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Editor’s note……… 
 
As you get this issue many of you will be packing and 
getting ready to head off to our National in Wichita 
Kansas.   
 
National’s are always such a great opportunity to re-
connect with friends you don’t see usually from one 
National to the next.  To just drown in the world of 
Löwchen  with others that share your passion for this 
delightful breed. 
 
Unfortunately many like myself will not be able to be 
there this year so please post post post!  We’ll all be 
watching Facebook for updates and pictures.   
 
This issue is primarily focused on PRA and the need for us 
to find the marker.  This is a very serious matter and we 
all need to assist in any way we can to alleviate the 
heartache that can come from it.   It is shorter than usual 
in order to get out before you get to the National. 
 
Have fun,  I noted it was 73 F. today in Wichita as I write 
this.   
 
Stay safe everyone and  have a wonderful time! 
 

Gillian 
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BUSINESS SECTION 

LCA January 2015 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Secretary: Lisa Brown 
 

The regularly scheduled club Board meeting was posted from January 06 to January 12, 2015 due to the President’s, 
Dalye Lewis, travel and show schedule. The Board members agreed to postpone the meeting.  

On January 12, 2015 Dana Read called the meeting to order for the President, since Dayle was ill and the Vice Present is 
new to the Board. The following Board members were in attendance: Lisa Brown, Jerry Davis, Donna Jones, Richard 
Lawless, Dana Read, Don Roback, Jean Shepherd, Wendy Russell, Danielle Tallman, and Jane Tuberson. 

Treasurer’s Report was accepted on January 12, 2015. The December board meeting notes were accepted by the Board 
on January 13th.  

The Corresponding Secretary, Don Roback, gave his report. LCA voted in six (6) new members to the club. Three more 
applicants will be published in the next Headlions. Vicki All reported that the Meet the Breed booth at Eukanuba went 
well. Don has not received any recent information for the Meet the Breed at Westminster in February. Don also 
reported that the AKC seems to be okay with some of our proposed constitutional changes. However, they are will not 
approve the use of social media (FaceBook, Twitter, etc.) for conducting club board meeting. 

The other potential constitutional were in regards to our membership. Our membership types (Full, Associate, Junior, 
and Foreign) would stay the same, but we wanted to reduce sponsorship to one instead of two current members to 
make it easier for new applicants to apply for LCA membership.  

Next Don gave a report on the 2015 Nationals. A new publicity flyer will be coming out next week. The show is only 3 
months away. All committee heads are filled with the exception of the Decorating Committee. He will have a banquet 
menu nailed down shortly. He also reminded the Board that he may be unable to attend the National and thus is looking 
for a Trial Chair to cover in case he can’t make it to the show. This person will need to attend the show and not be 
showing in the breed.   

Donna Jones reported that Vicki All has now heard from the AKC regarding Meet the Breed at Westminster. They have 
LCA registered as a participating club AND will give us a stipend to help with expenses. This will help the club greatly.  

In light of Don’s information from the AKC regarding no use of social media for conducting board meeting, Dana opened 
a discussion on the use of conference calling to conduct our monthly meetings. She suggested the meeting be held on 
one day for two to four hours. There are several free services (i.e. freeconferencecall.com). Several board members 
expressed their like for this method to conduct the monthly meetings. We will table this discussion until next month to 
allow for further research on services and costs. 

Don made a motion for the following constitutional changes: 1) full membership change to one sponsor; 2) Associate 
membership changed to voting/office holding privileges after 2 years; 3) Deletion of AKC delegate statement. Donna 
Jones voted against motion because she would like to see the club have an AKC delegate and does not want an Associate 
member to have voting privileges unless they become a full member with 2 sponsors. Wendy Russell agreed with the 
two sponsors for full membership. There was another dissenting vote from Jane Tuberson. Don retracted the motion so 



 

the Board could discuss these issues further. There followed a lively discuss, but no consensus on the membership 
issues. This issue was tabled for next month’s meeting to allow Board members to review the constitution on the 
membership. 

Donna Jones gave an update on the progress of the illustrated standard. The verbiage is still be crafted and reworked. 
She is also still seeking photos of dogs, colors, patterns, and photos exhibiting great temperament. She has many of her 
own pictures but would really appreciate other members sending their photos. Donna next gave an update on the 
Judge’s Education. We have been asked to conduct a seminar in Houston/Reliant. She will fly out and conduct the 
seminar. She has three dogs in the area and would love any club members to come to the show and let her use their 
dogs for the seminar.  

