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On the cover: 
 
 

Multi-BISS GCh Ch Windsor Bihar Chasing Rainbows 
 

A very proud moment for Bihar when Chase became the first Löwchen to receive a Group placement at the 
show of shows - Westminster.  Needless to say we are thrilled that this lovely boy is following in his  

father's footsteps and making his mark on our breeding program. Watch for more lovely Chase and Louie 
kids in the future. 

 
Sire:  BIS Int'l Ch. Bihar Ivytree'n Marshvu Louie, ROM 

 
Chase doesn't need to "chase" after that rainbow any longer......he caught it! 

 
Thanks to Greg Strong and team for their care, love and support. 

 
Breeders: Margaret Cropsey & Carol A. Strong 

Owners: Margaret Cropsey, Carol A. Strong, Gillian Robertson & Daniel Cunningham 
 

 
 

 

Editor:  Kat Roll 

Associate Editor: Rhonda Croxton            

lcaheadlions@gmail.com 

 

 

      Dee Gardinier              Billing Collection 

      Donna Jones               Graphics 

      Shari McNeill               Graphics 

      Rhonda Croxton          Distribution    

 
Membership Information 

Types of Memberships and Membership Application forms are available on the LCA website 
www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org 

 
A subscription to Headlions for a non-club member is $20.00 per year. 

Your thoughts and comments are welcome and encouraged as well as articles, photos and ads for the newsletter.  
 Please send your submissions via email to: lcaheadlions@gmail.com 

The editors reserve the right to edit or return submissions. 
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Headlions is published quarterly 

 

Ad Deadline                                                   Publication Date 

 

February 2012                                               March 2012                   
Westminster Issue 

 

May  2012                                                      June 2012 
AKC Eukanuba 2011 Issue 
 
 
 
August  2012                                                 September 2012 
 
 
 
                    
November  2012                                            December 2012 
LCA National Specialty Issue  
              
 

Covers are reserved for the Westminster, AKC/Eukanuba and 
National Specialty winners – if not taken by winners they are 
available.   

 

As we are digital we can be more flexible with deadlines and will 
do what we can to accommodate your requests. 

Advertising Rates: 

 

All payments are to be sent to Dee Gardinier, Treasurer, made payable 
to Löwchen Club of America.   

Note all pictures are now in color.   

Outside front cover                                                                     $100.00 

Inside  full page                                                                            $70.00 

Inside  half page                                                                           $50.00 

Above based rates based on submission of 1 photo    

Each additional photo                                                      $10.00  

Business Cards – 4 Issue                                                             $30.00 

 

Brags, Rainbow Bridge and Litter Announcements 
    Free to members     $25.00 to non-members  

 

All ads submitted as part of “Insights” series are discounted 50%.  
There is also a 50% discount for ads submitted by our Junior 
Members. 

 
 

Assistance is available for developing your ad thanks to the talent of Donna Jones bichons@southbell.net or  
Shari McNeill, hogan100@rogers.com  Note all pictures must be submitted as jpg’s and not embedded in your 

message. 
 
The Löwchen Club of America is not responsible for nor does it necessarily agree with opinions expressed in Headlions, either in 
articles or in advertisements. Headlions is not responsible for the accuracy of received material; those submitting material to the 
publication are asked to please proofread copy for correctness before sending. No part of this magazine may be reproduced in any 
medium without the written permission of the current editor. 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Submitted by Don Roback 
 

Committee   Chair   Phone    Email address Board Liaison 
Awards
  

Gillian Robertson 519-859-3724    gillian17@gmail.com Dayle Lewis 

Breeder 
Referral 

Vicki All 574-583-8157 allpwd@comcast.net Don Roback 

Headlions  Kat Roll         610-733-6077  lcaheadlions@gmail.com Barbara Cecil 
Health Wendy Russell 253-904-8422 kharayork@aol.com Barbara Cecil 
Historian Dana Read 352-589-1078 otakalhasas@aol.com   
Judges 
Education 

Susa Williams 660-827-4210 desusa42@iland.net Donna Jones 

Judges 
Selection 

Elaine Saxon 309-234-0292 oeslady@att.net Dayle Lewis 

Membership Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com   
Legislative Cheryl Hatchell 843-814-0726 chatchell@comcast.net  
Life Cycles To Be 

Determined 
   

Nat’l Specialty 
2011 

Dee Gardinier 315-697-3124 Phipps@vplp.net  

Nat’l Specialty 
2012 

Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com  

Performance Barbara Cecil  713-464-7369 BBcecil@aol.com  
Policy 
Committee 

Dana Read 352-589-1078 otakalhasas@aol.com Donna Jones 

Rescue Suzanne Solin 847-526-1071  threepupmom@aol.com Cheryl Hatchell 
Ways & Mean 
Committee    

Mary Billman      248-627-3890    mcbillman@charter.net Donna Jones 

Website Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com  
              

For questions, or concerns, please contact the chairperson to the committee, or contact the Director in 
your area. 
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DIRECTORS 
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3612 Neale Rd. 
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(585) 538-9391 (Home) 
mardays@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President 
Donna Jones 
1219 W. Macedonia Ch. Rd. 
Oxford, GA 30054 
(770) 784-9840 (Home) 
(678) 231-7015 (Mobile) 
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Recording Secretary 
Barbara Cecil 
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Corresponding Secretary 
Don Roback 
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President’s Message

Hi Everyone! 
 
Well, spring is just around the corner and none too soon 
for me! Although we have had a mild winter here in the 
Northeast, it has still been a gloomy one.  I can’t wait for 
the warm and sunny weather, which means lots of 
outdoor shows! 
 
Don Roback and his team have been working very hard 
on our 2012 Nationals. It promises to be a wonderful 
success. Elaine Saxon will be sending out voting ballots 
for our judges. The Board has found that the results of 
the voting for this year’s judges have fallen into a black 
hole never to be found again. Therefore, to make it fair 
to all, we shall hold another vote. I hope that all our 
members will vote as this is your chance to have your 
voice heard. 
 
At this time, I would also like to suggest that anyone 
who would like issues discussed at our monthly Board 
meetings to please drop me an email at 
Hmardays@yahoo.comH.  My mission is to work for th
membership and this is another way for your questions 
and concerns to be addressed. 

e 

 
Until next time, go out and enjoy your little lions! 
 
Dayle Lewis 
President, LCA 
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ON LINE BOARD MEETING NEWS 
Submitted by: Barbara Cecil, Recording Secretary 
 
January 2012 LCA On Line Board Meeting 

January 2, 2012, Board Meeting of the Löwchen Club of America was called to order by the 
President, Dayle Lewis.  
Present: Dayle Lewis, Barbara Cecil, Don Roback, Dee Gardinier, John Taylor, Denise Schiele, 
Gary Nordahl, Earlemarie Dingel, Donna Jones, and Dana Read. 
 
After an explanation by Dee of several of the items listed in the December Treasurer’s Report, the 
December 2011 Treasurer’s Report and the December 2011 Minutes were accepted by a majority 
vote of the Board.  
 
Don Roback, Corresponding Secretary’s Report: No report. However, beginning in February, each 
month I will present an updated National Specialty report. 
 
Concerning the National Specialty, Dana asked if there is an itemized budget drawn up by the 
Board for a National, delineating the Board approved amount for line item expenses such as show 
site, cost of judges (conformation, sweeps, OB, agility, rally, etc.), hospitality, annual awards 
banquet, superintendent fees, AKC fees, etc. Dana further stated that the LCA has great 
guidelines for holding a Specialty, but does not contain a budget; an itemized, board-approved 
budget would benefit us all in the future. Further discussion on this subject will be taken up in the 
February meeting. 
 
 
Old Business:  
 
1) The LCA is not going to do a Meet The Breeds at the International KC show in Chicago in 
February. 
 
2) Multiple LCA checking accounts are being called in and consolidated and the Ways and Means 
Committee – which reached its goal in raising money for the club and is no longer needed – is 
being dissolved and its funds added to the LCA General Fund. John Taylor restated the history 
and Board policy: The LCA maintained two checking accounts prior to acceptance into the AKC, 
one for routine business and one account in anticipation of having to pay the AKC for a per/dog 
fee when the Registry was turned over to them. (Because of the excellent condition of the Registry 
as opposed to other breeds, the fee was waived by the AKC since we had done all the work for the 
input documents). At that time, the Board voted to maintain one checking account, and according 
to the LCA Constitution, that one account is the responsibility of the Treasurer. 
 
3) Barbara requested reports on the Judges Seminar and the Meet the Breeds at Eukanuba from 
the people who did the seminar and the people who manned the Löwchen booth. The Board 
needs to know: What went right? Wrong? What could be done better next year? Dayle will ask 
Susa and Cathy Boettcher for reports to be given at the February meeting. 
 



4) Dee has not yet decided whether or not to set up a Pay Pal account. 
 
5) Barbara asked why did the LCA not sponsor the AKC awards for Highest Scoring Löwchen in 
Obedience and High Löwchen in Agility at Eukanuba? Answer: apparently the LCA slipped 
through the cracks in communications from AKC. Barbara would like to personally apologize on 
behalf of the club to Gary Nordahl (agility) and Laura Boyce (obedience) for this having happened. 
The Board will do its best to see the medals are sponsored in the future. 
 
