a blackboard.  That always got me out of my chair!   
  
Pistol adopted a really unique behavior in regard to his nephew Petey.  When Petey was a puppy, I couldn't correct 
him for any reason without making Pistol really upset.  Sometimes Pistol would place himself between  
 
 
me and Petey, other times he would bark at me, clearly stating, "Leave him alone!  He's just a baby!"   
  
Ah, but when Petey turned 6 months, all that changed.  Pistol turned into a tattle-tale!  The first time it happened, I was 
in the kitchen and the boys were in the back yard.  Next thing I knew, Pistol was sitting and staring at me, but instead 
of sitting still, he was shifting back and forth, from hip to hip, something I had never seen him do before.  I asked, quite 
seriously, if little Timmy had fallen into the well again; Pistol jumped up and ran outside.  I followed him to discover that 
it was Petey'; he had not fallen into a well, but had gone over the fence, again.  From that day on, Petey could do no 
wrong, because Pistol would catch him in the act every time, then run to me and, shifting hip-to-hip, tattle. 
  
Now, keeping these three behaviors in mind, I want to tell you about the time - it was just a few months ago - that 
Pistol communicated a complete paragraph.  So over-awed was I by this experience that I called poor John Taylor at 
10:00 at night - woke him up, and yes, he was over-awed as well - to tell him what had happened... 
  
It was late and I was working at my desk when Pistol appeared by my side and started shifting hip-to-hip.  "Petey isn't 
doing anything bad," I said, "he's under the desk, asleep."  Pistol looked indignant, then drug his toenails down the 
trash basket.  "Okay," I said, "show me what he did." 

  
I followed Pistol into the living room where he sat in front of a bookcase and stared intently at the third shelf, then at 
me, then at the shelf.  Only then did I remember that earlier that day, after practicing rally with Petey in the living room, 
I had left a sealed baggie of treats on what I thought would be an unreachable (ha!) shelf, intending to use the treats in 
a later practice.  Well, I hadn't had time to practice again, and now the treats, bag and all, were gone.  "Did Petey get 
those?" I asked. 
  
Pistol got up and went into the dining room where he sat by the back chair in the corner, one of Petey's favorite places 
to hide stolen booty.  And sure enough, there among Petey's other treasurers was the baggie, the bottom ripped open 
and the contents gone.  Pistol looked at the baggie, then at me.  He looked impatient, as if to say, "I can't watch Petey 
all the time!  You have to take some responsibility!" 
  
Pistol then got up and went into the kitchen where he planted his bottom in front of the treat jar.  He looked at the jar, 
then at me, than at the jar.  "Okay, I get it," I said.  "Fair is fair.  You can have treats equal to what Petey ate.  You are 
such a good boy and such a good tattle-tale!" 
  
Now, is that not amazing? 

 Barbara Cecil 

A sequel to the “tattle tale” story……….. 

 

Pistol and Petey, Partners In Crime 

    

While Pistol might have been born heeling, his nephew Petey must have been born 
stealing.  In forty-plus years in dogs, I've never had as talented and dedicated a thief as 
Petey.  There isn't a horizontal surface in this house where you can safely place anything 
"out of reach".  If nothing else, Petey has made an honest woman of me; I now routinely 
clean off the kitchen table, the stove and the kitchen counters after each meal because 
anything left there for later is fair game.  (And for those of you who are now saying, "Just 
train him not to steal!", well, you've never lived with a Petey Boy.) 

  
 
 

 