Dana opened a discussion on the club establishing a PayPal account for members to pay their dues. PayPal does charge 
up to 3% for businesses. Danielle will research PayPal and see if a fee is charged to non-profit organizations and report 
back at next month’s meeting. Donna Jones stated that the Bichon club uses PayPal and there is no fee to members 
when they use it to pay their dues. Dana will contact the BFCA Treasurer to gain insight on how a dog club is set up with 
PayPal. 

Wendy Russell has an original Lowchen art print. She has the copy rights to it. She thought it might be a good auction 
item for the National or that copies could be made and sold to raise money for the club. 

Dana Read made a motion to adjourn the meeting on January 21. The motion was passed on January 22, 2015.  

 
 
 

LCA Treasurer's Report - January 2015 
Treasurer: Dana Read 

 

With reference to 2014 ending balance 

Health and Research                    $   9,616.15 

Trophies                                             1,218.65 

Rescue                                               3,897.45 

LCA General Fund                           12,254.05    (10,036.49 + 2,217.56) 

Total LCA as of 12/1/14                $ 26,986.30 

  

December Expenses: 

   Postage (Dee records to Dana)       -  19.99 (from LCA general fund) 

   Postage (Dee records to Dana)       -  16.50 (  "       "        "          "    ) 

  

Total LCA as of 12/31/14              $ 26,949.81 (as transferred from M&T to Wells Fargo $24,732.25 + $2,217.56) 

  



 

January 2015 Income: 

  Dues                                               1,775.00 (to LCA general fund) 

  Breeder Referral                                140.00 (to LCA general fund) 

  Trophies                                                 5.00 (to Trophy fund) 

  Purina refund                                       35.75 (to LCA general fund) 

  

January 2015 Expenses 

   M&T account closure fee                  - 20.00 (from LCA general fund) 

  

Total LCA as of 1/31/2015           $ 28,885.56 

  

  

Recap by Fund, 1/31/2015: 

   Health and Research                    $   9,616.15 

   Trophies                                             1,223.65 

   Rescue                                               3,897.45 

   LCA General Fund                           14,148.31 

   Total LCA as of 1/31/2015                $ 28,885.56 

 

Here we go, folks - my first Treasurer's Report!  Here's a few explanations that should make it easier to understand: 

1.  M&T is the bank that Dee used.  We are now with Wells Fargo. 

2.  Dee was using the subcategories (Health and Research, Trophies, Rescue, General Fund), so I'm following suit - but 
all funds are in the same account. 

3.  The recurring figure of $2,217.56  is ending balance of the amount Dee kept on hand to make sure nothing bounced 
during this transition. That account is closed and funds transferred to Wells Fargo.  The $24,732.25 is the first check that 
Dee sent me (holding, pardon the expression, the lion's share of the treasury!) to open the new account. 

  

MANY thanks to my husband Bill for putting this in a legible form!  Unfortunately, I do not have Excel on my computer but 
as we progress and Bill is able to join me up here in NC, things will become easier and smoother!!!! 

  

Dana 

 



 

 
LCA February 2015 

Board Meeting Minutes 
Secretary: Lisa Brown 

 

On February 02, 2015 Dayle Lewis, LCA President, called the meeting to order. The following Board members 
were in attendance: Lisa Brown, Jerry Davis, Donna Jones, Richard Lawless, Dana Read, Don Roback, Jean 
Shepherd, Wendy Russell, Danielle Tallman, and Jane Tuberson. 

Dana Read submitted her first report as the new club Treasurer. It was accepted by all board members on 
February 02, 2015.  The new bank is offering a saving account at no fees or charges. LCA will establish a saving 
account and separate funds between the checking and savings account. The savings account earns a small 
amount of interest.  

The January board meeting notes were also accepted by all board on the same day. 

Dayle began the meeting with a discussion of Constitutional changes submitted to the AKC for their review. 
The AKC has approved all the submitted changes except the request to hold Board meetings via FaceBook. We 
are now ready to send the changes to the general membership for a vote. Dayle asked Don Roback to issue 
the Constitutional changes to the general membership.  

The Corresponding Secretary, Don Roback, gave his report. Membership report – the new member applicants 
were published in a Headlions addendum last week.  We will vote on them in a few weeks. Meet the Breeds at 
Westminster is a go. This is the first year the club will be participating at Westminster Meet the Breed.   