 
New Business:  
 
Dana suggested that at the February meeting we bounce around ideas that the Judges Education 
Committees of other clubs use, such as DVD's with the presentation for future reference and tri-
fold brochures with the key judging points that are so handy for judges to have ringside. Donna 
said she would be willing to work with Dana and Susa to get an outstanding Judges Ed Program 
together. 
 
The meeting was adjourned Jan 5, 2012. The February meeting will begin on February 6. 
 
 
Barbara Cecil 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
February 2012 LCA On Line Board Meeting 

The February 6, 2012, Board Meeting of the Löwchen Club of America was called to order by the 
President, Dayle Lewis. Present: Dayle Lewis, Barbara Cecil, Don Roback, Dee Gardinier, John 
Taylor, Denise Schiele, Gary Nordahl, Earlemarie Dingel, Donna Jones, and Dana Read. 
 
The January 2012 Treasurer’s Report and the January 2012 Minutes were accepted by a majority 
vote of the Board.  In answer to Denise’s questions to Dee concerning the National Specialty, Dee 
noted that she had made a National report showing total profit, with the breakdown of expenses.  
Chenango Valley paid us $715.60, the rosettes cost us $390.50 which was a profit of $325.10. The 
$738.50 charge was for the shirts & etc sold, we took in $863.00, for a profit of $124.50.  On the 
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treasurers report Dee also recorded $1132.55 from Mary Billman’s Ways and Means Committee; 
this money was placed in the General Fund. 
  
Corresponding Secretary Don Roback: No new member applicants. The two member applicants 
from December were both voted in.  As for the Concord National, we’ve already received quite a 
few trophy donations! We'll also be soliciting more cash as November approaches. Laura Boyce is 
doing a great job with trophies. 
 
Recording Secretary Barbara Cecil:  I have several things to report. 
1) I sent everyone on the Board a list of 2011 LCA members who have not yet paid their 2012 
dues; only 3 people on that list have since renewed. There are some notable names on the non-
renewal list; I would particularly like to address two members for whom I think we should consider 
compassionate memberships. They are both trying to overcome some major setbacks in their lives 
and the LCA cannot be high on their list of priorities right now. They have both given endless hours 
to the club and it's time we gave back. I don’t want to make their situation such that they have to 
reapply for membership when times get better. A compassionate membership would be something 
new for this club, with any cases considered on a yearly by-need basis. The creation of a 
Compassionate Membership was approved by a majority vote of the Board. 
 
2) An effort is being made to determine when Raymond L. Smith of Estero, Florida, who believes 
he has been a member of the LCA long enough to have attained Lifetime Membership status, 
joined the LCA. Dana has volunteered to run down Raymond’s status. 
 
3) Life members Robert and Carole Yhlen wrote, "I would like to have someone contact me about 
my collection of pictures and books, etc. to give to the club”.  Don and Dana are contacting Robert; 
papers, pictures and items of historical interest to the club will go to Dana, club historian, and the 
rest will be the highlight of the club auction at the North Carolina Specialty in November. 
 
Susa’s Report on the Judges Education Seminar at Eukanuba in Tampa in December 2011: 
The Judging Institute that is put on by AKC is a great way to show the judges the correct breed 
types and to be educated as to the standards for them. They had 4 days of seminars available for 
the judges to attend. It was very well attended, and we were fortunate to have 7 judges attend 
ours. We were on Thursday at 2:45pm and as it was 2 days before our Löwchen entry, dogs to 
use for it were nil. My cry for help was answered when talking to Donna Jones about the sad fact 
that we didn't have dogs for the judges to go over. And that was the idea of having the seminars, 
so judges could learn more about the standard and then have dogs to examine, and to move.  
Donna came to our rescue and drove down from Georgia with 3. Contacted the Meet the Breeds 
girls, and got us 4 more. It was great. And I was much relieved. We had 7 judges and we went 
over the seminar, judges were given hand-outs with a set of the seminar notes with places for 
each slide to make comments and note questions. After the seminar was a Q and A and all the 
participants were well-versed on our breed and that went very well. They all had done their home 
work, studied the breed and the questions were excellent. There was to be a break and then on to 
the ring area, but as we were the last for the day, we went on in. Each judge and myself were 
given a sheet with the numbers for each dog, A-G. We took the group around, then as we only had 
a long table, we put a dog on each end and each judge and myself went over them and marked 
their placements as well as the reason for the placements. More questions were addressed, and 
each dog was taken down and back again. The quality of dogs for the exam was great, and each 
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offered different options for the judges to consider. We checked the placements and each judge 
was asked what made them choose the winners. We did place A through G. I was so pleased that 
we were almost in total agreement with the placing. One did place 1 and 2 reversed, and as we 
discussed it, he had preferred the head on his 1st place dog, and the rest found their 1st place a 
better dog all over, including head.  
 
It was a pleasure to work with them, and I found them to be interested in our breed, and they 
enjoyed the experience and chance to have a more hands-on experience rather than just the 
seminar. Thanks for giving me the chance to do the judges education, it is an honor and I love 
doing it. The more the judges see that we care enough to participate in the attempt to help them 
know the breed, the more we can applaud their placements at the shows. Most that I have worked 
with show a big desire to find the correct Löwchen, and our job is to help them know it when they 
find it.  
—Susa Williams 
 
Hopefully Cathy Boettcher’s report on the Meet The Breed Booth at Eukanuba will be available in 
March. 
 
New Business.  
 
Dana reported on updating Judge Education Seminar Materials: Over the years, I have found 
certain items to be of great help to me as I study a particular breed. In fact, I take these three items 
with me, one the road, for study the night before an assignment (and yes, my luggage is a little 
heavy, but that's just the way it goes!). These items are: 
 
1) Illustrated Standard - it really doesn't make any difference to me if the pictures are computer 
enhanced photographs or fine-line drawings or a combination of both. What does make a 
difference to me is to have the Standard illustrated with an expanded explanation of the exact 
wording of the Standard, complete with some kind of illustration pursuant to the anatomy being 
described. I find it very easy to make my seminar notes on the same page (which has much more 
room for note-taking than just a Standard)—that way when I'm studying, I've got it all right there 
along with illustrations. 
 
2) Trifold "Reference Guide" that easily tucks into my Standards book. These guides give a broad 
overview of the breed - the Havanese call their "Havanese Breed Type at a Glance." The Boston 
Terrier people use a small laminated card (which is kind of cool also) and theirs is called "Judging 
the Boston Terrier – Prioritization." The Papillion also use a laminated card - theirs is called 
"Papillion- Points To Remember." I find the simple, short guides so very easy to glance at even 
before the first class is brought in. 
 
3) Copies of the PowerPoint with script. I cannot tell you how many times I've gone to a seminar 
but not applied for the breed for a few years and then been able to replay the PowerPoint along 
with the script and Illustrated Standard (with my notes) and it does come right back to me. I also 
replay them before I judge - just takes a few minutes to flip through the slides to refresh things like 
proper expression, compare/contrast slides of proper silhouette, short on leg, long in back, etc, 
comparison of size differences, comparison of gender characteristics (if applicable), double 
tracking or single tracking, coat color (if applicable), allowable grooming or necessary clip, and any 



DQ's. It's amazing how much you can "see" in your own mind these slides the next day when you 
are faced with live examples of a breed! 
 
Anyhow, these are just my thoughts.  I would have no idea how much it would cost to burn the 
DVDs. I don't think the print material would be terribly expensive (except perhaps an Illustrated 
Standard). And speaking of which, didn't we used to have an Illustrated Standard that was done 
with AKC's help? Was it discontinued when our Standard changed? If so, there weren't that many 
changes to the Standard, couldn't we just update it? Some clubs, even after a Standard change, 
will still use an Illustrated Standard with the changes obviously marked as they just can't afford to 
toss out the old ones. It still works for me as long as the presenter points out the changes and it's 
highlighted in the copy. As a matter of fact, it kind of accentuates the changes and I tend to 
remember them better on breeds I've been judging for a few years on what is now the old 
Standard. 
 
New Business:   
 
Don reported that the Mason-Dixon Dog Judges Association was interested in a presentation on 
our breed. Presentations are held in Frederick, Maryland, on Tuesday evenings and last 
approximately 90 minutes. The Board decided not to participate because of the difficulty of getting 
dogs for participation on a Tuesday night. 
 
The meeting was adjourned on Thursday, February 9. 
 