PETEY 
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Among the many items Petey has stolen and eaten: 
1. A quarter pound of real butter off the kitchen table.  In the amount of time it took me to take three steps into the den 
and say, "Dinner's ready", the butter disappeared. 
2. Three pounds of defrosting buffalo meat.  Silly me, I had left the meat defrosting on the  
back of the kitchen sink.  That was before I realized Petey had found access to the kitchen counters; even though the 
buffalo was destined to be dog food anyway, it wasn't supposed to be eaten all at one time by one dog! 
3. Countless bags of treats, tossed onto the kitchen counter, intended to be used later and never seen again. 
4. A big roast beef sandwich my daughter fixed for my husband.  In the amount of time it took her to turn her back on 
the sandwich and turn around again, Petey had helped himself. 
5. A full box of Pop Tarts, carried to the Secret Hiding Place in the dining room, the box and packages inside carefully 
opened, the Pop Tarts consumed. 
6. Twenty cherry pits and the paper towel they had been left on.  I can blame this one on my grandson, Luke.  He left 
the cherry pits on the table, and when I left the kitchen momentarily to say goodbye, pits and paper towel disappeared.  
This was a far more serious transgression than butter or buffalo because cherry pits contain cyanide and I didn't know 
if he had bitten into one or not.  I threw Petey into the car and drove like a maniac to the dog emergency center (why 
do things like this only happen after your vet's gone home for the day?)  An hour and $250 later, the emergency vet 
came into the waiting room, where I had been in agony, and said, "We got them all, including the paper towel, and I 
want you to know Pete's about the coolest dog we've ever seen.  He's sitting on a metal table, an IV in his leg, puking 
his guts out, and he's still grinning, wagging his tail, and saying, 'You people are really nice!  This is a great place 
you've got here!"  Yep, that's my boy. 
7. Two cups of a brown sugar, pecan, and butter mixture that was supposed to go on top of pumpkin pies on 
Thanksgiving day.  As a result, while 11 of us had a big family dinner (sans pie topping) and tried to watch the Cowboy 
game, Petey, high on sugar, zoomed through the house, careening off walls, bouncing off people and knocking my 
grandchildren flat on their backs. 
8. There's more, but you get the drift... 
  
And what does all this have to do with Pistol?  Petey taught Pistol his stealin' ways!  After two years of tattling on Petey 
every time he caught him stealing something, Pistol must have had an epiphany:  if I can outsteal the stealer, all the 
goodies can be mine!  Their route to the kitchen counters, by the way, was this:  from the floor to a kitchen chair, to the 
kitchen table, leap to the grooming table, short step to the counter by the stove, tip-toe across the stove to the counter 
by the sink, and if necessary, traverse the sink to the mother-lode of counters, the one by the refrigerator.  This is the 
down side of living with a houseful of agility dogs. 
  
The first thing Pistol stole was about a cup of macaroni and cheese left in a pan on the stove.  I blamed Petey...then I 
found a macaroni stuck in Pistol's beard.  The second thing was bacon grease in a skillet by the sink.  Pistol's greasy 
face gave him away.  But it was the third thing that actually stopped Pistol from stealing anything else...but probably 
only because he got caught in the act. 
  
I had been in the front yard and came through the kitchen door to see a bag of marshmallows - the big size 
marshmallows - ripped open and on the floor.  Petey dove under the kitchen table to hide but Pistol, immobilized with 
the evidence, didn't move.  His mouth was packed full of marshmallows; he looked like a chipmunk with his cheeks full 
of acorns.  "What are you doing?" I asked.  Pistol tried to spit out the marshmallows but couldn't - they were all stuck 
on his teeth.  He tried to swallow the marshmallows but couldn't - they had turned into one big gooey mess in his 
mouth.  Finally, admitting guilt, shame, deceit, lying, stealing, embarrassment - and the marshmallows weren't that 
good anyway - he laid down on the floor and, if he could have cried, he would.  I hadn't said another word.  The 
marshmallows did the talking. 
  
That's all it took, getting caught in the act.  Pistol never stole anything again.  As for Petey...well, it's a hard habit to 
break when that stealin' thing is in your genes... 
  

  
Last Pistol Stories, Including My Favorite - # 6 

Posted by: "Barbara Cecil" lowchenlover@gmail.com    
Tue Aug 24, 2010 8:37 pm (PDT) 
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In my 45 years in dogs, I've had two dogs who could read people like a book. If they said a dog or a person was not 
nice, I believed them because inevitably it would turn out to be true.  Unfortunately, neither of my highly perceptive 
dogs was Pistol. ;-} Dear Pistol loved every person and every dog he ever met - even the not so nice ones - with one 
exception. He hated and would go after every Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever he saw. Luckily there aren't many  

 

 
around, and even more luckily, he never confused a Toller with a Golden Retriever, but he hated the breed with a 
passion...and with good reason. 
 
