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Multi National BISS, Multi RBIS, Grp. Winning Can. & Gr. Ch. Laser Kiji No Way No How, 

First Löwchen to win back to back Nationals, since AKC recognition! 

We wish to thank everyone who made this such a memorable event! 

Special thanks goes to Kim and Alicia Schmidt of KIJI, his co-breeders and biggest supporters!  

Thanks to our two judges, for their kind words and praise of our boy! 
Lorraine Boutwell on Friday for the Breed and Group 1 and to 

 Betty Lenninger, for the National Breed win and another Group 1.  

 It was an amazing National weekend! 

Wade and Ronnie 

Laser Löwchen 
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The Lowchen Club of America is not responsible for nor does it necessarily agree with opinions expressed in Headlions, either in articles 
or in advertisements.  Headlions is not responsible for the accuracy of received material; those submitting material to the publication are 
asked to please proofread copy for correctness before sending. No part of this magazine may be reproduced in any medium without the 
written permission of the current editor 

 
 
 

Editor’s note……… 
 
Yes, I’m back.    Thank you Kat Roll and Rhonda Croxton for 
doing a superb job with Headlions.  I am grateful  the two of 
you have agreed to write our new Sports Section  and I look 
forward to seeing what you have in store for us in upcoming 
issues.   
 
Being Canadian I’m allowed to apologize for everything so 
I’m sorry that this issue wasn’t out in June or September for 
that matter and will try to keep things on track moving 
forward.   
 
I’m sorry the reports take up the majority of this issues 
content.  However they are important so please do take the 
time to read them and learn about what your Board has 
been up too and is working on.   
 
I’m very sorry we don’t have an Insights article in this issue 
or any material on the National held this year in Illinois.  I do 
hope many of you have followed the posts and seen the 
many pictures on the yahoo lists and Facebook club page.   
 
One thing I am not sorry about is agreeing to once more 
take on this job.   I enjoy the challenge of putting Headlions 
together and being Editor gives me the opportunity to talk 
and get to know many of you  that otherwise I may not have 
the pleasure of doing.   
 
So I look forward to once again sharing your stories and 
hearing your ideas or receiving contributions for upcoming 
issues.  
 
I hope you enjoy this issue with the candid shots from our 
National, taken by Kat Roll, scattered  throughout.  
 

Gillian 
 
 
 
 



 
Headlions  ~ 4 ~             June/September 2013 

President’s Message 
Dayle Lewis 

 

Dear LCA members, 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed and had a safe and fun summer. 
 
It's hard to believe that the 2013 Nationals are already a pleasant memory. I would like to thank each and 
every one of you that helped with the Nationals. Without volunteers like you, we cannot successfully put on 
great shows year after year. 
 
Your Board is moving forward with plans for our 2014 National and 2015 National.  The 2014 National will take 
place in Kentucky in March. And, our 2015 National will be held in Oregon in January.  
 
First and foremost, your Board wishes to thank each and every one of you who took the time to answer and 
return our recent survey.  THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!!  As always, communication is the best tool in any tool box 
and this was no exception.  Members brought up many interesting suggestions and also brought to the fore 
subjects that were of particular concern.  Please be assured that your Board is not taking these survey results 
lightly. 
 
One item in particular, the institution of a permanent show chair, seemed to cause the most concern.  Our 
thoughts in instituting this change were to provide continuity to the position which would then result in fewer 
mistakes and less items “falling through the cracks”.  Putting on a National is quite a challenge and we had 
hoped that the experience gained by one individual heading the operation on an ongoing basis would provide 
our club with “smooth sailing”!  Many breed clubs have utilized the permanent show chair position with great 
results.  It was your Board’s desire to do the same for LCA.   
 
But it seems as though this idea was not received well by our members.  So, the Board has returned to the 
previous process whereby there is an annual Show Chair that is local to the area in which the National is to be 
held.  But as many of our volunteer show chairs are holding the position for the first time, the position can be 
both challenging and fraught with problems.  Missed deadlines, lack of communication with the Board, 
miscommunication with the cluster chair, missing show and hotel information and or supplies (working AV 
equipment, awards, members hospitality signs and welcome bags at hotel, judges hospitality to including an 
invitation to speak at the banquet, just to name a few- all of these problems arise and contribute to a poorly 
run, uncomfortable National for us all. 
 
So, after a great deal of brainstorming, the Board has decided to appoint a National Liaison Coordinator (NLC) 
to aid the Show Chair in his/her responsibilities.  The NLC will have sufficient experience in the duties involved 
and will be there only to assist, not to actually perform the job of Show Chair.  Think of the NLC as a daily 
planner/reference book all rolled into one.  The NLC will help the Show Chair to stay on schedule, make those 
dreaded deadlines, keep the Board apprised of progress, answer questions regarding policy and procedure , in 
general, to make all aspects of holding a National, from start to finish, run as smoothly as possible.   
 
The Show Chair and the NLC will work closely with each other to make sure that our National Specialty 
Guidelines are followed so as to avoid problems down the road.  The NLC will in no way, shape, or form 
detract from the honor of being chosen as Show Chair.   The NLC is a “behind the scenes” position - one of 

BUSINESS SECTION 
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being a safety net, not the trapeze act! Please be aware that this is NOT a Board position, it is in essence a 
committee of one. 
 
Again, your Board values your input and we appreciate your dedication to both the breed and the club.  We 
look forward to continuing our open communication with the members for the betterment of the club! 
 
We are pleased to welcome Gillian Robertson back as editor of the Headlions and thank Kat and Rhonda for 
the time and hard work that they contributed to our magazine. 
 
Until next time, happy tails to you! 
 
Your President, 
Dayle Lewis, President 
LCA 
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 NEEDED – AKC Gazette Editor 

The Lowchen Club of America is in need of an Editor for the quarterly breed column in the “AKC Gazette”.  This 

is a simply fascinating position that gives one a chance to share their love of our breed with the rest of the dog 

fancy. 

In a nutshell, the column is published four times per year (March, June, September, and December).  The 

deadlines are early December (for March), early March (for June), early June (for September), early  

September (for December).  But, not to worry, during my tenure as Editor, AKC has been forgiving with 

deadlines – they truly do work with and appreciate their breed editors. 

Logistics of each article?  Minimum 300 words, maximum 600 words.  Possible subjects – educational 

(anything you would like to share with prospective or novice owners, breeders, or the fancy in general), 

humorous (with Lowchen they just write these articles themselves!), touching stories (how a Lowchen has 

made an indelible mark on his/her family), or just about anything that treats the breed with the respect it 

deserves.  No-No’s?  No original poems or articles “written” by a dog.  No self-serving articles.  And no “easy 

articles” such as just giving the results of the National Specialty. 

It is recommended that the editor have the ability to be concise – to get quickly to the point of the article.  

Read and re-read your article – make sure you are getting right to the heart of the matter.  Don’t let the point 

of your article get lost in the “clutter” of superfluous words. 

And remember, this is a position which puts you in the position of being something of a quarterly 

spokesperson for LCA.  It is mandated that no article contradicts our Standard in any way, shape, or form.  Our 

Standard is our blueprint and is our way to speak with “one voice”.  Nor is there to be any politics. This is an 

opportunity to share the finer nuances of living with our lovely breed with others – IN A POSITIVE FASHION!  

Please feel free to contact me for more details.  I have so enjoyed being the Editor for the past two years, but 

it’s time for new thoughts, new ideas, and a new take on how to get the word out for all things LOWCHEN!!!! 