 
Barbara Cecil 
Recording Secretary 
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TREASURERS REPORTS 
Submitted by: Dee Gardinier 

 
LCA Treasurers Report  - National Specialty 40th Anniversary – Nov 2011

Income Amount  Expenses Amount
   
Trophy 1,400.00  Trophy 1,334.67
Photo Contest 150.00  Banquet items 217.43
Nat’l Award (donated back G. 
Robertson) 

112.64  AKC 30.00

Banquet 2,450.00  Judges’ Gift (4) 140.96
Hosp. Room Pizza Party 90.00  Banquet 2,109.50
Raffle for C. Strong 318.00  Hosp Room 857.09
Chenango Valley Entries 715.60  Best Western (judge’s room) 201.14
Catalog ads 110.00  Carol Strong Memorial 150.00
Donations 415.00  Chenango Valley Nat’l Rosettes 275.75
Silent auction 369.00  Motivators (tote bags w/ logo) 463.81
Oral auction 3,053.00  Hilltop Embroidery merchandise 738.50
Merchandise 863.00  Catalog ads 170.00
  Tote bag items 127.72
TOTAL 10,046.00  National awards 265.02
  Peter Belmont 50/50 auction 200.00
  Photo contest expenses 

donated by Peggy Cropsey 
  Auction paddle expenses 

donated by Danielle Tallman & 
centerpieces (wooden, globes, 
& fish) by Dee Gardinier 

   
  TOTAL 7,396.00
   
CASH RESERVE 2,650.00   
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LCA Treasurers Report  -  January 2012 

        
Expenses   Balance   $21,811.59  
Lisa Sponsler Health 
Conference (113.56, less 35.00 
dues) 78.56  Cash Reserve 1759.08 
Donna Jones Seminar – FL 156.41      
Hilltop Embroidery (Nat’l shirts, 
etc) 738.50  Total  $23,570.67 
 Cathy Boettcher – Meet the 
Breed 1000.00      
Hampton Inn Nat’l 2012 Deposit 100.00  Balance forward:  $23,570.67 

Total: 2108.47      
Less Dues – LS $35.00     

Total: 2073.47      
    Breakdown of funds:   
Deposits:   Health & Research  $10,401.69 
 925.00  Trophy Fund  $  2,377.74 

 665.00  Rescue  $  3,011.38  
 415.00  LCA  $  7,779.86  
 1172.55    
 655.00  Balance:  $23,570.67 

Total: 3832.55    
      

Explanation of deposits:     
Trophy 2012 1020.00      
Dues 1430.00    
Breeders Referral 60.00    
Nat’l shirts & etc 65.00    
Ways & Means 1132.55    
Headlions 125.00    
      

Total: 3832.55      
Dues for L.S. 35.00    

Total: 3867.55    
Less Expense 2108.47      

Cash Reserve 1759.08      
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The club extends its deepest 
condolences to Vicki All, whose 

beloved husband, Thomas E. All, lost 
his hard-fought battle with cancer on  

March 1, 2012. 
 
Born on November 28, 1942, Tom was loved by family and many 
close friends, and was referred to often by those who knew him 
well as “one of the dearest souls ever put on this Earth.” Tom 
married Vicki on October 3, 1998, at the Monticello United 
Methodist Church in Monticello, Indiana. He was a 1960 graduate 
of Monticello High School and member of Monticello United 
Methodist Church. He founded T & L Sharpening, Inc. in the 
basement of his home, a manufacturing business of orthopedic 
cutting instruments. He was proud of his business and its growth. 
He had been a member of the Sons of the American Legion, 
Libanus Lodge #154, F & AM, White County Shrine Club, and of 
Zohar Shrine Club of Terre Haute. He was a member of the 
Portuguese Water Dog Club of America (PWDCA). Tom loved 
boating, fishing, and RV-ing. He also raised Portuguese water dogs 
and Löwchen. He showed both breeds. Most especially, he loved 
his family and cherished time spent with them.  

Tom is survived by his beloved wife, Vicki, his son, Brian All of 
Naples, Florida; two daughters, Terri Cox of Fort Meade, FL, Traci 
Reeder of Naples, FL; two step sons, Derek Beaumont of Belleville, 
MI, Gary Medley of Orlando, FL; two step daughters, Debbie Haas 
of Burnettsville, Sherri Replogle of Danville; and thirteen 
grandchildren.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with you at 
this tragic time of loss for your family, 

Vicki.
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March 2012 

 
Extracted from the 2012 LCA Löwchen Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
Remember to send along your cute Löwchen photos for inclusion in next year’s LCA 
Calendar!! 
 
Wintery scenes, springtime photos, fun-in-the-sun, holiday-themed, action shots, show 
poses, not-so-show poses, head-in-the-cookie-jar mischievous poses -- and any other cute 
shots captured throughout the year will be welcomed additions to next year’s montage!! 
 
Send your photos via e-mail attachment to: rcroxton@hotmail.com in as high-resolution 
JPEG format as you have available.  
 
 

 
                                                                                            March  2012 

16

mailto:rcroxton@hotmail.com


 
2012 – An Historic Year for the Löwchen at Westminster 

 

Oh What A Night!! 
Submitted by: Peggy Cropsey 
 
Westminster 2012 was an absolutely amazing experience!  I owe Carol Strong so much for welcoming me into our 
Breed and having my name with hers (and Gillian and Danny Cunningham) on Chase is one of the biggest!!!  Chase 
may have been born at my house, but he was most certainly her breeding! 
 
Thru an amazing stroke of luck (thank you Bonnie Buchanan!), Gillian and I were just 3 rows from the ring on 2/12 
when Chase won his Group 3.  He was so close, we could almost reach out to hug him, AND Greg.  Randy Garren has 
such a love for our Little Lions and we thank him so very much for showcasing them by giving a Group placement to 
Chase.  We also want to thank Breed Judge, Doris Cozart for choosing Chase to represent Löwchen in the Group ring. 
 
Westminster is such an exciting show, and this year was no exception.  Because of the renovations, the benching 
area was jammed with dogs and people.  People especially!  Trying to navigate through the crowds was difficult at 
best, but everyone seemed to take it in stride.  One of my favorite moments was after Group judging Mon. night 
back at the set-up.  Just relaxing and celebrating Chase's victory, we toasted Chase, then Carol, then Chase again, and 
hugs were abundant. I think we were just about the very last to leave the Garden that night and it seemed strange to 
see it so empty! We all were floating on air!!! 
 

 
   Left to right: Danny Cunningham, Gillian Robertson, Greg Strong (holding Chase), Carla Ettlinger-Viggiano,  
   Peggy Cropsey, Nick Viggiano 
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Westminster 2012 
Submitted by: Gillian Robertson 
 
New York, Westminster Kennel Club.  The mere words conjure up memories for us all of sitting in front of the TV 
watching as the elite of the dog show world strut their stuff on green carpet, tux’s and formal attire abound.  In my 
younger days I dreamt about just being there, then I dreamt about having a dog there, and, of course, the ultimate 
dream, having a ribbon from Westminster hanging on my wall.    
 
The trip to New York is always nerve wracking as for whatever reason the good people at Westminster decided to 
hold a show in mid-February!  Not only do you have to worry about the roads – you have to worry about flight 
cancellations or delays.  And so the journey began, despite our mild and relatively calm winter it seemed like Mother 
Nature just had to pull a “nasty” and the day we left the roads were not good and were more typical of a Canadian 
winter.  The highway was down to one lane in places however I got there in good time to meet Peggy Cropsey and 
our flight took off without a hitch. 
 
Our approach to New York this year came in over Long Island Sound.  Although I have been to New York several 
times in the past, this was a first for me and I have to admit the thoughts of how cold that water would be did cross 
my mind as we came in for our landing as the view from my seat gave a very real impression that we were going to 
end up in it.        
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Madison Square Gardens is a huge complex and it always amazes me how well orchestrated everything is by the 
WKC to move people, dogs, equipment to and from the building.  There were two major changes this year.  The one, 
the good one, was that there were more food vendors and a wonderful selection to choose from albeit the prices 
were typical of NY.  I had a wonderful corned beef on rye sandwich at the famous Carnegie Deli, which ran $14 but 
was worth every cent. That was the good news.  The bad……because of the renovations that were taking place some 
of the rings, notably the Toys that I went to watch, were held in another area called The Theatre.  Less than stellar as 
far as watching went.  The other issue was the grooming area.  It seemed to be less organized than other years.  In 
the past they had signs identifying the different breed areas.  I found it difficult to find anyone, at times even our 
own set up.  Across the street from the Garden is the infamous Penn – The Pennsylvania Hotel has been host to 
exhibitors and their dogs for as long as I can remember and once again the hotel lobby was full of dogs and people 
for the two day event.  Even if you don’t stay there, you need to just walk in and sit in the lobby for a few minutes to 
absorb the chaotic and yet wonderful atmosphere as dogs, people, luggage and equipment take over the premises.   
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ong. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: Group Judge Randy Garren 
gazing into the sweet expressive eyes 
of Chase, handled to perfection by 
Greg Str

 
 
While you can spend the entire day going from one ring to another to enjoy the many breed judging that takes place, 
Peggy and I took the time to enjoy another great New York activity.  Shopping at MACY’s!  You can’t go to New York 
without doing some shopping and Macy’s is very conveniently located across the street.   On Monday evening after 
Group Judging we found a wonderful old diner called the Tic Tock Diner again within walking distance from the 
Garden.   The atmosphere was very retro 50’s, with chrome everywhere.  Many dog people obviously already knew 
about it as the place was packed.  Breakfasts were being served and the people that ran it couldn’t have been 
friendlier. Great spot to celebrate our win.      
 