We were at an agility trial in Austin, staying at a small, friendly motel. I had just taken Pistol out to potty and we were 
walking back to our room when through an open door charged a Toller, intent on killing my dog. Pistol was on leash, 
as was the Toller, so just as the Toller grabbed Pistol, his owner and I were able to separate the two. I was amazed to 
see Pistol, who had never shown an ounce of aggression in his life, wanted to fight back - and I had to hold him back - 
as the Toller was drug into his room. I was careful to avoid the Toller all weekend, and hoped Pistol would forget the 
incident. He didn't. He was only 3 when this happened, but for the rest of his life, Pistol was on Toller Alert. Assuming a 
good offense is the best defense, he'd go after every Toller he saw, even if the Toller was working in a ring or half way 
across an arena. 
 
Several years later I became friends with a girl who had nice Tollers, and we tried and tried to at least desensitize 
Pistol to their presence, but were never successful. This was the only grudge Pistol ever held, to the great relief, I'm 
sure, of all his Pit Bull, Akita, and Doberman friends. 

******************************************************** 

I simply have to include this because it's such a good story on Don Roback, 
partner of OTCH MACH J, Pistol's younger brother... 

 
I met Don Roback at the AKC Agility Invitational here in Houston about 7 years ago. Don had a Min Pin who wanted 
Don to run every step of the course with him. When Don learned that I routinely handled Pistol from distances of 10 to 
15 *yards*, and hardly ran at all, he decided he wanted to do that 
too, and told me he would be interested in getting a Lowchen someday. After the Invitational, I emailed Don a dozen 
pictures of Pistol running courses and Don replied with the biggest back-handed compliment I've ever received: "The 
pictures are great! And the best thing about them is that you aren't in any of them!" Gee, thanks...I thinkR.. 
 

This is another story originally sent to the Lowchen list and reposted on 
LowchensAustralia.com.  

This is my favorite Pistol story of all time; it 
illustrates what a fun and fearless little trooper he was... 

20th July, 2003 
 
Pistol wowed 'em at the huge Reliant Center agility trial yesterday...not exactly in the way I wanted, but in true 
Löwchen fashion, I guess. ;-} First I should say that Pistol is a 
fantastic agility dog, more than halfway to his AKC Master Agility 
Championship (MACH); he always places, and usually wins the 12" 
Excellent B classes which around here (Texas) means besting at 
least 40+ other 12" class dogs. By the time Pistol ran the Excellent B 
Standard class yesterday afternoon, there were hundreds of people - 
almost all general public - standing around the huge carpeted ring. 
The carpet provided very poor footing, and the 
agility dogs had been sliding around on it for 4 days; Pistol probably 
being the only dog there who thought sliding was fun. Sure enough, 
Pistol overestimated his takeoff point for the 4th obstacle - the triple 
jump – and crashed right into it, sending bars flying everywhere as 
he practically slid out of the ring. "Oh, no!" the crowd cried, "that little 
dog is hurt!" Nah. What they didn't know is that Pistol has the pain  
threshold of a pit bull...he scrambled to his feet and attacked the rest of the course with a vengeance. The crowd 
cheered in appreciation of his bravery. He had them in his pocket. ;-} When he got to the difficult entrance on the 12 
weave poles, he was going so fast that he entered airborne between the first and second poles, pivoted in the air to 
land between the second and third poles, jumped through the third and fourth, found his rhythm and finished the poles  
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in a nanosecond. The crowd went wild. Actually, so did I! I've been doing agility for 10 years, and I have never, ever, 
seen an act of such pure athleticism. Now I have to set up the ending by telling you that I've taught  
 
Pistol to run and grab his leash off the leash stand (a coat rack-looking-thing made out of PVC pipe) after completing 
the last obstacle. He then is to run back 
to me with the leash, as I'm usually still on the course, huffing and puffing to get to the finish line... 
 
So in this same run, which we've already flunked, thanks to trashing the triple, Pistol clears the last jump, runs the 20 
feet to the leash stand and grabs his leash, just as he's been trained to do. Only then do I see, from the middle of the 
ring, that the steward has actually attached the leash to the stand, rather than just laying it across the bar. So here 
comes Pistol, running back to me, dragging the leash which is dragging the leash stand! He did pause for a moment to 
see what was chasing him, realized it was no big deal, and came running on. At this point, the crowd was on their feet, 
cheering!  It was no small feat to unattach the leash at one end while Pistol was playing tug with it on the other end, 
but I finally succeeded and exited the ring with the leash stand in one hand, and Pistol tugging as hard as he could on 
the leash in the other hand. 
 