Next Don gave a report on the 2015 Nationals. We are two months away from the National show.  Don has 
been in contact with all committee heads to check on progress.  The menu is set for the banquet. He is still 
working on the cash bar for Happy Hour.  He will have the details shortly.  He will send out another mass 
membership mailing in early February with the banquet form.  The banquet costs $22.00 (+tax) per person. 
We will need to round up to $30.00 to cover associated costs like the banquet room.  At this time it looks like 
the bar will cost about $200.00 (+/-) for the bar service. 

Don’s biggest issue is attendance – his attendance.  Don is unable to attend the show. Work is interfering with 
the LCA business. He is talking to a couple of people about filling in for him as the trial chair at the breed 
shows (easy enough).  He will need some help at the banquet to make sure we get the room on time, etc.  He 
will be speaking to some of board members about all these details later. He of course would rather be at the 
show. Don is looking for someone who is not showing or exhibiting a dog at the National. Dona stated that on 
the AKC application for the Regional and National, a Trial Chairperson is required. He has served in the 
position several times but is largely useless and doesn’t require actual work at the events.   

Dana Read researched using Pay Pal as a method for LCA members to pay their dues, etc. Donna stated that 
the BFCA uses Pay Pal. Dana contacted the treasurer and confirmed that Pay Pal charges a 3% fee for each 
transaction. This fee is passed on to the user paying by Pay Pal at the time of the transaction. The BFCA uses 



 

Pay Pal at the National for members to pay for merchandise. The use of Pay Pal would add approximately 
$1.05 to the membership dues. Dana also commented that using certain credit cards, i.e. American Express, 
increase the Pay Pal fee. Would LCA members want an alternate way to pay dues other than by check? 

Danielle suggested that along with Pay Pal that LCA go to electronic renewal notices. This would save the club 
the expense of paper, ink, and postage. This process would require the same information from members as 
our current process. The club currently mails out forms to be completed/updated with dues payment 
enclosed. Dayle requested that the decision to use Pay Pal be tabled until the new treasurer has had the 
opportunity to become acclimated to her new responsibilities. The motion passed with a vote of 6 to 5 to offer 
Pay Pal as a method for members to pay their dues. The caveat is that the club will accept payment of dues by 
other methods as well (cash, check, money order) and that members using the convenience of Pay Pal will pay 
the 3% fee. 

The paragraph in the Constitution with regard to LCA having a delegate was voted upon to be removed. 
However, this does not mean that LCA cannot have a delegate. It just means that the club is not bound by the 
Constitution to have one. The delegate issue was discussed at length last year. There was no volunteer to take 
on the position and the Board thought paying for the delegate to attend AKC meetings was too costly for such 
a small club. Not sure we have members who would volunteer to foot the bill for attendance.   

Dana was the originator of this topic some time ago and shared the following:  board members didn’t think a 
delegate was necessary.  It seemed that the general consensus was that LCA was doing okay, so what's the 
point?  Dana wanted to mature the club and bring LCA from being a "simple, rare breed club" to the adult 
table of being a member club.  Being a member club gives a club a voting right in AKC affairs (representing the 
LCA body, of course!) as well as an understanding of and a voice in current and upcoming AKC matters.  Since 
LCA operates under the auspice of AKC, it is a benefit for the club to have a delegate. 

 If we had a delegate that normally attended Westminster and Eukanuba, the two meetings a year would be 
affordable and would give LCA a voice and a vote in AKC.  Dana stated that if we can afford Meet the Breeds, 
JEC seminars, rescue, etc. (all VERY worthy endeavors), we should be able to afford to give a stipend to help 
with expenses to someone who will be at these events.  Perhaps we could ask for volunteers through the 
Headlions. 

Several Board members agreed with Dana that LCA would benefit from sending a delegate to the AKC 
meetings. The concern always seemed to be the cost of attendance at the four quarterly meetings (NY, FL, 
etc.). Donna Jones did volunteer IF the club would pay the expenses. She will not pay the expenses for this 
delegate travel. Donna currently covers 90% of all costs associated with the Judge’s Education program. 
Without funding, the club should just forego a delegate. 