 

Dana Read – Vice-President 

otakalhasas@aol.com 

DEADLINE – NOVEMBER 15TH 
 
 
 
 

mailto:otakalhasas@aol.com
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2013-14 OFFICERS AND 
DIRECTORS 
President 
Dayle Lewis 
3612 Neale Rd. 
Caledonia, NY, 14423 
(585) 538-9391 (Home) 
mardays@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President 
Dana Read 
Eustis, FL 
otakalhasas@aol.com 

 
Recording Secretary 
Lisa Brown  
Potomac Falls, VA  
703-433-0646  
lcbrow54@aol.com 
 

 
Corresponding Secretary 
Don Roback 
4101 Macon Pond Road 
Raleigh, NC 27607 
(919) 610-5044 (Home) 
droback@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer 
P. D. (Dee) Gardinier 
7663 Roberts St., 
Canastota, NY 13032  
(315) 697-3124 (Home) 
sesame20112@aol.com 
 

 

Eastern Director 
John C. Taylor 
4775 Lee Jackson Hwy 
Greenville, VA 24440 
(540) 377-2750 
taywil.lowchen@comcast.net 
 
Central Director 
Barbara Cecil  
Houston, TX  
713-464-7369  
bbcecil@aol.com 
  

 
Mountain Director 
Jane Turbenson  
Gilbert, AZ  
480-558-1905 
jturbenson@yahoo.com 
 

 
Pacific Director 
Wendy Russell  
Puyallup, WA  
253-904-8422 
kharayork@aol.com 
  

 
Director-at-Large 
Mary Spruiell  
Sherrett, AL  
205-678-8384  
mspruiell@aol.com 
  

 
Director-at-Large 
Donna Jones 
1219 W. Macedonia Ch. Rd. 
Oxford, GA 30054 
(770) 784-9840 (Home) 
(678) 231-7015 (Mobile) 
www.musicboxbichons.com 
 

 

 

 
 

Membership Information 
Types of Memberships and Membership Application 

forms are available on the LCA website 
www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org 

 
A subscription to Headlions for a non-club member 

is $20.00 per year. 
Your thoughts and comments are welcome and 

encouraged as well as articles, photos and ads for 
the newsletter.  

 Please send your submissions via email to: 
headlionslca@gmail.com 

The editor reserves the right to edit or return 
submissions. 

 
     Headlions is published quarterly 

 

Ad Deadline                                                   Publication Date 

 

February 2011                                               March 2011                   

Westminster Issue* 

 

May  2011                                                      June 2011 

 

August  2011                                                 September 2011 

                    

November  2011                                            December 2011  

              

Covers are reserved for the Westminster, AKC/Eukanuba and 

National Specialty winners – if not taken by winners they are  

available.   

 

As we are digital we can be more flexible with deadlines and will 
do what we can to accommodate your requests. 
 

          Advertising Rates: 

All payments are to be sent to Dee Gardinier, Treasurer, 
made payable to Lowchen Club of America     Note all 
pictures are now in color.   
Outside front cover                       $100.00 
Inside full page                           $70.00 
Inside half page                          $50.00 
Above based rates based on submission of 1 photo    
Each additional photo                   $10.00  
Business Cards – 4 Issue                    $30.00 
Brags, Rainbow Bridge and Litter Announcements                                                
free to members     $25.00 to non-members  
 
All ads submitted as part of “Insights” series are 
discounted 50%.   
There is also a 50% discount for ads submitted by our 
Junior Members. 

 

mailto:mardays@yahoo.com
mailto:otakalhasas@aol.com
mailto:lcbrow54@aol.com
mailto:droback@yahoo.com
mailto:sesame20112@aol.com
mailto:taywil.lowchen@comcast.net
mailto:bbcecil@aol.com
mailto:jturbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:kharayork@aol.com
mailto:mspruiell@aol.com
http://www.musicboxbichons.com/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
mailto:headlionslca@gmail.com
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Submitted by Don Roback 

 
Committee   Chair   Phone    Email address Board Liaison 

Awards
  

Gillian Robertson 519-859-3724      gillian17@gmail.com Dayle Lewis 

Breeder 
Referral 

Vicki All 574-583-8157 allpwd@comcast.net Don Roback 

Headlions  Gillian Robertson         591-859-3724 
Can.   

lcaheadlions@gmail.com Barbara Cecil 

Health Wendy Russell 253-904-8422 kharayork@aol.com Barbara Cecil 

Historian Dana Read 352-589-1078 otakalhasas@aol.com   

Judges 
Education 

Donna Jones 770-784-9840 bichons@bellsouth.net 
 

 

Judges 
Selection 

Elaine Saxon 309-234-0292 oeslady@att.net Dayle Lewis 

Membership Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com   

Legislative Position Open    

National 
Liaison  

To Be 
Determined 

   

Performance Barbara Cecil  713-464-7369 BBcecil@aol.com  

Policy 
Committee 

Dana Read 352-589-1078 otakalhasas@aol.com Donna Jones 

Rescue Suzanne Solin 847-526-1071  threepupmom@aol.com Cheryl Hatchell 

Website Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com  

              
For questions, or concerns, please contact the chairperson to the committee, or contact the Director in your 

area. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:gillian17@gmail.com
mailto:allpwd@comcast.net
mailto:lcaheadlions@gmail.com
mailto:kharayork@aol.com
mailto:otakalhasas@aol.com
mailto:bichons@bellsouth.net
mailto:sweetmeadows@gncs.net
mailto:droback@yahoo.com
mailto:BBcecil@aol.com
mailto:otakalhasas@aol.com
mailto:threepupmom@aol.com
mailto:droback@yahoo.com
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LCA ON-LINE BOARD MEETINGS  
Submitted by: Lisa Brown, Recording Secretary  

 
March 2013 Board Meeting (March 04 – March 13) 

The LCA President, Dayle Lewis, brought the meeting to order on March 04, 2013. In attendance were: Lisa Brown, 

Barbara Cecil, Dee Gardinier, Donna Jones, Dayle Lewis, Dana Read, Don Roback, Wendy Russell, Mary Spruiell, John 

Taylor, and Jane Turbenson. 

The Treasurer’s report was accepted by a majority of the board members. The minutes from February’s board meeting 

was also accepted by a majority of the board members. 

Don Roback gave his Corresponding Secretary Report. The Advanced Non-Sporting Institute for Judges in conjunction 

with the AKC/Eukanuba National Championship and Orlando Cluster of dog shows will conduct judges’ education 

seminars in Orlando in December 2013. Don has provided a list of club approved seminar presenters. Four new 

members were voted into LCA. Their biographies were posted in the December HeadLions. Tiger Sanders has a new 

breed referral page for web site and will post to the site. He has updated the LCA web site with the 2013 officers. Vicki 

All is preparing a report on the 2013 National progress for Don. He will share with the board. 

There was some discussion about membership applications. If a potential applicant is new to the sport or the breed they 

may not know any members and may be unable to obtain two club members as sponsors.  The associate membership 

does not require sponsorship. However, full membership does require two club member sponsors. The associate 

member can later change their membership level to full after they have come to events and shows and get know the 

other members. 

Don Roback received a report from Vicki All regarding the progress of the National show in Bloomington, Illinois. The 

theme is “Lion Hearted in the Heartland”.  The judges are lined-up and are posted on Face Book along with a preliminary 

schedule.   The judges are as follows: Friday – Lorraine Boutwell; Saturday Regional Specialty – Kenneth Berg; Saturday 

Sweeps – Rene Reiherzer; Sunday National Specialty – Betty Lenninger; National Sweeps – Richard Lawless. The host 

hotel, Doubletree by Hilton Bloomington, information has also been posted to Face Book. The show logo is not ready 

yet. It will be a Lowchen on a pillow with a heart necklace. 

Donna Jones gave an update on the “Rescue Boys”.  They came through the neutering surgery well. However, the vet did 

not want to do the hernia surgery. The vet thought it was not in the best interest of the dig to do the surgery. They still 

need homes. 

The Health & Rescue Committee report was made by Wendy Russell. She has not received a call back from the Lawless 

regarding assisting on the committee. She needs a co-chair for the committee.  Wendy has an idea for fundraising. She 

would like to get donations from members of grooming and Lowchen themed items and then sell them to other 

members.  In the future, she would also like to have a cadre of foster homes available for any rescues. 

Dana and Donna will be attending the judge’s education seminar in Orlando, Florida in December 2013. Dana has 

completed five breeds and trying to finish the group. Don as also commented that 5 agility dogs may be competing at 

the show.  
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Donna Jones will be conducting the Judge’s Seminar at the National. She will post a sign-up form for attendance on the 

LCA web site. The plan is to charge $30 for judges, $15 members, and free for members who bring their dogs. Cost 

should cover the materials. Last year a fee was charged, but not certain of the amount. 

A vote was put forth to the board by Dayle to hold the general membership meeting during cocktail hour before the 

banquet on Sunday. Low attendance and the difficulty of “rounding” members up at the show grounds have made it 

hard to conduct the meeting with good participation by members.  This motion was carried with an overwhelming 

majority. The Recording Secretary thinks this new manner of holding the general membership meeting during cocktail 

hour shall be known as the “Lions Pride Hour”. Come meet your fellow LCA members at the “watering hole”.  