The evening events are always spectacular.  For the first time ever I had seats on the floor for both nights of judging 
and it was thrilling to be so close to the action.   The only hiccup to the entire event that I saw was the second night 
as Mrs. Cindy Vogels began her walk into the ring to judge Best in Show.  A couple of PETA demonstrators attempted 
to run down towards the ring with signs.  They were met by boos from the crowd and I  wondered if they simply 
turned off the sound so it wasn’t picked up on TV for those few seconds or explained what was happening as it could 
easily have been misinterpreted that the crowd was booing the Judge!    These two were quickly and effectively 
removed by security within 30 seconds, again, considering other years, security did a great job, quietly and 
effectively ensuring the show did go on. 



 
Westminster is going to undergo some changes in 2013.  The show is going to revert back to its former home at The 
Pier for Breed judging.  There is talk of once again having Open Judging not just Specials.  Group Judging would 
remain as an evening event at the Garden which creates a whole other set of dynamics as people have to move dogs 
and equipment from one part of the city to another which is not going to be easy with already highly congested 
traffic.  Handlers in particular with multiple dogs are going to have a challenge and it will be interesting to see how 
this all plays out. I have no doubt WKC have and are working on the logistics however one has to wonder just how 
this is going to impact numbers and spectators.   
 
If you plan to attend Westminster I strongly suggest a good pair of shoes, as there is a lot of walking, and if you can, 
find some time to take in some of the sites NY is famous for, including Macy’s!! 
 
“New York New York……if you can make it there you can make it anywhere”………thanks New York, we made it! 
 
 

******************* 
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NEW RULES FOR WESTMINSTER 2013 
 
The Westminster Kennel Club has announced some major changes that will take place for 
the 2013 show.   
 
Breed judging and benching will no longer take place at Madison Square Gardens.  The 
venue for the breed judging and benching will be Piers 92/94, located at West 55th Street 
and the West Side Highway.  Group judging, Best In Show judging, and the Junior 
Showmanship Finals will still be held at Madison Square Gardens.   
 
The show will now be open to non-champion dogs that have earned at least one major win. 
The limit of dogs has been increased from 2,000 dogs to 3,200 dogs. The top 5 dogs will still 
be invited to pre-enter, and the Best of Breed Winners for the Breed Specialties will be 
invited to pre-enter as well. 
 
The Westminster Kennel Club is still working out the details of how all of this is going to 
work logistically, and more details will be available on their website, 
www.westminsterkennelclub.org as they become available. 
 
 
 

 
Wondering where to go to find the current membership list or past 

copies of Headlions? 
 

If you aren’t already on you need to join today! 
 

LCA Members Yahoo Group 
lcamemberinfo@yahoogroups.com 

 
Contact Donna Jones – Moderator about getting on and having 

access to this and much more today! 
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         JUDGES’ EDUCATION SEMINAR SCHEDULE         
                                  Held by Susa Williams 
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Sunday, March 25, 2012; Time:  8:00 AM 
Fort Worth Kennel Club 
Will Rogers Memorial Center 
Ft Worth, TX 
 
Friday, May 25, 2012; Time: TBD 
Illinois Valley Kennel Club of Peoria, Inc. 
Interstate Center 
Bloomington, IL  
 



 
HEALTH REPORT 

             
       

THE DANGERS OF ARTIFICIAL SWEETENERS: XYLITOL

Vet's Views 
By Patty Khuly 
 
Retrieved from: http://yourlife.usatoday.com/parenting-family/pets/dogs/story/2011/02/Vets-view-Xylitol-can-be-deadly-to-dogs-
/43576818/1 
Originally posted online: February 10, 2011 
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote that "every sweet has its sour." Nowhere in the world of dog medicine is 
this quip more apropos than with respect to xylitol, an increasingly ubiquitous sugar substitute found in 
everything from cupcakes to toothpaste. After all, it's currently considered the most canine-toxic "human 
food" on the planet.  

Yet few dog owners seem to have gotten the message. 

By now, everyone knows chocolate is toxic to dogs. It seems that every veterinarian's office is adorned with 
posters telling cautionary tales of pumped puppy stomachs, with the sad eyes and foil wrappers to prove 
them. Meanwhile, xylitol's power languishes in pet owner obscurity, even as its reach expands. 

According to the ASPCA's Poison Control Center, more dogs than ever are being poisoned by products 
containing xylitol. That's partly because xylitol use is more widespread than ever but also because of a low 
awareness of its harmfulness among pet owners. This, despite the efforts of veterinarians working hard to 
inform all U.S. consumers that xylitol is a menace to dogdom. 

How menacing? A few sugar-free Tic Tacs, a pack of Trident gum, a spilled tin of Starbucks mints, a sugar-
free Jell-O dessert cup. It takes only a little of this toxin to send a dog into hypoglycemia-induced seizures 
and sometimes fatal liver failure. All dogs are susceptible, some more than others. Indeed, it has been 
calculated that as little as a gram of sweetener can kill a 10-pound dog. 

You'd think it would be easy to simply eradicate this product from the market given its extreme dog 
toxicity, but here's the trouble: Xylitol is a great product. It's natural, just as sweet but less caloric than 
sugar, doesn't raise insulin levels and seems to reduce the kinds of oral bacteria associated with dental 
disease. Diabetics rave about it. Dentists do, too. All of which is why consumer product manufacturers have 
been slowly replacing their sweeteners with xylitol.  
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And that's absolutely OK. That is, if only dog owners knew a) xylitol was toxic, and b) which products 
contained xylitol so they could take all necessary precautions. Sadly, both points elude veterinarians who 
find it hard enough to preach to a) when b) is such a moving target. 

When I first started writing about xylitol years ago, the number of consumer products containing the 
sweetener numbered fewer than 100 in the USA. Moreover, they were largely restricted to sugar-free 
gums, oral care products and baked goods. Fast-forward to today and the list is way longer and much more 
diverse. You can find xylitol in everything from Flintstones vitamins to omega-3 supplements to nicotine 
gum.  

These products never used to contain xylitol. In fact, I used to recommend Flintstones vitamins for my 
patients. Now I have to caution my clients to stick to pet-only brands and to be very diligent about reading 
labels. 

What's worse (for veterinarians, especially) is that the human versions of many drugs, especially the 
children's elixirs, are now being formulated with xylitol for greater pediatric palatability. Unfortunately, 
these lower-dose preparations are exactly what some of our smaller patients require. Because there are no 
animal equivalents for many drugs we use every day, kids' drugs are often the next best thing.  

But veterinarians have only recently become aware of this new change to many of the same pediatric drugs 
we've been prescribing for years. In fact, I nearly poisoned one of my patients last week after the 
pharmacist called to ask whether I might prefer a pediatric elixir format of Pfizer's Neurontin since the 
smaller doses weren't available in a capsule. Luckily I'd just read an advisory and knew to ask. But still … 
she might have died! 

So now it's not just good enough to reach every dog owner with news that xylitol is highly toxic. We have 
to teach them that labels must be dissected for every sweetened household item and that pharmacists 
must be specifically consulted whenever any flavored human drug or supplement is prescribed. Talk about 
an uphill trek.  

But what really irks, say concerned pet owners, is the lack of transparency on this issue on the part of 
consumer products manufacturers. One of my blog's regular readers, screen name Pai, objected on these 
grounds with this passionate comment:  

"I'm appalled that so many (if not all?) of the companies that switch their recipes to include this ingredient 
do not seem to see fit to TELL anyone about it! I fear we will need another rash of dog deaths … before this 
issue is given the publicity it deserves." 

I couldn't have said it better.  

Now, I'm not necessarily one for mandatory labelling, nor would I press for the extinction of any safe and 
effective human product. Still, here's one area where corporate responsibility is clearly lacking. They may 
be just animals, but they are, after all, family. 
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Xylitol Poisoning in Dogs 
by Lorie Huston, DVM  
 
Retrieved from http://www.pet-health-care-gazette.com/2009/04/12/xylitol-poisoning-in-dogs/  
Originally posted online: April 12, 2009  

 
Xylitol is becoming an ever increasing problem in dogs and is now being diagnosed as a pet poison more 
often than ever before. Xylitol is a sweetener which is often used in sugarless products. It is also frequently 
found in oral care products as it seems to have some benefits for oral care in people. Items containing 
xylitol include: 

• sugarless chewing gum 
• sugarless candy 
• mouthwashes and other oral care products 
• oral pharmaceuticals, such as certain types of vitamin supplements 
• sweeteners packaged for use in the kitchen 

Xylitol appears to be relatively safe for people but is metabolized much differently in dogs. 

Symptoms of Xylitol Poisoning in Dogs 

When ingested by a dog, xylitol causes a rapid decrease in blood glucose or blood sugar levels, known as 
hypoglycemia. Xylitol has also been implicated as a cause of liver damage in dogs. Often the first signs seen 
in dogs are attributable to hypoglycemia and symptoms may include:  

• weakness 
• lethargy 
• depression 
• muscle tremors 
• seizures 
• vomiting 
• diarrhea 
• lack of appetite 
• bleeding and anemia 
• increased thirst 
• increase in urination 
• bloody or black-colored feces 

Symptoms of xylitol toxicity can occur as little as 30 minutes after ingestion of the xylitol-containing 
product. 