Jean Shepherd stated that her local club paid a non-member to represent them as a delegate to the AKC 
meetings. Donna stated that a delegate cannot represent two different clubs and must be a member of the 
club to qualify as a delegate. This makes sense as they represent the interest of the club.    

Danielle suggested using conference calling for Board meetings. She suggested we use 
freeconferencecall.com. She offered to set up the calls and notify all the board members. The site tracks 



 

attendance, activity minutes, and various other data points. The Board passed the motion to use conference 
calling as the method to conduct future board meetings. After much discussion the Board members were able 
to agree on a day and time for the monthly Board meeting conference call. The first conference call meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, March 18 at 6:00 p.m. The future meetings will be on the third Wednesday of 
each month. There will be a trial run on February 25. 

The following Board members are unable to attend the National show: Don, Dana, Danielle, Wendy (iffy), 
Richard, Wendy. Doesn’t appear we will have enough Board members to conduct an annual board meeting. 
Only four board members will be attending the show. 

The Board voted to eliminate the Breed Referral Committee. However, the club will still have a breed referral 
contact person and this person will be listed on the AKC website. The Board updated the various committees 
as follows: 

Committee Chair     Board Liaison 
Awards Gillian Robertson    Dayle Lewis 
Headlions Gillian Robertson    Dana Read 
Health/Life Cycles Wendy Russell 
Historian Gillian Robertson    Dana Read 
Judge's Ed Donna Jones 
Judge's Selection Dayle Lewis 
Membership Don Roback 
Legislative Wendy Russell 
Nationals Don Roback 
Performance Gary Nordahl   Jane Tuberson 
Policy Dana Read 
Rescue Kat Roll     Dayle Lewis 
Website Don Roback 

Donna reported that Wade was having a casual conversation with a fellow exhibitor (different breed) and the 
subject of Howard’s PRA diagnosis came up.  Turns out she, Liz Hansen, works with the research lab of 
University of Missouri.  They do DNA sequencing and have been making great strides in finding the genes and 
alleles that actually cause disease.  They are willing to work with us to try and find the DNA marker that 
indicates PRA.  This will be a lot of information, but I want ALL the board and eventually all members to read 
Attachment 1.  This is exciting, but of course comes at a cost.  Wade will volunteer Howard to be a subject, but 
after you read it over, you will see we need many, many samples.  This is what we have from Liz.  After you 
have time to read it over, questions of course should be asked. Several board members posed questions to 
Donna. She will contact Liz Henson for additional information. 

Dayle suggested we place the PRA topic on next month’s agenda. This will allow board members to read the 
attachment and perhaps do their own research. 

The LCA President made a motion to adjourn. The motion was passed and the meeting was adjourned.  



 

Editor’s note – the information provided with the minutes follows the treasurer’s report so that additional 
information provided by Wade could be included in this issue. 

February Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer: Dana Read 

 

Total LCA as of 1/31/2015                $28,885.56 

February 2015 Income: 

Dues                                                        585.00 

Calendars                                                369.00 

Trophies                                                   175.00 

Breeder Referral                                       40.00 

  

February 2015 Expenses: 

Wells Fargo - Checks                                31.70 

Wells Fargo - Deposit Stamp                     35.41 

Postage (Dee to Dana Final Records)       24.01 

  

Total LCA as of 2/28/15                     $29,963.44   

To date, I have received more checks for trophies and banquet, but as they are being deposited in March, they are not 
reflected in this report.  

Sorry that this report is not as detailed as January's.  Bill (husband with all of the computer skills I lack!) is now up here in 
NC and next month's report will be MUCH more professionally presented!!!!!  

  

Thanks for your patience!!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



 

 
Progressive Retinal Atrophy 

(PRA) 
 

 Editor’s Note:  Progressive retinal atrophy is the name of a group of hereditary diseases that involve degeneration of the 
retina and eventual blindness. The disease is inherited and occurs in both eyes (bilateral). There are many different forms 
of PRA, and each of the forms are the result of a specific hereditary defect. Purebred dogs are most commonly affected, 
and specific breeds are predisposed to specific types of PRA. At this time, there is no treatment for PRA. 
Despite the form of PRA, most dogs present with similar clinical signs. The age of onset will vary between 
breeds. Diagnosis of PRA by your veterinarian can be made with an eye exam and an electro-retinogram 
(ERG), which detects activity of the retina. Diagnosis can be assisted with genetic testing. 
 
 We begin with the attachment which was provided and referred to in the February Board minutes…. 