The one order of business the board struggled with was the need or desire for a Permanent Show Chair to assist the host 

show chair with various arrangements and to ensure that the show is a success. The crux of the issue is that the show 

chair is not allowed, per the club’s current by-laws, to show at the specialty show. At one point the board was going to 

offer this idea to the general membership for their opinion or vote.  In light of the current difficulties with the show, 

eight board members agreed for the need for a Permanent Show Chair that would work as a liaison between the board 

and the local show chair. Dee graciously volunteered. She is involved in the budgeting and financial arrangements for 

the show in her position as the club’s treasurer.  Great Dee!!! Thank you. 

A great idea was offered by one of the board members, I think it was John Taylor, to share the wonderful photos 

received for submission to the AKC for the complete dog book. The photos collected could be used on the 2014 LCA 

calendar. There were many, so a collage might be the best application for the next calendar.  

News was received that Rhonda Croxton will be unable to continue creating and editing the HeadLions.  A new job with 

long hours and family illness is making it very hard for her to devote sufficient time to complete the Headlions. Kat has 

been assisting, but all that computer work is too much for her.  They have promised to continue until the club finds new 

editors. 

On March 12, Dayle motioned to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was carried and the meeting concluded.   

April 2013 Board Meeting (April 01 – April 09) 

The LCA President, Dayle Lewis, brought the meeting to order on April 01, 2013. In attendance were: Lisa Brown, 

Barbara Cecil, Dee Gardinier, Donna Jones, Dayle Lewis, Dana Read, Don Roback, Wendy Russell, Mary Spruiell, John 

Taylor, and Jane Turbenson. 

The Treasurer’s report was accepted by a majority of the board members. The minutes from the March board meeting 

were also accepted by a majority of the board members after a typographical error correction. 

Don Roback, Corresponding Secretary gave his report. Two new member candidates (1 former lapsed member). Bios will 
be published in the next HeadLions.  All applications for membership from last cycle were approved. Don will send new 
LCA officer’s information to the AKC> 

Eric “Doc” Iverson inquired about Judge’s selection committee for 2014 National show. 

Dayle stated that Elaine Saxen willing to chair Judge’s Selection Committee. Dayle is also willing to serve on the 
committee too. 

Discussion of the Permanent Show Chair position continued. The purpose of this committee position is to eliminate the 
need for the show host to have direct contact with judges. This will allow the show host to show in conformation at the 
national. This position is also the chair of the Judges Selection Committee. This committee could consist of Dayle, Dee, 
and Elaine. This is just a suggestion and others could be added as needed. 
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Wendy Russell will continue as Health Committee chair and would also like to chair the Rescue Committee. She would 
like a co-chair or assistance from someone on the East coast. 

Donna Jones will be conducting a judge’s education in December in Florida for the AKC institute. Nadine Pelleschi will be 
doing a Judges Education for the AKC judges Institute in Pennsylvania in August. Donna is looking for someone to 
possibly do a JE in Glen Rose, Texas. She will also be conducting an “impromptu” talk on the breed for Chattanooga 
Kennel Club – small group of judges. 

Dana suggested providing parent club mentors/presenters with tri-fold to keep with them at all shows. This will make it 
easy to give to a judge that needs a quick tutorial. Donna has created a Lowchen proportion chart. This chart depicts the 
proportions and shows a silhouette of a Lowchen in coat and clipped.  

Donna Jones gave an update on the “Rescue Boys”. Two have gone to Suzanne Solin. She works with a rescue agency. 
The 3rd boy has come to her because the folks wanted a livelier dog.  Donna sent air fare and expenses to Dee for flying 
the two to Suzanne. They are listed on PetFinder.com. A family is coming to see the third one. Both had ear and eye 
infections and one may have stones. They are on Clavamox for prostate and ear infections. Great job Donna and thanks 
for all your efforts on the rescues. 

Richard and Jennifer Lawless would like to be mentors or head committee on judge’s education presentations. Donna 
offered their names. There are specific guidelines for becoming mentors. Donna sent an e-mail regarding LCA 
requirements. They were disappointed that they could not be “grandfathered” in.  Wendy would like to get them to 
commit to Co-chairing Health and Rescue with her. They have a wealth of knowledge and experience. 

Donna informed the Board that she is unable to continue as the LCA Vice President. It is an important position on the 
board and home and personal issues prevent her from fulfilling her duties and taking on the Presidency if Dayle ever 
steps down. She will continue as Judge’s Education and is looking for someone to take on the rescue position.  She could 
take on another position on the board if the Board felt she was needed.   

Dayle suggested that Dana Read take on the VP position and that a new director at large be found. This might be easier 
than finding someone to take on the VP position. Wendy made a motion to accept Dana as VP. Barbara Cecil suggested 
that Dana and Donna switch positions. Dana would take on the mantle of VP and Donna would become the Director-at-
Large. John Taylor offered the motion. Barbara seconded the motion and then the motion was passed was a majority 
vote. 

Kathy and Vicki sent email through Don re merchandise and # of hotel rooms booked on 04/03. 

Gillian Robertson has offered to take over the Headlions from Kat and Rhonda. This motion was also passed with a 
majority vote of the Board. 

Dee had several issues to resolve: 1) calendar money form Rhonda with note stating funds owed to her should go 
donated to the rescue fund ($499.75). There are bills and checks over 60 days old. 2) Donna sent shipping & expense 
charges to send rescue boys to Sue S ($651.16). Don sent check for $100 for rescue fund. 3) As Permanent Show Chair, 
Dee, contacted Vicki regarding expenses – all taken care of. She advised her to send all other bills within 60 days. 4) 
Talked with Doc and 2014 is a standalone show. She asked for the contract. We also need a list of judges for 
membership to vote on. 

John suggests the following for Dee’s issues. 1) Accept all bills and income from the calendar sales and lets handle any 
problems. 2) Reimburse Donna for all expenses. 3) Good news regarding 2013 National. 4) Request review of 2014 
contract for Utah Nationals. The 2014 dates for the National are September 11 – 14, 2014 in Farmington, Utah. 

In her new committee roll as Permanent Show Chair, Dee contacted Doc Iverson regarding various aspects of the show 
preparation. On April 04, 2013 the Board received and e-mail from Doc regarding the appointment of Dee as Show 
Chair. Doc stated that LCA violated their own rules by creating a new board position. The permanent show chair is only 
committee position. Dee seemed the natural board member since she has experience with organizing a national show 
and is the club’s treasurer. Don Roback is the national show liaison. 
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A response from the Board was crafted and sent by Dayle from the entire board. Doc responded to this e-mail on April 
08 and withdrew as show chair and told LCA to secure some another location for the 2014 national show. The Board 
accepted his resignation and immediately began searching for a new venue. The Ohio proposals was reviewed but 
rejected again due to the cost and distance from the airport.   

Dana suggested having National during EUK week in Florida – cluster of shows in December. Other suggestions were 
Rose City, Puyallup, Phoenix, or Louisville.  

On April 09, Dayle adjourned the meeting. The motion was seconded and passed by a majority. The May Board meeting 
will occur at the National if there are sufficient Board members in attendance. 

May 2013 Board Meeting (May 06 – May 15) 

The LCA President, Dayle Lewis, brought the meeting to order on May 06, 2013. In attendance were: Lisa Brown, Barbara 

Cecil, Dee Gardinier, Donna Jones, Dayle Lewis, Dana Read, Don Roback, Wendy Russell, Mary Spruiell, John Taylor, and 

Jane Turbenson. 

The Treasurer’s report was accepted by a majority of the board members. The minutes from the April board meeting 

were also accepted by a majority of the board members. Two members refrained from voting on the minutes – Lisa – 

she drafted them, and Dee – she could not open the document.  

There was no posted agenda for this meeting since it was going to take place at the National Show. Once it was 

determined that there would be insufficient board members to hold the meeting at the show a decision was made to 

have a regular on-line board meeting. There will be a general membership meeting held at the National Specialty on 

Sunday, May 26, the night of the banquet. 

Don Roback, Corresponding Secretary, gave his report. He received a puppy inquiry from Russia!! WOW!!!! He passed 

the inquiry on to Vicki All.  Two new member candidates were published in the last Headlions.  We will vote on or 

around May 25. Don received an email from the AKC regarding an AKC Companion Events “eList”. The AKC was soliciting 

members so Don enrolled. 

Don also reported that he received an email from Westgate Giftware. It includes pictures of 4 wool handmade Lowchen 

art pieces (soft statues) that are available.  He thought they were outstanding (if you are into that sort of thing). The link 

is ww.westgategiftware.co.uk. 