Well... Thanks goodness the judge had a sense of humor. When I apologized later, she said, "I don't care what he 
does, that is one little hot dog!" Or as one of my friends said, "If you can't win a ribbon, wow 'em with flash and dash!" 
Pistol does that, a lot. 
 
I hope you've enjoyed my reminisces of Pistol. Writing them has helped me to heal. Pistol was nothing less 
than a gift from the dog gods. Ten years ago he came into the life of a 55 year old woman - asthmatic, diabetic, 
arthritic - who was just about ready to retire after 40 years in dogs, and he turned my life around. How could I 
back out of dogs when I had the incredibly intelligent, talented, athletic Pistol demanding I get off my duff and 
teach him things? From the very beginning, so attuned were we to each other I believe we could read each 
other's minds. A letter I received from an agility friend after I lost Pistol said, "You had the dog all the rest of 
us wanted to have. You two were the team the rest of us could only dream of being..." Every time I walked to 
the line with Pistol it was a gift, a privilege, and an honor that I will never, ever forget. 
 

Selection From "On a Good Dog", by Ogden Nash 

My little pup ten years ago 

was arrogant and spry, 

But he was ten years younger then, 

and so, by God, was I. 

 

If natural law refused him wings, 

that law he would defy, 

For he could do unheard-of things, 

and so, at times, could I. 

Barbara Cecil and Pistol 
Pistol: MACH 3, NATCH-3, VERSATILITY NATCH, ATCH-SP, TayWil's Aerien Pistil 
Pete, UD, RAE, AJP, AXP, XF, OFP; UCDX; ASCA UD; ECC 400, EJC 400, EAC 600, 

HP-N; PG3, PD2, PJ3; CL4-H, CL3-F, CL3-S, CL3-R 
 

Yes, Barbara, Pistol was amazing and so are you.  Thank you for the wonderful stories you have shared.  Pistol will be a name 

that will forever be associated with one very special Löwchen. 

 
Barbara & Pistol, John, Don & J, Herb  

A special slideshow tribute to Pistol can  be viewed by clicking the 

following link 

http://www.photodex.com/share/Gillian_Robertson/49pw8mg4 

My apology that this is not MAC compatible. 

 

Rest in Peace Pistol 

You will never be forgotten 
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PERFORMANCE: 

As posted on our Lowchen Yahoo Group list – September 21st: 

 

“With his typical style and accuracy, Tucker finished another perfect 3 day trial this weekend with 
 6 perfect runs on some very challenging courses giving him the 20 QQ’s for his MACH-7 title.  
 He is now affectionately known in Colorado as “the incredible Q machine”.  
Gary and Ch. MACH 7 Geolen’s Here Comes Tucker CD RE XF 

Congratulations Gary and Tucker! 

 

From Barbara Cecil: 

 

Congratulations to our two new (2009) Versatility Lowchen! 
 
Ch. Castlehill’s Baxter’s Off’N Runnin’, CDX, RA 
Owned by Ruth Meyers, Louise Meyers and Sue Tapp 

Baxter  
 
Ch. Castlehills’s Charming Man of Steel, RE, NA, NAJ 
Owned by Barbara Carlson and Sue Tapp 
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TITLES SECTION: 

Submitted by: Gillian Robertson 
 
July: 
 
Beginner Novice 
  Taywil’s Aerien Everlasting BN RE 
  Sire: Ch. Bihar ‘N Annex Tucker 
  Dam: Ch. Taywil’s Sunny Twinkle 
  Owner: Barbara Cecil 
  Breeder: Herb Williams & John Taylor 
 
  Rally Novice 
   Stars and Stripes Piccolo RN 
   Sire: Ch. Chic Choix Lion Chic 
   Dam: Ch. Musicbox Mocha Motion 
   Owner: Sandra & Richard LaCroix 
   Breeder: Donna Jones 
 