Attachment 1 – Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) Diagnosis  

SAMPLES are key - all the funding in the world won't help if we don't have samples from dogs affected with the disease 
we're targeting. Also useful to sample are immediate relatives - siblings, parents, grandparents.  
 
The CHIC DNA Bank is very useful for current, and future research. This is managed by the OFA, we isolate and store the 
DNA samples submitted for banking. Any dog can be banked. Many clubs, especially those with small gene pools, are 
encouraging (or even requiring) that any dog contributing to the gene pool (all dogs being bred) should be banked - that 
way, if something comes up that should be researched or testing becomes available, breeding stock can be easily tested. 
OFA's fee for the DNA bank is $20 per dog (one-time fee at time of submission). At National specialties, if the club is 
doing a group blood draw they drop the fee to half, so $10 per dog. (paid to OFA). Some clubs have owners pay the $10, 
some clubs cover that cost if they have funds available, to encourage owners to participate. 
 
STEPS FOR PRA RESEARCH 
   - Recruit DNA samples from dogs diagnosed with PRA. Ophthalmologist's report should also be sent so that the 
research team has complete clinical information on that dog.  
   - Our first step would be to run the tests for known PRA mutations we already test for - if the affected dog(s) have one 
of the mutations already known to cause PRA, a test is available immediately, with no research cost. 
   - If the affected dogs do not have a known PRA mutation, we would choose the most "typical" PRA case (assuming we 
have more than one affected dog sampled), and do a Whole Genome Sequence on that dog. The cost for WGS from one 
dog and analysis is $6000. Generating the sequence takes 2-3 weeks  once it goes on the sequencer. We work with 
equipment paid for by a $5 million cattle grant, so the cattle do bump us back in line sometimes - but as soon as a lane 
opens, dogs go back on the machine!  
   - Once the sequence is generated, it needs to be assembled, and then go through the analysis algorithms that result in 
a mutation report. Each sequenced dog will have thousands of mutations, so our mutation report prioritizes the 
identified mutations using criteria we can set for each search. Because we are working on several forms of PRA and 
other retinal diseases, we have a special, targeted analysis program that will look at the 200+ genes known to be 
expressed in the retina. If a mutation in any of these genes is found in the sequence from the affected dog, we 
investigate that mutation to see if it actually is responsible for the PRA in the sequenced individual, and fits the pattern 
seen in other Löwchen as well (PRA-affected dogs should have the mutation, clinically normal dogs that are old enough 
to show disease should test normal or carrier). 
   - If no plausible mutation is found in the genes known to be expressed in the retina, we look at the entire mutation 



 

report, and investigate other mutations to see if they may be responsible.  
   - If a thorough evaluation of the first dog's WGS does not reveal a mutation that is responsible for the PRA being seen, 
then it may be useful to do a second PRA-affected dog with the same diagnosis from an ophthalmologist, same/similar 
age of onset, etc. If a second WGS is run, it's crucial that the 2 dogs have the same disease! If this step was taken, it 
would be only the cost of WGS generation ($5000) - the analysis would be covered by the original analysis fee paid with 
the first WGS.  
   - If we still cannot pinpoint a causative mutation, a huge advantage of WGS is that once it is generated, that sequence 
data does not go away. As ever-improved analysis tools are developed, and a better understanding of disease gained, 
the sequence data can be looked at again, until it reveals the answers we are looking for.  
 
TESTING, ONCE MUTATION IS FOUND 
   - As soon as we have sufficient evidence to show that the correct mutation has been identified, we begin offering DNA 
tests. Typically, we offer free testing for any dogs diagnosed with the disease for several months (usually the first 3-6 
months after a test is offered) if the owner will send a blood sample directly to our lab. Owners with dogs that have 
been DNA banked for any reason prior to the discovery (CHIC DNA Bank, or for this or other research projects) may 
request a DNA test from the banked DNA at a reduced fee ($35) - this is our "thank-you" to owners who have made DNA 
available for research, even if their dog's DNA was not actually used in the research leading to the discovery. If the DNA 
was available during the time we were doing research, it qualifies for the reduced fee. This also applies to other 
discoveries that may be made in the future, for other diseases. For the majority of our DNA tests, we partner with OFA 
to offer the test using a cheek swab and barcoded card to collect DNA and send to our lab for shipping - OFA does the 
customer service and reporting, but our lab continues to do the actual testing. Our typical charge is $65. With other tests 
we offer, the samples come in from all around the world - it is relatively simple to collect and send the samples this way 
 