A member survey recommended and developed by Dee Gardinier. This survey seeks input from club members on 
various topics from national show locations to the club’s quarterly publication, Headlions. Several drafts were created. 
The final version will be mailed to all members by Dee Gardinier. The survey is attached to the meeting minutes. 

Committee Chairs listed on the LCA website and as listed in the Headlions need to be updated for 2013. There are 
several unfilled positions and a few that need corrections. 

The electronic submission of the club’s annual membership list to the AKC is overdue. Barbara Cecil passed this 
information onto the Lisa Brown, the new Recording Secretary. The 2013 membership list has not been posted due to 
Lisa still getting to know all the tasks of her office. The list will be updated and posted to the AKC website by no later 
than the end of June 2013. Don Roback promised to assist with this task.   

Eric Iverson, who proposed a specialty in Utah for 2014, has withdrawn his offer. 

The board worked to determine locations for the 2014 and 2015 National Specialty. Many locations were battered 
around amongst the board. One location potential location was the cluster during the Eukanuba invitational. This Florida 
location, although desirable in December would create a great detail of logistical issues and there is no agility (unless 
you are an invitee). Wanting to be able to show all the skills of our breed this location was a “no-go”.   A few other 
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interesting locations were brought as possible selections. Also discussed was the possibility of the club having a 
standalone national specialty at a future time. 

The Board decided on the following locations and dates for the 2014 and 2015 National Specialty: 

2014 Louisville Cluster, Louisville, Kentucky – March 13 - 16, 2014  

2015 Rose City Classic, Portland, Oregon – January 15 - 18, 2015 

A list of approved Lowchen judges will be sent out to the membership selection/voting for the Regional and National 
Specialty in June. 

On May 15, 2013, the club President, Dayle Lewis motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motioned was carried and the 
meeting concluded. 

June 2013 Board Meeting (June 03 – June 12) 

The LCA President, Dayle Lewis, brought the meeting to order on June 03, 2013. In attendance were: Lisa Brown, 

Barbara Cecil, Dee Gardinier, Donna Jones, Dayle Lewis, Dana Read, Don Roback, Wendy Russell, Mary Spruiell, John 

Taylor, and Jane Turbenson. 

The Treasurer’s report was accepted by a majority of the board members. One question was asked about a fee of 

$168.00/annum for “Constant Contact”. Barbara Cecil explained that this is an e-mail program used for sending out the 

Headlions. It is one of the least expensive, but most efficient and effective ways to do mass e-mailings such as with the 

Headlions. It provides reports on the e-mails reaching the intended recipients. 

The Recording Secretary posted the final version of the May board meeting minutes. The minutes were accepted by a 

majority vote. 

Don Roback gave the Corresponding Secretary’s report. Two new member candidates will be published in the next issue 

of the Headlions. He is working with Lisa Brown to get the 2013 LCA membership list posted to AKC website.  

He also gave a report on the future venues for the national shows. 2014 will be held in Louisville, Kentucky. The host 

hotel is the Best Western that is 3 miles from the show ground (easy to get to).  No contract has been signed as of this 

report. The room rate is $79.00 (plus tax) and a one-time $25 pet fee.  If LCA books twenty (20) or more rooms at the 

hotel the banquet room and hospitality suite are gratis. The banquet room holds 150. That should suit us perfectly. Vicki 

All has volunteered to handle the merchandise sales. Dee Gardinier has asked a friend to submit logo ideas for the 2014 

national show. Don has contacted the cluster organizer who is finalizing judges’ selection. Ballots will be sent to the 

membership for selections for 2014 and 2015 nationals. The 2015 LCA national show will be in Portland, Oregon. 

Decisions on judges need be made promptly. 

Dayle met with Dee Gardinier and Elaine Saxon at the May National show since they are the “Committee of Three” for 

judges’ selection. Elaine was charged with getting Dee the list from ones voted on last year and eligible judges for the 

membership to vote on for 2015 national show. Dee is the Judges’ Selection Chairperson. Elaine has agreed to do the 

mailings to the membership for voting. 

Dee received an e-mail from Vicki All regarding expenses submitted by Renee Reiherzer, Saturday’s sweepstakes judge. 

The expense is for fuel (mileage 592) for $126.00. Dayle stated that the club does not reimburse sweepstakes judges. 

There may have been some misunderstanding with Renee regarding expenses. LCA should pay. It is a small amount. 

Board members agreed that we should pay her and accept it as another a “lessons learned”. Most clubs pay for one 

night’s hotel room too. In Concord, North Carolina, LCA paid one night’s lodging and invited both judges to the banquet. 
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Dayle agrees with other Board members, but wants to make certain sweepstakes judges are under contract and are 

informed of LCA’s reimbursement policy for expenses. Need to find out if Richard Lawless submitted expenses and if he 

was reimbursed. According to the LCA National Specialty Guidelines – the club pays for one night’s hotel stay for 

sweepstake judges. Sweepstake judges should be invited to the banquet as guests of the club. 

Donna Jones gave a Judge’s Education Report. The judge’s seminar at the National was a success in spite of the lack of 

cooperation from the cluster and a very small room. The room was small and not conducive to conducting a seminar. 

The time of the seminar conflicted with other seminars that day caused some problems with judges being able to 

attend. The seminar was not listed in the show catalog. Seven (7) judges attended. There was great interest and turnout 

from our membership and their little lions. Future seminars may have to limit the number of members attending due to 

space issues. This should be considered when scouting out the location of the seminar at the show.  Donna and the 

judges appreciated seeing all the dogs. The judges really enjoyed the hands-on and live Lowchens – so many wonderful 

dogs in the ring.  Donna is working on getting prices for a tri-fold information brochure along with the seminar packets.  

She secured a laptop and projector at cost for the club to use for judge’s education seminars. Donna will donate these to 

the club. (LCA thanks Donna for her generous donation).  

Donna was approached about a doing a seminar in Texas. She is trying to find someone else to do the seminar. She will 

keep us apprised of future judge’s education seminars. Wendy stated she may be able to do the judge’s seminar in Texas 

depending on the dates. Barbara mentioned that if Donna doesn’t come down to Houston to show and do the seminar 

there are few Lowchens shown in breed. Donna stated she has shown in Houston and would do it this year, but they 

don’t have non-sporting slated. The seminar is actually in Glen Rose, Texas. The seminar would need at least four (4) 

dogs for the hands-on portion of the seminar. 

Lessons learned from the 2013 National. The issues with the show organization indicate a need and importance of 

permanent show chair. There were no awards of merit. Some rosettes and ribbons were missing. There were not 

enough trophies. The judges were not invited to banquet until the last minute. Dee thought it would have been 

beneficial to ask the judges to write a critique for the Headlions. Several members stated that they would not submit 

national proposal if they were not the show chair. They are trying to obtain their judges licenses and want to put this on 

their application. A high note of the show was the great camaraderie among members.  

Board members voiced their opinions regarding the lack of rosettes. If they were stated in the premium list then LCA 

must get them and send them out to placements that did not receive them. The club should abide by the premium list. 

Donna stated that we also need rosettes for Reserve Winner’s Dog and Winner’s Bitch that were awarded a major. AKC 

would want them mailed out since they were not provided at the show. Usually the cluster supplies them. Kathy told 

cluster she would get them but none were ordered. Vicki and Kathy, as the show organizers, are responsible. Dee said 

she would call Vicki. Dee received a call from Vicki and she is working the issue. 

The discussion arose again as to the need for an AKC delegate. This came up during the judge’s education seminar. The 

AKC passed the rule that a Major can be awarded to the reserve winner’s dog and reserve winner’s bitch. Members 

were unaware that this had passed. If this information was known prior to the show it could have been included in the 

premium list. LCA could have notified AKC of National Specialty and intention to award reserve majors (3 points). LCA 

met all qualifications to include double the number it takes for a 5 point major. Donna Jones contacted the AKC with 

Cindy Stansell assistance.  AKC stated technically you need to opt out of this option; however, it needs to be in the 

premium list.  Because of Donna efforts, we did get the 3 point major for both the dog and bitch. The points have been 

awarded. This is a prime example of why an AKC delegate would benefit the club. 
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The general membership meeting was not a great success. We still can’t seem to get enough members to attend the 

general membership meeting at the national show. Different ideas were brought for alternatives to the general 

membership meeting. An on-line general meeting could be conducted through LCA member list or private group on 

Facebook or Yahoo. Not all members have computers or use Facebook. An on-line meeting could be tedious and not 

productive. There would need to be a clear agenda and clear set of rules. The meeting during banquet didn’t work this 

year for several reasons: everything was running late and hotel started putting food out before everyone arrived. Judges 

should not be at meeting. Only a handful of Board members were present. The meeting needs to be before the banquet. 