   Open Agility 
    Ch. Ikon Hey Look Me Over Desusa OA OJA 
    Sire: Ch. Desusa’s Magic in Motion 
    Dam: Ch. Ikon Trailer Trash 
    Owner: Lynda Bowman 
    Breeder: Richard & Lyle Harding & Shirley F. Sanders 
 
    Master Agility Excellent 
     Ch. Desusa’s Tsunami VD Dandylion RN MX MXJ OF 
     Sire: Ch. Annex Causin A Stir at Desusa 
     Dam: Ch: Desusa’s Flower Child 
     Owner: Joni & Roger Weed 
     Breeder: Jonathan Kimes & Susa Williams 
 
     Open Agility Jumper   
      Ch. Ikon Hey Look Me Over Desusa NA OAJ 
      Sire: Ch. Desusa’s Magic in Motion 
      Dam: Ch. Ikon Trailer Trash 
      Owner: Lynda Bowman 
      Breeder: Richar & Lyle Harding & Shirley F. Sanders 
 

AKC TopDogs – Conformation 
January 1 – August 25, 2010 

 
1 GCh. Ch. Desusa’s Who’s Your Daddy 
2 GCh. Ch  Chic Choix Bihar Cuba 
3 GCh. Ch. Seafever’s Killian Red 
4 Ch. Touche’s Undercover Agent Rainbow 
5 GCh. Ch. Marday’s Ollie Ollie Home Free 
6 Ch. Kiji Laser No Big Deal 
7 Ch. Lowcommotion’s Musicbox Dancer 
8 Marquesan’s Madriglace Encore 
9 Ch. Sweetmeadow Jb of Kismet 
10 Ch. Musicbox Classical Masterpiece 
11 Musicbox Oreo’s Funstix At Dandelion 
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Championship Titles – July 
 
Ch. Desusa’s Razzle Dazzle “Em 
 Sire: Ch. Pluperfect Pickwick 
 Dam: Ch. Desusa’s Daddy’s Girl 
 Owner: Susa Williams 
 Breeder: Lorri Jergenson & Susa Williams 
 
 Grand Champion, Ch. Chic Choix Bihar Cuba 
  Sire: Chic Choix Veni Vidi Vici 
  Dam: Ch. Bihar ‘N Annex Westside Story 
  Owner: Carol A. Strong 
  Breeder: Juha Kares 
 
  Grand Champion, Ch. Desusa’s Who’s Your Daddy 
   Sire: Ch. Marrics Rocket Man 
   Dam: Ch. Desusa’s Smitten Kitten 
   Owner: Lynn Pettengill & Susa Williams & Sue Heckert 
   Breeder: Susa Williams 
 
   Grand Champion, Ch. Marday’s Ollie Ollie Home Free 
    Sire: Ch. Kismet’s It’s All About J Style 
    Dam: Marday’s Flee Breeze 
    Owner: Dayle & Mark Lewis 
    Breeder: Dayle & Mark Lewis 
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MEMBERSHIP: 
Submitted by: Don Roback, Membership Chair 
 
First of all, congratulations to new members: Jessica Bespalko (junior member), Jean Shepherd (full member) and 
Catherine Boettcher (full member) Diane Heathcote (full member)  
  
  
1) For Full Membership 
  Katherine Roll 
Address:  102 Danbury Dr, Coatsville, PA 19320  
Phone:  610-733-6077  
Email:   katseyeview72@comcast.net 
Current breeds: Lowchen,  Puli  
Breeds owned in the past:  Standard Poodles, mixed 
Membership in Clubs:  IPG, CPE, NDGAA, APDT 
Ever had a litter?  No 
Professionally connected to Dogs?  Yes, professional dog groomer and trainer 
License to deal in dogs?  Yes, business license for mobile grooming 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?  Yes 
Companion/Performance titles:  Ch 
Interests in dog fancy:  I enjoyed showing my first Lowchen and look forward to being more involved in the breed 
Areas of interest to work within th LCA:  promoting the breed  
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?   Donna Jones and Mary Billman 
  