The retinal diseases we have identified mutations for so far have been found with WGS from a single individual. Because 
PRA is the canine equivalent of macular degeneration in humans, and that is a very active area of research in both dogs 
and humans, there is a lot of information available about genes expressed in the retina. This helps quite a bit. The tools 
available for DNA research today are vastly improved from what was available even a couple years ago. Scientific 
research is not the same as making widgets however - there are no guarantees, even if everything is done well. This can 
be frustrating, but we do want clubs and individuals to understand that it's not as simple as DNA and data in, product 
out! If you got VERY lucky, a test could be available in a matter of months - or it could be a few years down the road yet. 
It is certainly worth getting started - if nothing else, get DNA banked on as many dogs as possible so that it is available 
whenever the club or a group of individuals is ready to get the research started.  
 
If there are more questions, I'm happy to answer them.  
 
Liz 
 
Liz Hansen 
Animal Molecular Genetics Laboratory 
University of Missouri - College of Veterinary Medicine 
321 Connaway Hall 
Columbia, MO 65211 
 

 



 

 
Howard’s Story 

As told by Wade Koistinen 
 
Wade and Ronnie, Laser Löwchen, shocked us all by going public in the fall of 2014 about Howard’s diagnosis of PRA.  
Howard, BISS RBIS GCH CH Laser Kiji No Way No How is a beautiful dog with gorgeous type who won back to back 
Nationals in 2012 and 2013 in Concord, NC & Bloomington, IL.   Wade was good enough to sit on the phone with me as 
he drove home from a show to tell me Howard’s story.   The strength and admirable sense of duty to the breed shown by  
Wade and Ronnie by going public has inspired and spurred us into action.    Research to help identify the  PRA marker is 
needed and that costs money.  Your support of the current fund raising efforts advertised on Facebook or donations for 
specifically PRA Research are desperately needed.   
 

 
 
  
In mid to late June of 2014 Wade and Ronnie were at a show that was holding an eye clinic.  As  was their practise they  
took all the dogs with them to have their eyes done.  For Howard, now 5, it was routine and been part of his yearly 
check-up since he was a puppy.   As responsible breeders we all do what needs to be done to ensure our dogs are 
healthy especially when they are being used in breeding programs.   We don’t anticipate problems but that is why we do 
them, to ensure we catch them but hoping we don’t.   Wade was surprised when  Howard did not pass.  PRA was not 
diagnosed but the Dr. suggested he be re-examined in 6 months.  At the next show Wade went to there was another eye 
clinic.  The Optometrist this time it was Dr. Betts  from Iowa; someone Wade knew and trusted .   Wade didn’t say 
anything to Dr. Betts  about Howard having just been tested within the month so when he also failed him and suggested 



 

he be re-examined in 6 months there was reason for concern.   Wade and Ronnie had plans made for upcoming 
breedings but all was put on hold as they were hesitant to proceed without having some answers.   

Wade was told that when some people had failed eye exams they would go to the university and have an ERT/ERG done.  
ERT refers to “Electrophysiologic Retinal Testing” which is done to diagnose specific disorders of the retina, including 
inherited retinal diseases such as PRA.   There are several sub-tests performed which test the retina’s reaction to light 
and other stimuli.   If they pass the ERT/ERG many  conclude their dogs are fine and carry on without further testing.   

Wade waited a couple of months and then went to the University to get a more complete investigation done on 
Howard.  From researching and speaking with the specialist Wade learned that when caught at an early stage PRA 
cannot be diagnosed as PRA as the ERT would show there was retinal activity.  This however is nothing more than  a 
smoke cloud as the reason diagnosis often is not made definitively is because there is insufficient data collected on the 
breed to know what is normal and what is not.     

The Dr. at the University had the technology in place which allowed Wade to see Howard’s eye on a tv screen as the Dr. 
examined it with his own equipment.    As the examination was done the Dr. explained to Wade what he was looking at 
and it was clear to Wade from what he saw and was told that it was indeed early stage PRA.  In the early stages the dog 
can still see and in some the progression can be so slow that by the time they die they  still may not be blind.   The 
conclusion Wade came to from this very in-depth  consultation was that passing the ERT/ERG doesn’t mean a dog 
doesn’t have PRA .   