The annual meeting at the national specialty should/could be designated as a quorum regardless of the number of 

members who attended. We will know in advance which board and committee heads will be there. Other reports can be 

sent to the president ahead of the show/meeting.  

Don suggested the general membership meeting be held on Friday in lieu of or in conjunction with a seminar. Board 

members still like cocktail hour and membership meeting – just not sure what is the best day (or time). Donna suggested 

it should occur in the day of arrival. 

Maybe LCA could to entice members to attend the meeting with a drawing – for a gift card (if we have a quorum – 

shame their friends into coming to the meeting). Dayle made a motion to try a drawing at 2014 show during the 

membership meeting. The motion passed. Dayle also suggested a 50/50 raffle too.  

In the future, LCA show organizers should work with hotel to hand out list of events and maybe goodie bags too with the 

event list. A posted agenda may also be helpful in bringing in the membership. We could also have a welcome table in 

the lobby of the hotel. 

Dee has received a list of approved judges for 2014 from Elaine Saxton. The judges are: Doris Cozart, Susan St. John 

Brown, Alice Bixler (LCA member), Kim Robbins, Vicki Abbott, and Toddie Clark. Sweepstakes judges: Davis Kittridge and 

Jean Shepherd (LCA member). If we select Susan St. John Brown, we can ask her husband, James Brown, as well. Dayle 

likes the idea for using a provisional judge for sweeps. Donna thought that James Brown would love to do judge sweeps. 

National Specialty Guidelines state the club is supposed to solicit names from membership to be placed on a ballot and 

then get a vote for judges. Don stated it was too late for Louisville, Kentucky.  It may not be too late for sweepstake 

judges for Louisville. Don will send list from last vote to cluster organizers and is hoping for the best. This can be done 

for Portland as well. 

The Louisville cluster organizer stated Vicki Abbott was on panel. Don promises the rest of the list soon. Wendy stated 

she received an email from Rose City Cluster – they are already selecting judges for 2015.  

The Board agreed to send ballots to the membership. The ballot should include the process for selecting judges – such as 

we use the judges hired by the cluster. Voting results should be published in some venue – Headlions, LCA web site, etc. 

Wendy gave an update on the 2015 National – Portland, Oregon. The cluster chair, Larry Burton, has replied and is 

excited for LCA to have the national with the cluster. Dana created a draft ballot format (without names) for board 

approval of general content. She also included the requirements for judge selections on the ballot format. Later, names 

can be plugged in to the ballot format and mailed to the membership.  If approved, this can be used by the Judges 

Selection Committee.  

Another comment on LCA having a permanent show chair is that our shows are rotated to different venues. Large clubs 

have one location for national shows each year and in the same month. LCA is trying to rotate between three districts 

(East Coast, West, and Mid). Membership should have opportunity to vote on judges. A different show chair each year 

does not provide continuity. Stability and assurance is needed to ensure all tasks are completed for a successful show. 
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Some members have expressed an interest in receiving the Headlions in a paper format mailed to them. LCA can 

certainly research the cost of printing a 40 page color document and mailing it to members. Would members support it 

was advertising to supplement the cost? In the past members did not support with advertisements since basically you 

are advertising to a small population already involved in Lowchens. It could be offered as a “subscription” that is 

separate from the annual dues. The editor of the Headlions is Gillian Robertson who resides in Canada. This could be 

costly to print and mail from Canada. A CD to folks might be cheaper and the member can print it themselves. Estimated 

cost for printing: 25 HL with 50 pages comes to $6.87 +taxes (per copy) with stiffer stock for front and back cover. The 

interior pages are B&W. Color cost more. More copies drive the price down by about .15 cents. Wendy conducted the 

research and got the estimate. USPS offers media rate. This was done in the past by Don Roback. He burned the CDs at 

his expenses and time. 

Wendy volunteered to do research on show sites for future shows. She has a lot of contacts. This will allow planning 

begin sooner for future shows. 

Donna and Lisa think we need a club banner. Used at hotels and at show. Used for pictures too. Dayle agrees. 

Dayle recommends 2 mailings of the judges’ selection ballots. 1st – 2014 only and must go out ASAP. It should contain a 

list of judges already hired by cluster. All members will select one. The judge with the most votes will be National judge. 

The judge with the second highest number of votes will be the Regional judge. For 2015 and 2016 the mailing will go out 

after the 2014 mailing and selection. One list will be the judges already hired by cluster. The other list will be all 

approved AKC judges for Lowchens. Elaine Saxton will do mailings. Ballots should be hard copy via US mail as per our 

National Specialty Guidelines.  

 Lisa Brown sent Elaine the 2013 membership list. 

Dayle motioned to adjourn on June 12. Tabling voting and Headlions issue. The motioned passed and the meeting 

adjourned. 

July 2013 Board Meeting (July 01 – July 10) 

The LCA President, Dayle Lewis, brought the meeting to order on July 01, 2013. In attendance were: Lisa Brown, Barbara 

Cecil, Dee Gardinier, Donna Jones, Dayle Lewis, Dana Read, Don Roback, Wendy Russell, Mary Spruiell, John Taylor, and 

Jane Turbenson. 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted by a majority of the board members on July 01, 2013. The minutes from the June 

meeting were also accepted by the Board. 

The Corresponding Secretary’s Report stated that there are three or four new member candidates that will be published in 

the next Headlions issue.   

Don received a note from AKC to sign up for Meet the Breeds in Orlando at Eukanuba in December. We have had a 

presence at this event every year. Don also received a note from AKC to sign up for Meet the Breeds in NYC on 

September 28 & 29.  We have never had a presence at this event. This event also features Meet the Breeds for cats.  

This is definitely a platform to promote our breed. It is held at the Javits Center (11
th
 Avenue between 34

th
 and 39

th
 streets 

(down by the river).  

Don also gave an update on 2014 meeting. We finally have a list of non-sporting judges hired for the Louisville National 

next March.  Don has forwarded the list to Dayle for preparation of a ballot.  We have until July 31 to submit our judge 

requests to the cluster.  Alexia Fino has agreed to be our trophy chairperson.  He has forwarded our previous trophy list to 

her to start collecting ideas. Don will be starting a multimedia blitz for volunteers and donations in the next week or so. 
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Dayle stated she forwarded the judges list to Elaine Saxen the same day Don sent them to her. Elaine received the list 

and promised to take care of the ballots. She has heard nothing yet. 

Discussion of printed (hard copies) copies of the Headlions for members centered on how many members desired copies 

and the cost. The membership was consulted through the survey. There were two questions in the recent survey mailed 

to members. 1) Are you satisfied with the Headlions? 2) Are you comfortable with having the Headlions on the Internet 

instead of a paper copy? Would members be willing to pay a “subscription” fee in addition to the annual dues?  Some 

members may think that dues should be covering a printed copy of the Headlions. The Board reached out to Gillian 

Robertson for her opinion since she is currently in charge of the Headlions and her previous work with on the Headlions.  

Prior to 2009 the Headlions was costing the club about $1,000/yr. Gillian previously sent copies and/or CDs to members 

who didn’t have computers.  An estimated cost for a 55 page document (color) would be $24 - $30 per issue plus 

postage and envelopes. This might work out to $120/yr. mailing and printing takes money and time. Wendy did a quick 

cost estimate and determined a color cover and B&W inside would be $6.87/copy. This might average out to an 

additional $25/yr on top of current membership dues. Board voted to table the discussion/decision on the printed 

Headlions until after the results of the survey have been received.   

Dayle requested her two new business agenda items be placed on the August agenda: Mentor Requirements and 

printed membership list. 

Wendy Russell presented the Canine Health Information Center (CHIC) report. 

Donna Jones received the proposed logo for 2014. It came through Dee’s friend to Vicki. Vicki All, who is in charge of 

merchandise, sent it to Donna to share with the Board members.  It was a Lowchen with a jockey’s silks and riding hat 

with a crop in his mouth.  