Treatment of Xylitol Poisoning in Dogs 

Immediate treatment is needed for dogs consuming xylitol-containing products. Contact your veterinarian 
or an emergency veterinary facility immediately if your dog ingests any product containing xylitol. 
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Your veterinarian may advise that you induce your dog to vomit before transporting him to the hospital or 
may simply tell you to bring your dog to the hospital immediately. 

If toxic doses of xylitol have been consumed by your dog and poisoning is considered likely, your dog will 
likely need to be hospitalized for monitoring and supportive care. Unfortunately, at the current time, there 
is no antidote to xylitol available. 

Prognosis for Dogs Poisoned with Xylitol 

Xylitol can act as a poison in very small dosages. Even one stick of sugarless chewing gum which contains 
xylitol can be a fatal poison for a small dog.  

Prognosis for your dog will depend on how much of the xylitol was consumed, the size and weight of your 
dog, your dog’s physical condition prior to the xylitol poisoning and whether induction of vomiting was 
successful in removing xylitol from the stomach before absorption could occur. 

Xylitol poisoning is frequently fatal. 

Prevention of Xylitol Poisoning 

Dog owners may prefer not to keep xylitol-containing products in their home. If kept, these products need 
to be stored in a location where pets have no access to them 

Never feed your dog any foods or beverages or chewing gums containing xylitol. 

Do not underestimate the extent of your dog’s desire for sweets. Many dogs will raid the trash or surf the 
kitchen countertops and tables in search of food items, including products containing xylitol. 

Pet Products Containing Xylitol 

There are a few pet products on the market which contain xylitol in low dosages. These products are often 
used as “mouthwashes” for pets. Aquadent is a good example. 

These pet-labelled xylitol-containing products are safe to use for your dog, assuming that you follow the 
label directions very carefully. 

In higher dosages than those labelled, these products also can act as a pet poison for your dog. Make 
certain to store these products out of the range of your pet if you use them. 
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Just Eight More Months to 
Go! 

 
LCA National 2012 

November 15th – 18th, 2012 
Concord, North Carolina 

 
Take a look at the Cabarrus Arena site brochure:  

http://www.cabarrusarena.com/CabarrusArena2011Brochure.pdf 
 

Agility will be in the Arena, Conformation and Vendors will be in Event Center A, 
Grooming will be in Event Center B, and Obedience/Rally (and crating for those events) 

will be in Gold Hall 1. 

 
The Host Hotel will be the Hampton Inn and Suites in 

Concord, NC (Weddington Road). 
http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/C/CLTKGHX-
LOW-20121115/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 
 
Follow this link to get to the Löwchen Club of America Nationals 2012 page where you 
can see the hotel and make a reservation online. 
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Tentative Schedule for Nationals 
 

Thursday, Nov. 15:  
All breed agility  
*Possible* all breed rally and obedience.  

 
Friday, Nov. 16:  

All breed conformation  
Löwchen sweeps and Löwchen regional  
All breed agility, rally and obedience.  
Performance seminar by Barbara Cecil (evening) 

 
Saturday, Nov. 17:  

All breed conformation 
 Löwchen sweeps and Löwchen national 
 All breed agility, rally and obedience 
 Löwchen Club of America Banquet  
 
Sunday, Nov. 18: 
 All breed conformation 
 Löwchen supported entry 
 All breed agility, rally and obedience 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 



SPORTS PAGE 
Submitted by: Don Roback 
 
The AKC National Invitational Dog show was held in Orlando, FL this year after being in Long Beach, CA for 
the previous 5 years.  In addition to the huge breed show, there were several performance events including 
agility, obedience, dock diving and rally (for junior handlers).  In the agility event, the top five dogs by 
MACH points in each breed were invited to attend, but only four Löwchen competed this year. The 
competition is comprised of four runs over two days.  In each of the five height classes, the top 10% or so 
of finishers (though limited to just one of each breed) qualify for a finals run with the winner being 
declared the 2011 National Agility Invitationals champion. 
 
There was great success for the competing Löwchen.  After the first two runs Saturday, Gary Nordahl and 
Tucker from Colorado were in 10th place out of 100 dogs, Don Roback and J from North Carolina were 11th, 
Yara Silva and Zi from Georgia were 17th (all with two clean runs) and Chris Bartos and Brewster from New 
Jersey were down further due to two mistakes.  After the two runs on Sunday, Gary and Tucker finished in 
5th place making the finals, Yara and Zi finished in 8th place (both with FOUR clean runs), Don and J finished 
in 27th place due to mistakes on each of the Sunday courses and Chris and Brewster finished 75th but had 
two clean and competitive runs on Sunday.  Overall, the Löwchen qualified in 12 of 16 agility runs and two 
ended up in the top 8 of the 12” class overall! 
 
Since at most one dog of each breed can move on, only Gary and Tucker made finals.  They ended up 
having a great run, though Tucker missed hitting his dog walk contact (which is very rare for him) so didn’t 
move up in the final standings.  
 
As usual, there were many great comments about the Löwchen from other exhibitors and onlookers.  And, 
once again our Löwchen teams demonstrated on the national stage how fantastic these little lions are in 
agility.  
 

 
Left to right: Gary Nordahl & Tucker; Chris Bartos & Brewster; Yara Silva & Zi; and Don Roback & J 
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INSIGHTS 
 

The Ever–Amusing Löwchen  
 
 

For this issue, we thought it would be nice to showcase some of the writing talent from our 
past and present AKC Gazette Löwchen Breed Columnists—Alice Bixler and Dana Read—
acknowledging their contributions that help spread the word about these wonderfully 
gifted and always amusing little lions. 
 

Why Is It… 
By Alice Bixler 
 

Why is it that Trillium, my littlest Löwchen, feels obligated to bark at the 
humongous draft horse next door? She’s not as big as one of his hooves.  
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sn’t 
?  

Why is it that Braxton constantly carries his tail over his back in a 
perfect tea-cup-handle conformation—except in the show ring? Doe
he know how much entry fees cost
Why is it that they’re called show “rings,” when they’re square or 
rectangular?  
Why is it that just when the coat is looking terrific, some Löwchens will 
chew away at their “stockings”?  

Why is it that the Löwchen who wakes me at 6 A.M. without fail will decide to sleep in the 
one morning I actually do have to get up at that time?  
Why is it that Stryker has perfected a combination howl/moan/yodel that would best be 
described as something emanating from a haunted house? Can I rent him out for 
Halloween? And did he have to teach it to Braxton, too?  
Why is it that the Löwchen with the best conformation has the sparsest coat?  
Why is it that the pick male puppy is monorchid?  
Why is it that there seems to be no way to predict the colors in an upcoming Löwchen 
litter? I mean, when you breed two sables, who are out of four sables, how in the world did 
I end up with two black and tans and one particolor?  
Why is it that Stryker, who is always first to come back inside for his breakfast, decides he 
wants to stay out on a day when I have to be somewhere very shortly and am already 
running late?  
Why is it that Chablis never holds her infamous “grin” long enough for me to shoot a picture 
of it?  



Why is it that Trillium insists on practicing the tango while I’m trying to clipper her paws? 
Why is it that just when you’re feeling irked or down, melting brown eyes fix that 
mesmerizing gaze on you, a warm little body covered with silky hair snuggles up, and for a 
while, you forget your troubles? 

—This column first appeared in the March 2011 AKC Gazette and is reproduced with permission 

 
 
 
Take The High Road…!! 
By Dana Read 

    
It always amazes me the many things I can learn from my dogs, if I just take the time to pay 
attention.  Whether they show it or not, dogs ALWAYS pay attention - to us, to their 
surroundings, to the good and to the not-so-good.  It is just part of their essence, part of 
what makes them tick.  But let’s face it, we humans don’t always pay attention to each 
other, let alone to what’s going on around us. Perhaps we lose sight of the simple things in 
life that can make or break our days…   
 
Case in point:  Joanie has an absolutely endearing (if not entertaining!) way about her.  She 
rarely, if ever, simply walks anywhere in our house if an elevated option presents itself.  
Said route could traverse the high antique bed, 
the couch and loveseat, up and over any chair in 
her way, heck, even the barstools and kitchen 
counters are not off limits.  Just about anything 
that elevates her, both physically and mentally 
she will take.  She could just as easily trail my 
footsteps and stay on the floor, but no, she takes, 
if at all possible, what I have dubbed “The High 
Road”. 
 
Think of it…what a wonderful way to go through life!  Always taking “The High Road”.  Head 
up, tail up, always looking forward and upward, reward or not.  Climbing, reaching, trying to 
experience life from a pinnacle, this is how our Löwchen address life. All in all, “The High 
Road” sounds like a pretty good place to be (and this is coming from someone with a 
lifelong fear of heights)! 
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I have been very fortunate; I have indeed learned from my dogs.  Through their tutelage, 
I’ve discovered that there is a” High Road” for us humans as well.  We just need to pay 
attention to our Löwchen as they show us the way! 