Obviously shaken and deeply disturbed by this news, on his way home from the University Wade started making phone 
calls.  Despite being upset he recognized immediately his duty in advising other breeders.  His first calls were to the co-
breeder of Howard and two breeders that had Howard daughters that were bred and had puppies on the ground.   He 
got home and wrote out an announcement that night which, after a sleepless night, he posted letting the world know 
their devastating news.  Within 24 hours of learning Howard’s fate his diagnosis was public knowledge. 

As Wade so wisely said, PRA is as much of a problem in our  breed  as a bad bite, cow hocks, coat issues and any other 
problem that we have to deal with as breeders.    To fear it is to stop breeding.  It’s out there and it’s through knowledge 
and working towards finding a marker that we must move forward.     PRA is extremely important because dogs can go 
blind from it but Wade does not feel you need to totally throw away the blood line when this happens .  You just have to 
learn to work with it.    Certainly if you don’t have it in a line you don’t want to breed into it and if you do you must be 
cognizant about the problem, the selections you make and try and work with as clear a line as possible.  

Thank you Wade and Ronnie for sharing Howard’s story.  Now we must all work harder and move as quickly as we can 
for our beloved breed   to find that marker.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

  

 

 
 
 



 

MEMBERSHIP  

Submitted by Don Roback, Membership Chair 

Congratulations to the new members! 

Cathy Pronzini and James Moen 
Dave and Heidi Neal 

Robin Weckerly 
Kris Fletcher 

 
The new member candidates are: 

 

 

 

 
GCH CH Boondock’s Bailey’s N Cream MusicBox 

Photo by Kat Roll 



 

 

Also, current Associate member (since 2009) Robin Stewart is applying for Full Membership.  She is 
supported by Donna Jones and Don Roback.   

 

 

  

 
GCH CH Sweetmeadows Don’t Make My Brn I’s Blu 

Photo by Ginger Aubert 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Freda McGregor 
Littlecourt 

 

  

Carolyn Marzano 
Ivytree 

 

 



 

Tails End 

Winter is finally over!  Up here in Canada, we still are having some very cold days and I have a few more piles 
of snow that need to melt away, BUT, hope burns eternal and my daffodils are starting to appear.   

This issue is shorter than usual for which I apologize.  I have not had time to dig into any more of the historic 
documents but promise next issue to include some more gems from our past for you all to enjoy.   

I am very sorry I can’t make this year’s National.  Hate missing them but do look forward to the pictures and 
stories.  I’ll be following Facebook closely.  Hopefully next year will be different and I’ll have a chance to catch 
up, in person, with many of you. 

Please support the PRA fund raising efforts.  We need to find that marker.  So many other breeds now have it 
and what a relief it will be for us all once we do.   

Like many of you, I am looking forward to getting out in my gardens again and  being able to relax on the deck 
and enjoy watching the girls race around the yard showing, as Lowchen can, their pure joy of life.  No doubt 
Prada will be back to swinging from her favourite rope like a Jack Russell.  Now 9 years old she still acts more 
like a puppy then the matriarch of the bunch.  

Safe travels to and from the National until next time….. 

Gillian 

at Tapestry 
 

 

   



 
 

 

 

TITLES SECTION: 
AKC REPORT TITLES AWARDED: 
All information obtained directly from AKC Reports received monthly by LCA.  
These reports include both members as well as non-member titles 
Should you notice any discrepancy please contact AKC directly to resolve and 
advise gillian17@gmail.com 
Submitted by: Gillian Robertson 
 
 
December 2014 

Title Name Owner(s) Breeder(s) 
Champion 

 
CH Marday's Tru Lee Amazing 

 
Dayle Lewis 

 
Dayle Lewis & Mark Lewis 

 
Grand Champion GCH CH Boondock Musicbox Don't 

Roll Those Eyes At Me! 
Jerry Davis & Donna Jones 

 
Donna Jones & Kayley Kovar 

 
 