  
2) For Full Membership 
  Rhonda Croxton 
Address:  102 Danbury Dr, East Fallowfield, PA 19320  
Phone:  610-466-7356  
Email:   rcroxton@hotmail.com 
Current breeds: Lowchen,  Puli  
Breeds owned in the past:  miniature schnauzer 
Membership in Clubs:   
Ever had a litter? No 
Professionally connected to Dogs?  No 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?  No 
Companion/Performance titles:   
Interests in dog fancy:  I’ve fallen in love with the Lowchen breed and I’m beginning to learn to exhibit them in the show 
ring and in flyball. 
Areas of interest to work within th LCA:  I have excellent computer skills and am a decent writer so I could contribute 
graphic/writing assistance; good organizational skills, too. 
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?   Donna Jones and Mary Billman 
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3) For Full Membership 

 Cindy Muir 
Address:  6210 Burruss Mill Rd, Cummings, GA 30041  
Phone:  678-455-0942  
Email:   cynthiamuir@bellsouth.net 
Current breeds: Lowchen,  Brussels Griffons  
Breeds owned in the past:  Brussels Griffons 
Membership in Clubs:  National Brussels Griffon Club, American Brussels Griffon Assoc., Sawanee Mountain Kennel 
Club 
Ever had a litter?  Yes 
Professionally connected to Dogs?  Yes, groom dogs professionally 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?  Yes 
Companion/Performance titles:  Ch 
Interests in dog fancy:  conformation and rescue 
Areas of interest to work within th LCA:  ways and means  
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?   Donna Jones and John Taylor  
 
 4) For Full  Membership 

 Jackie Henson 
Address:  51 Wild Rose Lane, Shelby, AL 35143  
Phone:  205-669-1563 
Email:  shelanacollies@bellsouth.net 
Current breeds:  collies, lowchen  
Breeds owned in the past:  
Membership in Clubs:  Collie Club of Alabama, Collie Club of America, Collie Health Foundation  
Ever had a litter?   Yes  
Professionally connected to Dogs?  No 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?   Yes, conformation classes 
Ever shown a dog to its AKC Championship? Yes, several 
Interests in dog fancy:  I enjoy my dogs as companions but also love to show them to their championships and 
occasionally breed them. 
Areas of interest to work within th LCA:  education, conformation, health 
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?  Donna Jones and Mary Spruiell 
  
5) For Full Membership 

 Ronnie Crowder and Wade Koistinen 
Address:  11213 E. Winner Rd, Independence, MO 64052  
Phone:  816-461-6805  
Email:  takashi_50@msn.com and laser01@sbcglobal.net  
Current breeds: Lowchen,  Havanese, Lhasa Apso  
Breeds owned in the past:  Keeshond, Papillions, Pomeranians, Yorkies and Pekingese 
Membership in Clubs:  American Lhasa Apso Club, Keeshond Club of America and Jesse James Kennel Club  
Ever had a litter?  Yes 
Professionally connected to Dogs?  Yes, professional handlers 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?  Yes 
Companion/Performance titles:  CD  
Interests in dog fancy:  Very Conformation and breeding 
Areas of interest to work within th LCA:  Since we travel a lot, it would be as we can 
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Pending 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?   Glenda Martin and Debbie King  
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Tails End 
We’ve all seen them.  The emails that talk about a “gentler time” a time when you could leave your doors unlocked, 
money in the milk box and let your kids run around the neighborhood without concern for their safety. 
 
Is it just me?  Is it just part of getting older?  Or, has the world and the people in it changed?   What has happened to 
our society that makes some people feel they need to impose their views and beliefs on others? What makes them so 
right and us so wrong?  What happened to tolerance, compassion and just plain friendliness?   It seems some people 
love to find fault and weakness in others and revel in pointing them out and in the process try to elevate them selves 
as being more of an “authority”.  They “know” and we, the simple peons of the world, don’t.  The result being we need 
to be “protected” from our ignorance.   
 