Barbara has an idea from her Pomeranian club. Adopt dog from previous show as the permanent logo. Add items to it to 

coordinate with current show. Add to background something relating to the theme or location of the current specialty. 

For Louisville, keep the “Run for the Roses” theme and add behind the dog a horseshoe with roses. The background can 

be easily changed to represent the show theme. 

Wendy made a motion on 07/03/2013 to use the same logo with some alterations year after year. The motion was 

passed by the Board. It was also suggested that the original artist be hired to do the Louisville logo so that the dog, 

roses, etc. would all be in the same style/format. This logo appeared at the Syracuse, NY show. This format would make 

it much easier to design a new logo year. It would allow creativity and ease of design. Gillian gave the fee to re-do or 

change art work on the logo. The artist charges $35/hour. 

The Recording Secretary, Lisa Brown, gave her report regarding the 2013 membership list. The list is available in two 

formats – Excel and Word. The Excel version was sent to Gillian Robertson for the Headlions distribution. The Word 

version will be posted on the LCA Yahoo member group site (lcamemberinfo@yahoogroups.com). The updated list was 

sent to the AKC, as required, for their records. This is an annual AKC requirement. The AKC format only list member 

names, zip codes, phone and e-mails. We lost about 15 members this year but due to new members, our membership 

hovers around 100. On a high note we have 12 Lifetime members in the club. 

Elaine Saxen has the ballot for judges for Louisville. Dayle called to inquiring as to the status of the ballots. Elaine stated 

the ballot was done but she ran into a small problem doing the mailing labels. The ballots should go out by no later than 

July 09, 2013. Per our NSG two people will count the ballots to ensure a good “checks & balances” – Dee, Chair of JSC, 

and Elaine.  Or, in her absence, Elaine and Dayle will count the votes. 
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LCA National Show Guidelines (NSG) states that the show chair, who is also the chair of the Judge’s Selection Committee, 

is to receive and tabulate the hard copies of votes. This is to provide “checks and balances”. It also states that members 

should also email their ballots to entire committee so they are aware of their vote. This information was not on the 

sample ballot. Dayle will have Elaine add this provision to the 2015 ballot. Ballots will go to Elaine and then Dayle, to 

ensure correct count and fairness. The JSC consists of Dee, and Dayle. Elaine reported that the 2014 ballots would go out 

by no later than July 08 and would include a request for sweeps nominations. Return deadline for the ballots is July 24. 

The 2015 ballots will go out one week later with return of 07/31.  

In regards to the 2015 show, the LCA NSG states first send a ballot to members that includes all AKC approved Lowchen 

judges. Then based on the voting results let the cluster chair know.  If these selections do not work with the cluster, LCA 

will have to send a second ballot out to the members. The 2014 show may be an exception due to the short timeframe. 

Dee informed the Board that she wishes to step down as permanent show chair after the 2014 show. 

Wendy stated that the 2015 show is at the Rose City Classic (RCC) so we could use roses again just in a different way. She 

also wanted to discuss RCC because if Dee is not going to be the permanent show chair, a replacement is needed 

immediately. She doesn’t mind being the show chair (although she was planning on showing) but is unfamiliar with all 

the requirements. 

Wendy received correspondence from the RCC regarding judges. Here is the list of currently confirmed judges that can 

judge Lowchens: Vicki Abbott, Fred Bassett, Lewis Bayne, Peggy Dillard Carr, David Kirkland, Janice Pardue, and Bobbie 

Wood. They also want to know if we have any provisional judges that LCA would like to use. 

Dana suggested with Dee stepping down after 2014 as the permanent show chair, she would assistant the chair and help 

Wendy with details and requirements. Or, maybe Don and Wendy would like to co-chair the event and continue as the 

PSC.  Donna also offered assistance in any way she could, but also wants to show. For Wendy this is a rare occasion to 

have the National in her “backyard” but then be unable to show. Wendy expressed her desire to show, but wants to get 

the club from “behind the 8 ball” and get shows planned two years in advance. She will work the details now until LCA 

can figure out a solution. Thanks Wendy! 

It was suggested that the Board ask the general membership if anyone is interested in taking on the Permanent Show 

Chair position.  

Dayle stated we should follow guidelines for 2015.  Let’s have Wendy as the host and look for a permanent show chair. If 

the Board is unable to find a volunteer, then LCA could make an exception and allow Wendy to show. Dayle made a 

suggestion: maybe the PSC could be someone outside the club. LCA could offer a $100/yr for someone to take on the 

position. The idea of a non-member permanent show chair was also considered. Don thought the LCA constitution 

stated that this position must be a club member. We should confirm this and poll membership for their interest in the 

PSC position. 

Another point about the PSC, some members might volunteer, but if they are “doing all the work” they want to have the 

title of Show Chair. Members who are working toward their judge’s license would want to use their experience as “the 

Show Chair” on their resume.  LCA could use “National Coordinator” or “Nationals Liaison” instead of Permanent Show 

Chair. The NSG would then need to be amended to reflect the two positions and their roles and responsibilities.   

Donna suggested having Wendy get the Hospitality Committee to be in charge of everything that has to do with judges, 

hospitality bags for judges, gift bags for attendee, gift bags for judges, etc. Then since Wendy would have no contact 

with judges, could be allowed to show. How does the Board feel about this? How would the general membership feel 

about this exception? Delegate is the way to work with committees. The cluster folks are a great help.  
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Dayle commented that the NSG state that the show chair, who has contact with judges, cannot show in conformation. 

This rule was put into place to avoid in conflicts. Dayle wants provisional judges on the ballot for sweeps. Dayle also 

suggested that perhaps Don Roback might be the PSC and that Wendy would be the host for 2015. This would allow 

Wendy to show. Then Wendy could take over as PSC for 2016. Wendy agreed with this idea. Wendy would like until next 

Board meeting to consider the PSC position. Don is unable to commit until after the 2014 National.  

On July 07, Dayle requested Dana draft another ballot format for the 2015 show to send to Elaine. A list of all Lowchen 

judges should be sent. Then present our selections to the cluster. If they cannot use the judge(s) selected, then another 

ballot should go out for just the non-sporting judges the cluster has hired. The first Ballot should include request for 

sweeps judges. 

Also on July 07, Dayle requested that Dana finish out the meeting. She is going out of town and will be unable to 

complete the monthly meeting. 

The Board approved a budget of $70/yr to update and revise the show logo for the upcoming Nationals. 

Dana motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion was passed. The meeting was adjourned on July 12. 

Additional Notes: 

The Judges Selection Committee on July 12 sent an e-mail to the Yahoo LCA member group regarding 2014 ballots and 

deadline of July 24. 

Also of note, Suzanne Solin reported that Marsha Moore’s (who passed away unexpectedly in January), Trevor and 

Perry, have been adopted by a couple in Texas. They have two older Lowchens already (and chickens, too).  

August 2013 Board Meeting (August 05 – August 14) 

The LCA President, Dayle Lewis, brought the meeting to order on August 05, 2013. In attendance were: Lisa Brown, 

Barbara Cecil, Donna Jones, Dayle Lewis, Dana Read, Don Roback, Wendy Russell, Mary Spruiell, John Taylor, and Jane 

Turbenson. Dee Gardinier was absent. 

The Treasurer’s Report and July meeting minutes were accepted by a majority of the board members on August 05, 

2013.  

The Corresponding Secretary’s made a report on August 11, 2013. There are 3 or 4 new member applicants being 

published in the next Headlions. Don has not received any information on Eukanuba medallions or Breed Meet-up for 

the show in December. He has received a letter from the AKC for the Meet the Breed event at the Javits Center in New 

York City. LCA needs to inform AKC by September 01, 2013 if we will participate. He has an updated committee member 

list posting to the LCA website.  

Nationals 2014 report. The committees have a few new volunteers and are almost fully staffed. Advertising has started 

in the Headlions for the show. Information is also posted on Facebook and on the LCA website. Don has passed the 

judges choice to the cluster but has not heard back. They have already confirmed that our #2 choice, Ms. Kahn, was no 

longer on the panel. We requested our #1 and # 3 choice. No confirmation as of this report.   

Donna Jones has created and generously donated two LCA Club banners (6ft and 8 ft). 

Danielle Tallman put together a report of the survey results. The membership was basically happy with Headlions, but 

some still would prefer paper issues. The main issue is communication. Perhaps there should be a “Members’ Only” 
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page on the LCA web site or a private chat group on. Another common issue was with the Permanent Show Chair 

position. 