January 2015 

Title Name Owner(s) Breeder(s) 
Champion 
 

CH Madriglace Chenoka Jade Lady 
 

Nadine Baldwin 
 

Janette E Swindler & Jo Beckett & Arlene 
Butterklee 
 

Champion 
 

CH Musicbox Bare Bum 
Gumbeaux 
 

Lisa C Brown & Donna Jones 
 

Donna Jones & Mary Spruiell & Mary 
Billman 
 

Champion 
 

CH Suite Laser Love 'Em And 
Leave 'Em 
 

Jackie Brinton Mourning & Frank 
R Mourning 
 

Jackie Brinton Mourning & Lorrie 
Jergenson 
 

Grand Champion GCH CH Willowcreeks Fat Bottom 
Girl 
 

Lexi Neel & Donna Jones & Cierra 
Wolfe 
 

Lexi Neel & Donna Jones 
 

 
February 2015 
 
No  Conformation titles in February.  
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Performance Titles 
  
All information obtained directly from AKC Reports received monthly by LCA.  
These reports include both members as well as non-member titles 
Should you notice any discrepancy please contact AKC directly to resolve and 
advise gillian17@gmail.com 
 
 
 
December 2014 
 

Title Name Owner (s) Breeder(s) 

Rally Advanced 
 

GCH CH Touche's Urchin RA OA OAJ AXP 
AJP 
 

Robin Stewart 
 

Richard Lawless & Jennifer 
A Lawless & Gini Denninger 
& Alexandira Schlaud 
 

Master Bronze Jumper 6 
 

CH MACH19 Geolen's Here Comes Tucker 
CD RE MXS5 MJB6 XF 
 

Gary L Nordahl & Ruthie Nordahl 
 

Lenore M Gish 
 

 
 
 
 
January 2015 
 
Title Name Owner(s) Breeder(s) 
Open Agility 
 

Touche' Who OA NAJ 
 

Hedi Allis 
 

Richard Lawless & Jennifer A Lawless 
 

Master Agility Excellent 
Preferred 5 
 

CH OTCH MACH3 PACH Taywils Wolfs Bane UDX 
OM4 VER MXC MJS2 MXP5 MXPS MJP5 MJPS 
PAX XF T2B 
 

Don Roback Herbert H Williams & John C Taylor 
 

Master Silver Agility 
Preferred 
 

CH OTCH MACH3 PACH Taywils Wolfs Bane UDX 
OM4 VER MXC MJS2 MXP5 MXPS MJP5 MJPS 
PAX XF T2B 
 

Don Roback Herbert H Williams & John C Taylor 
 

Excellent Agility Jumper 
 

Roseland Tequilla Gold V Ashfords RA OA AXJ 
OF CGC 

Patricia M Roach 
 

Kris Fletcher & Gini Denninger 
 

mailto:gillian17@gmail.com


 

 
Master Excellent Jumper 
 

Alemir Ta-Da! Here I Am AX MXJ 
 

Carol Mount 
 

Julie A Tune & Marie-Claire 
Onabowale 
 

Master Agility Champion 2 
 

CH MACH2 Windsor Bihar Boom Goes The 
Dynamite CDX MXS MJG T2B2 
 

Don Roback Margaret Cropsey & Carol A Strong 
 

 
 
 
 
 
February 2015 
 
Title Name Owner(s) Breeder(s) 
Utility Dog 
 

CH MACH2 Windsor Bihar Boom Goes The 
Dynamite UD MXS MJG T2B2 
 

Don Roback 
 

Margaret Cropsey & Carol A Strong 
 

Rally Excellent 
 

GCH CH Touche's Urchin RE OA OAJ AXP AJP 
 

Robin Stewart 
 

Richard Lawless & Jennifer A Lawless 
& Gini Denninger & Alexandira 
Schlaud 
 

Master Silver Agility 
 

MACH Lordocs Alfonso Mn Lucky Duck MXS MJS 
OF RATO 
 

Elizabeth Sternitzky 
 

Lorri Jergenson & Susa Williams 
 

Master Agility Excellent 
Preferred 
 

MACH Musicbox Whistlestop's Bee Charming 
Idgie MXS MJS MXP MJP NF 
 

Mari Hiltz & Dennis Hiltz 
 

Donna Jones & Susa Williams 
 

Master Excellent Jumper 
Preferred 
 

MACH Musicbox Whistlestop's Bee Charming 
Idgie MXS MJS MJP NF 
 

Mari Hiltz & Dennis Hiltz 
 

Donna Jones & Susa Williams 
 

Advanced Canine Good 
Citizen 
 

Castlehill's Elfish Dalyla CGCA 
 

Natalie Galdi-Weissman & 
Susan Tapp 
 

Susan Tapp & Susa Williams 
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