It seems that we are slowly but steadily moving towards a state run existence.  Here is Canada I fear we are closer 
than you are in the US as we “polite Canadians” follow like sheep to slaughter the politicians who are supposedly put 
in a position of power to “protect us”.   The AKC Dog Legislation issues are of grave importance with each State 
separate yet together as the ripple effect of one state legislation getting passed affects the others and can be 
extremely dangerous.  Here in Canada we have provincial laws.  In 2000 a Breed Specific Law was put in place here 
in Ontario which states that anyone that has a dog that is or looks like an American Pitbull should not own or breed 
said dog.  Anyone can report someone that owns a suspected offender.  Can’t you see where this is going?  Someone 
has a grudge against their neighbor, their outgoing, loving pet “looks” like a breed on the BSL list and bam they find 
themselves with one big headache and heartache fighting the “protectors” while the person that caused all the grief sits 
back and watches the people they accused jump through hoops trying to save a beloved family pet.  Sure there are the 
knuckle heads out there that do have dangerous dogs however like PETA others feel “they know” and the 
consequences of their “well meaning” actions can be devastating.   
 
 A case in Brampton, Ontario is an example of the witch hunt that is taking place in this country.  Long story short, two 
dogs were taken from a family in December 2009 because of claims that they were the result of a  pitbull breeding.   
The dogs were classified as pitbulls and put into the hands of local animal control.  There they sat for 90 days while the 
family spent over $20,000 in legal fees, which they could ill afford, trying to free them.  Finally the court ruled they were 
not pitbulls and they were returned to the family.  They are home but the family have had to erect a sign on the front of 
their house stating that “dangerous dogs reside here”.   One was a boxer cross the other looked more like a Great 
Dane cross than a pitbull.  Neither dog had ever bit anyone or shown aggression.  Even the staff at the animal control 
facility where they were held described them as being friendly. Now the family has a pile of debt to dig out from under, 
the stress of having gone through this ordeal and a sign on their house just to ensure that EVERYONE is “protected” 
from these two friendly misidentified dogs.  This legislation has put an end to breeding Staffordshire Terriers as they 
are listed on the BSL – the “nanny dog” a banned breed.  Canada is not alone when it comes to this insanity.  Other 
countries have similar legislation and similar lists, including Italy where Corgi’s are banned.   
 
Let’s fast forward a few years and where could we be?  PETA no doubt loves the BSL here in Canada and according 
to one on line activist there are similar situations in the US where people, placed in positions of trust, are making bad 
decisions while many of us have our heads in the sand and are hoping the problem with just go away.     
 
So where am I going with this rant?  Awareness.  Being involved.  Don’t sit by and be complacent.  Kuddo’s to Donna 
Jones who reported a Judge who actually had the audacity to enter one of her dogs at a show she wasn’t attending 
and tried to get away with saying he had judged the dog in order to meet an AKC requirement!  He’s been banned for 
life and given a $1,000 fine.  As pointed out on the LCA list, you do have to wonder how many others have gotten 
away with this same trick over the years.   
 
Why have we become so cynical of others?  What has happened to society over the last 50 years?  What has 
happened to thinking the best of others instead of looking for the worst?  What has happened to having a conscience 
about the actions we take?   In a tv interview between Wayne Gretsky and Peter Mansbridge, a Canadian news 
anchor the topic of Tiger Woods came up and Peter asked Wayne, about life and how he had succeeded in remaining 
down to earth, a good person in most peoples eyes and not succumbing to temptations around him as he became a 
super star in the sports world.  I loved his answer which simply put was “I always thought of my parents and what they 
would say or think about what I was doing or the decision I had made.”.   
 
 
 
 



 54 

 
 
Perhaps if more people thought about what their mom and dad would say, the world might one day return to a gentler 
time where friendless and good will prevail rather than distrust, misunderstandings and just plain nastiness.  Until it 
does, take the time to pay attention to the AKC Dog Legislation issues and be heard so that PETA and the other “do 
gooders” don’t destroy what we hold so dear, the joy of a litter of puppies, the fun of being with our dogs and the 
comradely this sport can and does offer.  Jon Kimes has provided a synopsis of what is going on in the US when it 
comes to animal welfare.  Pay attention. What’s happening around us now is going to affect our future and that of our 
beloved breed and sport.   Stand up, make some noise and don’t allow a few to destroy the world we know and love.   
Ignorance is not bliss, it’s criminal.  
 
Until next time 
Gillian at Tapestry   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tapestry Bihar Sweet Victory – Tori  

 
 

Bred by Bihar & Tapestry  
Owned by Kellye Bacon St. John & Carol A. Strong 

Photo by co- owner: Kellye Bacon St. John 