Dayle gave a report for the Judge's Selection Committee.  The ballots are in and counted for 2014 Nationals. Results 

were sent to the Board. Need to determine who on the sweeps list of nominees might be eligible to judge according to 

the National Specialty Guidelines. Dayle will contact eligible nominees see if they are interested in judging and are 

available for the National/Regional. Once this is completed, the final list can be issued as a ballot to the membership for 

a vote.  Elaine Saxen has the 2015 ballots ready to be mailed. She just wanted to wait until results were in for 2014 

before sending another ballot to members to avoid any possible confusion.  

Sweeps nominations from club members: Sally Waltrip, Jean Shepherd, Ron Crowder, Nadine Pelleschi (ineligible as she 

judged sweeps in 2012), Gillian Robertson, Dayle Lewis, Adam Weissman, Natalie Weissman, David Weissman, Gini 

Denninger, Christie Smith (provisional judge), Donna Jones, Dana Read, Susa Williams, Jan Nienhaus, and Jennifer 

Lawless. 

 

Dana suggested sending nominees an e-mail with a few pertinent questions regarding their qualifications to judge. This 

will help the Board narrow the choice. Currently one does not have to be an LCA member to be nominated and judge 

sweeps. Some clubs stipulate that sweeps judges must be members and breeders. Some nominees do not meet LCA 

criteria and we should ensure they are available to judge before sending out the ballot. John reminded the Board that 

sweeps judges are to remain away from all dogs that might be shown under them. Sweeps judges are not permitted to 

show on the days before the day they judge and cannot show on the day at all that they judge (AKC rule). 

The nominee with the most votes will judge the National Sweeps. The nominee with the second greatest number of 

votes will judge the Regional Sweeps. 

Dayle crafted an explanation of the requirements to be sent to each nominee. Here are the stated requirements: 1. 

Minimum of eight (8) years in Conformation in the Lowchen breed, 2. Minimum of five (5) litters whelped and raised on 

your premises, 3. Minimum of four (4) champions bred by you, whether or not you owned, co-owned or handled the 

dog to its championship, or 4. You are an AKC approved judge of any breed working towards approval for Lowchen or a 

permit/provisional judge of Lowchen. The e-mail will also state that a nominee considering judging the sweeps must 

understand that they are NOT allowed to show on the day of judging or any days of this cluster prior to their assignment. 

No contact is allowed with any dogs that might be shown under them before judging. No dogs owned, co-owned or bred 

by a judge are allowed to be shown during this assignment.  

Dayle suggested that a short biography be placed on the ballot for each nominee. This would help members cast an 

informed vote. Some members may not know the nominees. A motion was made to e-mail the ballot instead of mailing 

it out and waiting for responses. Four Board members voted in favor: Dayle, Wendy, Donna, Lisa. This motion did not 

have sufficient votes to pass. 

Dana also motioned to end the use of the Permanent Show Chair title. Instead we should use National Coordinator, 

National Liaison, or National Specialty Liaison.  The LCA National Specialty Guidelines will have to be amended. Dayle 

asked if any objections to changing Permanent Show Chair to National Specialty Liaison. Dana made a motion that the 

Show Chair works with judges and thus the Show Chair cannot show. The national coordinator can show since they have 

no direct contact with the judges. The motion was approved by a majority vote of the Board. 

The 2013 rosette is issue still unresolved. Dayle reported that Dee tried numerous times to contact Vicki All for an 

update on the rosettes. She has been unsuccessful. Donna will attempt to contact Vicki. On August 06 Vicki responded 
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to Donna and sent an email stating she had been trying to work with Kathy. She offered to send out the rosettes but has 

been unable to resolve the issue with Kathy. Vicki asked the Board for assistance.  Dana volunteered to help and 

contacted Kathy. She thought everything was all set with the cluster show chair, Steve Melgreens. Dana will contact 

Steve directly. Onofrio was super and Kathy was under the impression that they always print extra rosettes. If she 

doesn’t hear back from Kathy she will contact and Onofrio directly on Monday.  

Dana contacted Steve Melgreens. He suggested to Kathy quite a while ago to contact Onofrio. Dana called Onofrio and 

left a message. Dana made a connection with the Onofrio folks regarding the rosettes. They may even have some excess 

for us otherwise they will assist LCA in ordering the rosettes. Dana will ask Onofrio to send a copy of the premium list to 

her. Dana will work with Onofrio directly to obtain the rosettes. Tiffany Fields, Onofrio, responded on August 13. Dana 

will ask pricing questions and determine which rosettes are needed – i.e. – BOS, BOB. 

As directed by the Board, Dana made updates/changes to National Specialty Guidelines – Permanent Show Chair, good 

standing, National Liaison Coordinator and description, and sweeps judges – member in good standing with AKC and 

LCA. Dayle requested a few additional changes, i.e. National Liaison is not part of Judges Selection Committee (JSC). The 

JSC consists of the Show Chair, Board member, and a general member. This means that the Show Chair may not show.  

Meet the Breed is at the Javits Center, New York City, September 28 and 29.  Vicki All is the Meet the Breed Chair. LCA 

could/should ask members in New York/New Jersey to attend the event.  AKC needs answer by September 01, 2013. 

Dee asked about the status of pictures sent to AKC for new breed book. Dana will track the answer down. Mara, at AKC 

was to have selections to us by April or May. Dana sent her an e-mail requesting an update. AKC responded. Raw 

material has been submitted to the publisher (text in April, photos in July). So far no word on when they will see the 

edited text. 

Per the recent survey, the LCA website is out of date and needs update information. Last posting of winners at National 

was 2009. Lists of Officers, Board Members, and committee members are out of date.  Don sent committee roster and 

Board membership to Tiger to post to LCA website. Maybe we should schedule reviews on at least a yearly basis of the 

web site information. 

LCA needs volunteers. John Taylor had a great idea to glean the information from the LCA application. The application 

asks applicants what they are interested in volunteering for in the club. Perhaps the Recording Secretary and 

Corresponding Secretary can work together to take note of this information at the time of application. The recent survey 

was anonymous so it is hard to determine which members were interested in volunteering.  

Don informed the Board of the AKC medallions. They are priced as follows: Conformation - $125, Obedience- $45, Agility 

- $45. Don made a motion to sponsor medallions for the Eukanuba show in December. The motion to sponsor the 

medallions was passed by a majority of the Board members. 

Dayle and Dana have penned a message to the membership to be included in the Headlions regarding the name change 

to National Liaison Coordinator and the difference between the National Show Chair. Board should also request 

volunteers, discuss the website, and correct out dated information for Board members and committee members. 

Don made a motion to fund the Meet the Breed at Eukanuba in December in the amount up to $1,000. Expenses must 

be submitted to LCA for reimbursement. Vicki All will attend in December. The motion passed by a majority vote. 

Wednesday, August 14, 2013, Dayle motioned to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was passed. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Submitted by: Dee Gardiner, Treasurer 
 
 
 
  

March & April 2013 Treasurers Report 

    Expenses 
   Rhonda Croxton  $    499.75  Balance:  $    27,342.69  

Calendar Expense 

   2012 - donated to rescue 

   Donna Jones  $    651.16  Loss: -$         376.01  

Rescue Expense - (Moore) 

   

    
Total: 

 $ 
1,150.91  Total:  $    26,966.68  

  
Breakdown: 

 Deposits:  $    230.00  Health & Research  $    10,253.46  

 
 $      45.15  Trophy  $      1,256.56  

Total:  $    275.15  Rescue  $      2,659.49  

  
LCA  $    12,797.17  

Explanation: 
   Membership Dues  $      75.00  Balance forward:  $    26,966.68  

Rescue Donations  $    100.00  
  Headlions  $      35.00  
 

 Breeders Referral  $      20.00  
  Calendars  $      45.15  
  Total:  $    275.15  
  Croxton (rescue) 499.75 
  Total:  $    774.90  
  Less Expense: -1150.91 
  Loss:  -$   376.01  
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May 2013 Treasurers Report 

    Expenses 
 

Balance: 
 Equisure Ins.   $    600.00  

 
 $      26,966.68  

Constant Contact 
   Headlions - webpage  $    168.00  Cash Reserve:  $        3,956.95  

Gillian Robertson  $    228.33  
  Awards (73.89) Postage (154.44) 

   Kathy Bumiller  $    387.51  
  2013 Trophies     Total:  $      30,923.63  

Vicki All  $    834.00  Breakdown: 
 Merchandise     Health & Research  $        9,697.55  