 
 
 
Bombproof 
By Alice Bixler 

 
Annie’s little paws barely touched the ground as she skimmed 
across the grass with Piper in hot pursuit, her coat streaming out 
like a blue banner. They were indulging in their favorite game. 
Piper, the Beardie, would chase Annie, the Löwchen, and then 
suddenly they’d switch places, with Annie as the chaser and 
Piper as the chasee. After a couple of circuits, they’d once again 
swap roles. Round and round they’d go, in sweeping circles, 
alternately reversing roles. Only this one time, the signals got 
mixed. The immediate result was a cataclysmic collision. Annie, being one-quarter the 
Beardie’s size, got the worst of it. The impact sent her sailing. She landed with a sickening 
thud. For a moment, she lay there stunned, then struggled to her feet, her neck bent at an 
odd angle. “Oh, no!” I cried, certain she was injured. But before I could take a step, Annie 
straightened up, gave a shake, and shot off in pursuit of Piper to continue their chase. I 
should have known. Many years ago, my mentor, Gini Denninger, described it right. 
Happenings which would leave other small dogs whimpering and limping are only minor 
blips on the radar screen of life to the average Löwchen. Some breeds of small dogs are 
known to be fragile. That doesn’t appear to be the case with Löwchen. They take their 
lumps and get right back in the game.  
 
The scene was a rally trial. Chad was heeling along nicely, when something outside the ring 
temporarily distracted him. As a result, he failed to notice Aline was making a left-hand 
turn. Inadvertently, she tromped down on his paw. It had to hurt. Chad squealed in surprise 
and pain, but there was no hobbling, no poor-wee-me pity party. Instead, Chad fastened his 
attention firmly on Aline and went back to the job at hand. Strictly bombproof.  
 
And then there was Barbara Cecil’s irrepressible boy, Pistol, who liked to finish up an agility 
run by dashing up to the ring gate, retrieving his lead, and carrying it back onto the course 
to meet Barbara for a tug of war on the way out. However, on this one particular time, the 
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steward looped his lead on the ring stanchion instead of just tossing it over it. Pistol 
grabbed his lead as usual, but as he headed out to meet Barbara, the ring-post came along 
with him. Did it bother him to have this chunk of wood bouncing along behind him? Not 
Pistol! On another occasion, Pistol slipped on some wet leaves while pursuing squirrels and 
came up on three legs. This happened on the day prior to an agility event, so off he went to 
the vet who assessed the problem as a pulled muscle and prescribed some baby aspirin. 
The following day, Pistol not only competed but also turned in some of his fastest times 
ever. As Barbara observed, there’s nothing wimpy about Pistol. Another bombproof 
Löwchen.  
 
The classic tale happened several years ago at a dog show in England, where the Löwchen 
ring was located on the balcony of the show site. As the class circled the ring, one 
exuberant boy suddenly pulled loose from his lead and collar. Heading for the railing around 
the balcony, he slipped between the rungs and launched himself out into space like an 
Olympic diver. Unfortunately, there was no water below. Fortunately, he plopped down on 
a soft and very surprised Samoyed standing at ringside. Rolling off, the flying lion gave a 
shake and visually checked the area. Sighting the stairs to the balcony, he raced up and into 
the ring. You don’t find them much more bombproof than that!  
—This column first appeared in the September 2011 AKC Gazette and is reproduced with permission 
 
 

 
 
Thank you, Alice & Dana, for capturing the essence of these little lions so perfectly with 
your writing talents and for showcasing their humor so that all who read the AKC Gazette 
get a small taste of how wonderful it is to have a Löwchen in your life!  
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LEADING BY EXAMPLE: SUPPORTING LCA RESCUE IN ACTION  
– ACKNOWLEDGING A GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION FROM CECILE BALIZET 
Submitted by John Taylor 
 
I thought the members would like to know about Cecile Balizet's generous contribution to the 
Rescue Fund. The tradition of supporting the Rescue and Health Funds continues, which is a 
tribute to Löwchen lovers. The original Fund(s) were established by Diane Bernard, Bob and Della 
Cialini and Cheryl and Dana Kelly when the Western New York Rare Breed Club was dissolved. 
Many wonderful times were had with the shows sponsored by this Club before the Löwchen were 
recognized by the AKC. It was the then members of the LCA's decision to give the remaining 
monies to the Löwchen Club of America for these two specific Funds so that our Löwchen might 
receive the benefits at a time of need. Thank you, Cecile, for continuing this tradition. 
(Cecile's note is attached).  
 
I'm sure we're all delighted to have had a warmer than usual winter, but this is not without 
problems. According to the local Veterinarians both ticks and fleas have shown up in this area 
(Virginia) much earlier than normal. We did not have the cold weather that inhibits them. And, yes, 
Capt. Jack, always into something, presented me with a flea and with a look of "do something 
about it". 
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We all were pleased to see the Löwchen take a Group 3 at Westminster, and he was certainly an 
excellent representative of the breed, handled so expertly by Greg Strong–Carol would be very 
proud! Congratulations to the breeders, Peggy Cropsey and Carol Strong. 
 
We are all so very fortunate to have our wonderful Löwchen that bring us such a huge amount of 
joy and love, and ask so very little in return. 
 
Begin forwarded message from Cecile: 

 
 
 
Hi Dee, John and Suzanne, 
  
I just wanted to let you know today I mailed to Dee a 
$416 check designated for Löwchen Rescue.  
 
I am the Treasurer of the Bucks-Mont Owner Handler 
Association (OHA), which is a chapter of the National Owner Handler 
Association. Our local branch is disbanding after decades of actively 
supporting the sport of owners personally showing their dogs in the AKC 
Conformation show ring. Our members followed the rules stated in our 
Constitution by submitting names of organizations to be beneficiaries and 
then voted to identify which organizations would receive a donation from 
our remaining Club funds. The Löwchen Rescue was one of the beneficiaries.  
 
Just wanted to share this information with you and proud of our members 
for supporting several breed rescues as well as 501c3 non-profit canine 
organizations. 
 
Hope you are all doing well and happy that Spring is another day closer.  
 
Cecile 
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Conformation Awards: 
By: Gillian Robertson 

 
The Löwchen Club of America is very fortunate to 
have three perpetual trophies. The first is the 
Harrington Trophy.  A silver platter pictured here, 
it is awarded to the Best of Breed winner at the 
National. This award came about through the 
generosity of Mr. Dudley Harrington and his ex-
wife, Melissa Hubner. From speaking with Melissa, 
she explained to me that the decision to establish a 
perpetual trophy arrived from their love of the breed 
and their yachting background. They had two 
Löwchen whom they obtained from Robert and 
Carole Yhlen – Lowe Ray Löwchen. Mr. & Mrs. 

Yhlen are life members of LCA. Metro and Chesa were dearly loved members of the Harrington 
household and lived to be 17 and 18 years old respectively.  
 
 
The second perpetual trophy is the Kramer Trophy. It is presented at each National to the Top 
Winning Löwchen for the previous year. It is a bronze Löwchen sculpture which was designed as a 
personal piece for Carole Kramer. This sculpture was designed by Libby Ritter a good friend of 
Susa Williams. Susa worked with Libby on the final design which took them six months to get just 
right. The piece was originally owned by Carole who was very involved in the club and served on 
the Board, including as President, for many years. Upon her death, her husband, George, decided 
to donate it to the club in Carole’s memory and thus it was named the Kramer Trophy in her 
memory. Like the Harrington Trophy, a small keeper trophy is awarded to the recipient.  
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This past November at our National banquet in Syracuse, I had the honor of announcing our third 
and new perpetual trophy: the Carol A. Strong Memorial Trophy. Carol loved puppies and 
thanks to the generosity of Greg Strong, her son, and Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hurty, this award is to be 
presented to the breeder that has the most puppies finish in a year. The first recipient of this award 
for 2011 is Donna Jones, MusicBox. The actual trophy itself is still not ready, but we are hopeful 
that it will be unveiled at the upcoming National in North Carolina in November 2012. 
 
Below is an outline of the criteria for being eligible to win this new award. 
 

 
Carol A. Strong Memorial Trophy 

“Carol loved puppies and Greg Strong along with Jeanne and Charles Hurty 
have created this award in her memory.” 

Purpose:  
To encourage breeders to “place” puppies in show homes.  
This award’s intent is to promote the breed, increase entries, and encourage new people to show their 
puppies, which may result in bringing newcomers into the sport.  
 
Definitions:  
“Puppy” defined as being between 6 months and 18 months of age.  
The award is meant to be for the Breeder who has AKC conformation championship titles on the most 
number of puppies within the calendar year – January to December. Title defined as AKC recognized 
Conformation title – CHAMPION.  
 
Calculation:  
Winner: Based on most number of puppies finished between the ages of 6 – 18 months within the calendar 
year - January to December (ie, first award is based on titled puppies in 2010 calendar year).  
 
1st Tie Situation: The Breeder with the youngest cumulative total in months and days for each breeder’s 
list of finished dogs. (i.e. 2 dogs, one at 10 months/2 days and one at 9 months/10 days would equal 19 
months and 12 days.)  
 
2nd Tie Situation: In the event of a 2nd tie situation, the breeder with the most number of points 
collectively for their dogs between the ages of 6 – 18 months and limited to each individual dog’s date of 
title determined by the AKC would win. (ie, if one dog had 16 points and another 18 the total would be 34 
for that breeder)  
 
Eligibility & Results:  

1) Breeders must be current Löwchen Club of America Members to be eligible to win this award.  
 

2) Breeder defined as the primary person (first listed as breeder) whose kennel name is registered on 
the litter with the AKC – you cannot be a co-breeder/owner of numerous litters to be eligible for 
this award. 
 



3) Award can only be won once every three years to allow all breeders to fairly compete without fear 
of a larger kennel operation having the ability to monopolize the award.  
 

4) The Awards Chair determines the winner based on the official titles report received from AKC. A 
copy of all computations must be submitted to Board for retention in club records.  

 
5) The winner will be announced at the National Banquet each year.  

 
6) BIHAR is ineligible for this award, although the individuals associated with BIHAR can compete 

under their individual kennel names even though they may also carry the BIHAR prefix. 
 
 
 
Trophy:  
A “keeper” trophy will be given to the Winner at the National banquet. The Winner has the option of 
retaining the perpetual trophy in their care for the year; however, should they decide to do so, a waiver 
must be signed stating that they will replace the trophy if lost or damaged. The waiver is required because 
if lost or damaged, the trophy represents a substantial financial loss to the club (a clause can be added to 
the winner’s homeowner’s insurance, with proof of the coverage provided to the Treasurer).  
 
The perpetual trophy remains the property of the Löwchen Club of America and is not to be considered the 
recipient’s personal property. It must be returned and presented at the following year’s National for 
presentation. If the recipient is unable to attend the National, arrangements must be made at the 
recipient’s cost to ensure the safe transportation of the trophy. It is the recipient’s responsibility to take 
the utmost care of the trophy and they assume full responsibility for its safekeeping if they decide to take it 
home with them for the year. 
 
So there you have it…three wonderful perpetual trophies that are put on display each year at the National 
banquet.  This year in North Carolina, take a minute and go have a look at them. They truly are beautiful 
pieces. 
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TITLES SECTION:         
Submitted by: Gillian Robertson 
 
Championship Titles: 
 
Ch Lordocs Little Tutti Fruitti Pickle 
 Sire: Ch Pluperfect Pickwick 
 Dam: Ch Desusa’s Daddy’s Girl 
 Owners: Jackie Brinton Mourning & Lorrie Jergenson 
 Breeders: Lorri Jergenson & Susa Williams 
 
 Ch Kiji Obsession 
  Sire: Kiji I Love Trouble 
  Dam: Kiji Hollywood Star 
  Owners: Kim & Alicia Schmidt & Whitney Gruber & Kelsey Wagner 
  Breeders: Whitney Gruber & Kim & Alicia Schmidt 
 
  Ch Kiji Party In The House 
   Sire: Ch Wimwam’s  YMCA 
   Dam: Ch Kiji Just Pretend 
   Owners: Kim & Alicia Schmidt 
   Breeders: Kim &  Alicia Schmidt 
 
   Ch Lamberts Sundance Kid 
    Sire: Ch Lambert’s Matt Dillon 
    Dam: Ch Lambert’s Sparkle of Hope 
    Owners: Earlemarie Dingel & Mary Murphy 
    Breeders: Earlemaire Dingel& Mary Murphy 
 
    Ch Marday’s Midnight Sizzle 
     Sire: Ch Bihar’s El Fudge At Marday 
     Dam: Marday’s Jeneva Keepin the J Goin 
     Owners: Dayle Lewis 
     Breeders: Dayle & Mark Lewis 
 
 Ch MusicBox Brereton Hide N’ Seek 
  Sire: Ch Bihar Ivytree ‘N Marshvu Louie 
  Dam: Ch Gwaihir’s Hadiya Belle 
  Owners: Mary Spruiell & Kayley Kovar 
  Breeders: Lena & Joanna Lemberg 
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Ch MusicBox Liar Liar Pants On Fire 
   Sire: Ch Bihar Ivytree ‘N Marshvu Louie 
   Dam: Ch Fox Lane’s MusicBox Melody 
   Owners: Donna Jones, Mary Spruiell & Mary Billman 
   Breeders: Donna Jones, Mary Spruiell & Mary Billman 
 
    
PERFORMANCE: 
  Companion Dog 
   
   Ch Castlehill’s Charming Man of Steel, CD RE OA OAJ 
    Sire: GCh Ch Sweetmeadow Jb of Kismet 
    Dam: Ch Desusa’s Simply Irrisistable 
    Owners: Barbara E. Carlson & Susan Tapp 
    Breeders: Sue Tapp 
 
    Rolins Hoppin Poppin Pogo Stick CD BN RE 
     Sire: Ch Ashford Esfahan Arafat Rolin 
     Dam: Bedlam-Rolins Encore 
     Owners: Steven & Aline Brisendine 
     Breeders: A. Brisendine & A. Bixler 
 
  Companion Dog Excellent & Graduate Novice 
 
   Taywil’s Aerien Everlasting CDX BN GN RE NA NAJ NJP NF 
    Sire: Ch Bihar ‘N Annex Tucker 
    Dam: Ch Taywil’s Sunny Twinkle 
    Owners: Barbara Cecil 
    Breeders: Herb Williams & John Taylor 
 
  Rally Novice 
 
   MusicBox Hope Springs Eternal RN 
    Sire: Ch Bigglesmere Eternal Flame 
    Dam: GCh  Ch MusicBox Bottom Of My Heart 
    Owners: Julie Tune 
    Breeders: Donna Jones, Rick Day & Juha Kares 
 
   Ch MusicBox Lost In The Moment RN 
    Sire: Ch Chic Choix Touche 
    Dam: Ch MusicBox Katch Me If U Kan 
    Owners: Katherine Roll & Donna Jones 
    Breeders: Donna Jones 
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Novice Agility, Novice Agility Jumper, Open Agility, Open Agility Jumper 
 
   Ch Windsor Bihar Boom Goes The Dynamite CD OA OAJ 
    Sire: GCh Ch Windsor Bihar Chasing Rainbows 
    Dam: Ch Chic Choix Bihar Atlantica 
    Owners: Don Roback 
    Breeders: Margaret Cropsey & Carol A. Strong 
 
  Utility Dog 
 
   Ch Castlehill’s Baxter’s Off ‘N Runnin’ UD RA 
    Sire: Ch Lionheart Loyal V. Ivytree CD 
    Dam: Ch Desusa’s Simply Irrisistable 
    Owners: Ruth & Louise Meyers, Susan Tapp 
    Breeders: Sue Tapp 
 
  Open Agility 
 
   Lordocs Alfonso Mn  Lucky Duck OA NAJ 
    Sire: Ch Pluperfect Pickwick 
    Dam: Ch Desusa’s Daddy’s Girl 
    Owners: Elizabeth Sternitzky 
    Breeders: Lorri Jergenson & Susa Williams 
 
  Master Excellent Jumper 
 
   Ikon Here Comes Alvin!! OA MXJ 
    Sire: Ch MACH10 Geolen’s Here Comes Tucker CD RE XF 
    Dam: Ch Ikon I Believe In Magic 
    Owners: Gary & Ruthie Nordahl 
    Breeders: Lyle & Richard Harding & Bevalyn & Eric Iverson 
 
 
     

   MASTER AGILITY CHAMPION 10!!!!!!!! 
    
   Ch MACH10 Geolen’s Here Comes Tucker CD RE XF 
    Sire: Geolen’s Jolly Jamboree 
    Dam: Geolen’s Sweet Anticipation 
    Owners: Gary & Ruthie Nordahl 
    Breeders: Lenore M. Gish 
    



            
AKC TopDogs BREED Totals – Conformation 

January 1 – December 31, 2011 
YEAR END RESULTS 

 

Rank Name BOB Wins Total Defeated 
1 GCh Ch Windsor Bihar Chasing Rainbows 105 293
2 GCh Ch Touche's Undercover Agent 75 242
3 GCh Ch Laser Kiji No Way No How 46 92
4 GCh Ch Suite Sykiatrist Sybling 12 57
5 GCh Ch Seafever's Killian Red 26 50
6 GCh Ch MusicBox Sock Monkey At Four Oaks 23 50
7 GCh Ch Desusa's Who's Your Daddy 23 37
8 GCh Ch Ashford's Molly Of Cordin 6 36
9 GCh Ch MusicBox Bottom Of My Heart 10 34

10 Ch Kazars Legacy Of Mistico.com 5 24
 
 

 
 

AKC TopDogs ALL-BREED Totals – Conformation 
January 1 – December 31, 2011 

YEAR END RESULTS 
 

Rank Name Total Defeated 
1 GCh Ch Windsor Bihar Chasing Rainbows 4,451
2 GCh Ch Touche's Undercover Agent 3,210
3 GCh Ch Laser Kiji No Way No How 864
4 GCh Ch MusicBox Sock Monkey At Four Oaks 584
5 GCh Ch Desusa's Who's Your Daddy 405
6 GCh Ch Seafever's Killian Red 297
7 Ch Bare Tracks Nothing Like Lion King's Mighty Quinn 145
8 Ch Touche Voulez-Vous M'Epouser 127
9 GCh Ch Volare Jazzy Jigsaw 104

10 Ch Ikon Ropin The Wind of Tumbleweed 87
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AKC TopDogs BREED Totals – Conformation 

January 1 – February 19, 2012 
  

Rank Name BOB Wins Total Defeated 
1 GCh Ch MusicBox Tail of Two Cities 5 20
2 GCh Ch Seafever Mini-Me 4 14
3 Ch Touche's Vindication 4 10
4 Ch Windsor Bihar Hat Check Girl 6 9
5 GCh Ch Suite Sykiatrist Sybling 2 9
6 Ch MusicBox Hope Springs Eternal RN 1 9
7 GCh Ch MusicBox Bottom Of My Heart 6 7
8 Kiji Quit Playing Games 1 7
9 Ch Touche's Urchin NA NJ 1 7

10 Ch MusicBox Lost In This Moment RN 1 6
 

 
 

AKC TopDogs ALL-BREED Totals – Conformation 
January 1 – February 19, 2012 

 
Rank Name Total Defeated 

1 GCh Ch Windsor Bihar Chasing Rainbows 346
2 GCh Ch MusicBox Tail Of Two Cities 215
3 Ch Touche's Vindication 90
4 GCh Ch Desusa's Who's Your Daddy 77
5 GCh Ch Seafever Mini-Me 14
6 GCh Ch Suite Sykiatrist Sybling 9
7 Ch MusicBox Hope Springs Eternal RN 9
8 Ch Windsor Bihar Hat Check Girl 9
9 Ch Kiji Party In The House 8

10 GCh Ch MusicBox Oreo's Properly Dunked 8
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MEMBERSHIP: 
Submitted by: Don Roback, Membership Chair 
 
First of all, congratulations to new members:   
Martha Propsner and  
Danny Cunningham.   
Both are now full members.  
 
 
Next are the new member applicants:   
 
1) For Full Membership 
 Bonnie Shelmandine 
 Address:    7551 Hines Place, Richmond, VA   
23231 
 Phone:    804-795-4270  
Email:    bshelmandine@aol.com  
Current breeds:    Bichon Frise, Rottweiler and 
Löwchen 
Breeds owned in the past:  Cocker Spaniel, Basset Hound, All-American   rescue 
Membership in Clubs:  Richmond Dog Obedience Club, Central Virginia   Agility Club    
Ever had a litter?   No  
Professionally connected to Dogs?  No 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?    Yes   
Companion/Performance titles:   Yes, many.   
Ever shown a dog to an AKC breed championship? No. 
Interests in dog fancy:    I am interested in participating in obedience, agility, tracking and other 
performance venues such as canine freestyle. I am currently showing my Löwchen in conformation.   
Areas of interest to work within the LCA:    I would like to assist in any way at the national Specialty.  I 
have experience as a steward in obedience, rally and agility.  I have a camcorder and would be able to 
help with videos.   
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?   Donna Jones and Mary Spruiell 
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2) For Full Membership 
Karen Douglas 
Address:    12623 Walnut valley Ct, Worton, MD   21678 
Phone:    703-343-0998   
Email:    karenpwd@yahoo.com   
Current breeds:   Portuguese Water Dog, Löwchen  
Breeds owned in the past:    Golden Retriever 
Membership in Clubs:    Old Dominion Kennel Club, Keystone PWDC, Portuguese Water Dog Club of 
America, Movers and Shakers  PWD   
Ever had a litter?    No   
Professionally connected to Dogs?  No 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?   yes 
Companion/Performance titles:   yes, CGC, rally - RAE, obedience   CD   
Ever shown a dog to an AKC breed championship?  yes with   handlers  
Interests in dog fancy:    performance trials, stewarding performance   events, hospitality/awards, 
chairing trials for all breed trials  
Areas of interest to work within the LCA: performance trials, promoting the breed as companion dogs    
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?     Donna Jones and Don   Roback     
 
 
3) For Associate Membership 
KarMari Hiltz 
Address:    1201 White Oak Circle, Melbourne, FL   32934 
Phone:    321-253-6229   
Email:    mhiltz@cfl.rr.com   
Current breeds:   Löwchen, Brussels Griffons and Bichon Frise  
Breeds owned in the past:    English mastiff, golden retrievers 
Membership in Clubs:    AKC, CPW, ADPT, WIPI, Pet Chamber of Commerce 
Ever had a litter?    no   
Professionally connected to Dogs?   Yes, I am a dog trainer 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?   yes 
Companion/Performance titles:   yes, rally: RAE, agility: MX, MXJ,  
Ever shown a dog to an AKC breed championship?     no 
Interests in dog fancy:    my interest lies in dog sports and training.  I am a progressive positive clicker 
trainer and I have a champion trick dog and three others working on that title. 
Areas of interest to work within the LCA:  dog sports and training - I have my CGC Evaluator certification 
and am a certified trick dog instructor    
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support? Not needed, but Donna Jones wrote a letter of support. 



Tails End….                                                                      
By Kat Roll 
 
Letter from the new Headlions Editors 
 
    
Hello everyone, you may have noticed that the Headlions 
Editor duties are now being performed by Rhonda Croxton 
and me (Kat Roll). I must admit that this was a daunting 
task…trying to fill the shoes of Gillian Robertson, who has 
done such a wonderful job at bringing Headlions to life 
with each issue!! I hope Rhonda & I won’t disappoint too 
much and that you’ll find the transition seamless. Please 
know that we welcome any feedback, and if you have any  

Left to right: Rhonda Croxton holding Sawyer; Kat Roll 
holding Nadia. 

ideas for recurring themes or types of articles, please send  
any commentary along to us (lcaheadlions@gmail.com).  
We’re always looking for fresh ideas! 
 
For our first rendition of Tails End, Rhonda & I thought we’d share a little about ourselves and how we’ve 
come to love this Löwchen breed. As for me, I am a professional groomer and about 10 years ago a client 
brought her 3 little lions in for me to groom on a regular basis. I fell in love with these little dogs and I knew 
that I wanted to have one someday. I share a house with my childhood best friend and sister-by-choice, 
Rhonda Croxton. She had always been more of a cat person than a dog person, at least that’s the way it 
always was until Sawyer became part of our lives.  
 
About 4 years ago, I decided I wanted to get another dog as a playmate for Pippin, my Puli. I knew that the 
new dog would have to be a lively, rough-and-tumble sort with lots of energy if he had any shot of keeping 
up with Pippin. After a long phone conversation with Donna Jones, I was more certain than ever that a 
Löwchen would fit into our family quite nicely. I was looking for another agility dog, but I thought that it 
would be an interesting experience to try to do some conformation showing as well. We brought Sawyer 
home in the spring of 2009 and the rest, as they say, is history…Head-over-heels doesn’t even begin to 
describe Rhonda’s and my love for this breed. We’ve both had other dogs in the past, but these little lions 
are truly special…God’s gift to those of us who’ve been lucky enough to discover and enjoy them. We really 
weren’t looking to get deeply involved with any breed or to breed dogs or anything like that, but Sawyer 
changed all of that overnight!  He moved in and took over our home and we are now completely smitten 
with this breed.  
 
What’s that old adage, Löwchen are like potato chips, nobody can have just one?!! 
Enter Nadia… 
 
We never intended to have 3 dogs in our home, but it was less than a year after bringing Sawyer home that 
Nadia found her way into our lives…and hearts.  Nadia is a very different animal from Sawyer, but has the 
same charisma and charm that we have come to love in this breed. I just cannot start my day in a bad 
mood when the first thing I do every morning is let these clowns out into the backyard and watch them 
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frolic and cavort with that great joy for life that they always have. What started out as simply adding a new 
pet to our family has completely taken over our lives!  
 
Rhonda and I have both really enjoyed learning Conformation showing and getting to meet the other 
Löwchen enthusiasts out there.  Everyone has been really kind and helpful to us, and some of those helpful 
mentors are no longer with us…we only hope that we’re making them proud as we remember their sage 
advice as we continue to learn. Sawyer just earned his Grand Champion title last weekend in Edison, NJ, 
and Nadia has just completed her Championship last month in Greenville, SC. Both lions earned their Rally 
Novice titles at the 2011 LCA National Specialty, and will most likely start to do some agility competition 
later this year as well. We plan to continue to show these two little lions as Specials now, so that we can 
continue to meet new people and enjoy participating in the shows. We both really want to be involved 
with this wonderful breed in any way we can. The thought of these wonderful little creatures being at risk 
of extinction just breaks our hearts, and we hope to join forces with all of you…our fellow Löwchen 
enthusiast friends…to work together to prevent that horrific day from ever becoming a reality. 
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TThhee  EEnndd((ss))......   


	Vet's Views
	Now, I'm not necessarily one for mandatory labelling, nor would I press for the extinction of any safe and effective human product. Still, here's one area where corporate responsibility is clearly lacking. They may be just animals, but they are, after all, family.
	Xylitol Poisoning in Dogs