Total:  $ 2,217.84  Trophy  $           869.05  

  
Rescue  $        3,278.59  

Deposits:  $    138.19  LCA  $      17,078.34  

 
 $    115.00  

  

 
 $ 1,020.00  Balance forward:  $      30,923.53  

 
 $    420.00  

 

 

 
 $    798.00  

  

 
 $ 3,683.50  

  Total:  $ 6,174.69  
  Explanation: 

   Seminar  $    190.00  
  Health & Research  $      31.59  
  Rescue  $      31.60  
  Banquet  $ 1,580.00  
  Merchandise  $    888.00  
  Silent Auction  $    268.50  
  Oral Auction  $ 3,185.00  
  Total:  $ 6,174.69  
  Less Expenses: -$ 2,217.84  
  Cash Reserve:  $ 3,956.85  
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June 2013 Treasurers Report 

    Expenses 
 

Balance: 
 Double Tree Hilton  $ 1,967.80  

 
 $      30,923.53  

2012 Banquet 

   Renee Banquet  $    123.94  Less: -$       1,480.29  

Judges Expenses 

   Oneida Print Shop  $      17.55  
  survey copies 

   US Post Office  $      46.00  Total:  $      29,443.24  

stamps 

 
Breakdown: 

 Total:  $ 2,155.29  Health & Research  $        9,697.55  

  
Trophy  $        1,499.05  

Deposits:  $    655.00  Rescue  $        3,278.59  

 
 $      20.00  LCA  $      14,968.05  

Total:  $    675.00  
  

  
Balance forward:  $      29,443.24  

Explanation: 
   Trophy  $    630.00  

  Seminar (National)  $      25.00  
  Breeders Referral  $      20.00  
  Total:  $    675.00  
  

    Less Expenses: -$ 2,155.29  
  

    Difference: -$ 1,480.29  
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July  2013 Treasurers Report 

    Expenses 
 

Balance: 
 Vicki All  $    475.90  

 
 $      29,443.24  

National Expense 2013 

   Heart of Illinois - Nat'l 2013  $    224.92  Less: -$            95.82  

Total:  $    700.82  
  

    Deposits: 
   

 
 $    470.00  Total:  $      29,347.42  

 

 $    135.00  Breakdown: 
 Total:  $    605.00  Health & Research  $        9,697.55  

  
Trophy  $        1,423.15  

Explanation: 
 

Rescue  $        3,278.59  

Membership   $    135.00  LCA  $      14,948.13  

2013 Trophy  $    400.00  
  Headlions  $      70.00  Balance forward:  $      29,347.42  

Total:  $    605.00  
  

    Less Expenses: -$    700.82  
  

    Difference: -$      95.82  
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August 2013 Treasurers Report 

    Expenses 
 

Balance: 
 Vicki All  $      93.50  

 
 $      29,347.42  

Ribbons 2013 National 

   Vicki All  $    177.09  Less: -$          185.27  

Merchandise 2013 

   Elaine Saxon  $    165.59  
  Ballot Expenses 

   Kathy Bumiller  $      35.09  Total:  $      29,162.15  

2013 Merchandise shipping 

 
Breakdown: 

 Check return 2nd time  $      35.00  Health & Research  $        9,697.55  

Service Charge  $      20.00  Trophy  $        1,623.15  

Total:  $    526.27  Rescue  $        3,278.59  

  
LCA  $      14,562.86  

Deposits:  $    341.00  
  Total:  $    341.00  Balance forward:  $      29,162.15  

    Explanation: 
   Merchandise  $    141.00  

  Trophy  $    200.00  
  Total:  $    341.00  
  

    Less Expenses: -$    526.27  
  

    Difference: -$    185.27  
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Membership 
Submitted by: Don Roback, Membership Chair 
 
 

Congratulations to new LCA members Joni and Roger Weed and Michael and Dayna Stokes! 

1) For Full  Membership 
  
Bonnie Osgood 
Address:    4814 S Yank Way, Morrison, CO 80465     
Phone:    303-979-9024    
Email:    cody0318@aol.com   
Current breeds:    bichon frise, lowchen 
Breeds owned in the past:    dachshund, GSD, bichon frise    
Membership in Clubs:    Bichon Frise Club of America    
Ever had a litter?   Yes  
Professionally connected to Dogs?    No   
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?  Yes 
Companion/Performance titles:    CGC, CD, CH   
Interests in dog fancy:   conformation, agility, rally, obedience, tracking 
Areas of interest to work within th LCA:    anything I can do 
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?     Elaine Saxen and Donna Jones    
  
2) For Full Membership 
  
Jackie Brinton Mourning and Frank R Mourning 
Address:    8498 206th Ave NE, New London MN 56273    
Phone:    320-354-5333    
Email:    mournings@tds.net  
Current breeds:   lowchen and briards 
Breeds owned in the past:    rottweilers 
Membership in Clubs:    Briard Club  of America, North Central Briarders   
Ever had a litter?  Yes 
Professionally connected to Dogs?    No 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?    Yes   
Companion/Performance titles:   Training only, breed championship  
Interests in dog fancy:    showing and breeding 
Areas of interest to work within th LCA:  I would be interested in helping with a National if in my area 
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?     Wade Koistinen and Donna Jones   
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3) For Foreign  Membership 
  
Krista J. Nicolson   
Address:    7085 Clayton Walk, London, Ontario Canada    
Phone:   519-203-0412    
Email:    knicolson@hotmail.ca 
Current breeds: Lowchen and bichon 
Breeds owned in the past:     
Membership in Clubs:     
Ever had a litter?    No   
Professionally connected to Dogs?  No 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?   Yes, weekly   
Companion/Performance titles:  Yes  
Interests in dog fancy:   Bettering the breed and letting others learn about its history   
 Areas of interest to work within th LCA:     I'm good with reading/writing if needed     
LCA Code of Ethics signed?    Yes   
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?     Gillian Robertson and Donna Jones    
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TITLES SECTION: 
Submitted by: Gillian Robertson 
 
Per AKC Titles reports: 
 

CONFORMATION TITLES 
 
May 2013 
 
Ch. Bare Tracks-Dususa Heads Will Turn 
 Sire: Ch. Bare Tracks Nothing Like Lion King’s Mighty Quinn 
 Dam: Ch. DeSusa’s Too Hot To Handle 
 Owner: Lynn Pettengill 
 Breeders: Susa Williams & Lynn Pettengill 
 
 Ch. Bihar’s Little Big Man 
  Sire: Ch. Bihar Ivytree’N Marshvu Louie 
  Dam: GCh. Ch. Chic Choix Bihar Cuba 
  Owner: Margaret Cropsey & Greg Strong 
  Breeders: M. Cropsey, C. Strong, D. Tallman & J. Hurty 
 
  Ch. Kiji Reason To Believe 
   Sire:  Ch. Kiji Extreme Justice 
   Dam: Ch. Kiji Just Pretend 
   Owners: Gail Flynn & Sally Waltrip, K. Schmidt & A. Schmidt 
   Breeders: Kim Schmidt & Alicia Schmidt 
 
    Ch. Lamberts Doctor Doolittle 
    Sire: Ch. Maiblume’s Astolat Von Ashford 
    Dam: Bedlam’s Critical Acclaim 
    Owners: Earlemaire Dingle & Mary Murphy 
    Breeders: E. Dingle, M. Murphy, Harriet Perkins 
 
    Ch. Lamberts Double Vision 
     Sire: Ch. Lambert’s Matt Dillon 
     Dam: Ch. Lambert’s Sparkle Of Hope 
     Owners: E. Dingle, M. Murphy,  
     Breeders: E. Dingle & M. Murphy 
 
     Ch. MusicBox Honky Tonk Hero O’Braemara 
      Sire: Ch. MusicBox Brereton Butterscotch Sundae 
      Dam: Ch. Fox Lane Paint It Black MusicBox 
      Owners: Krista Nicolson, G. Robertson, D. Jones 
      Breeders: Donna Jones & Richard Harper 
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Ch. MusicBox One Hot Dish in Windycity 
 Sire:  Ch. MusicBox Katchin’ Some Heat 
 Dam: MusicBox That Girl 
 Owners: Kim Wood & Donna Jones 
 Breeders: Kim Wood & Donna Jones 
 
 Ch MusicBox Shout-Outs to Fox Lane’s Mosaic 
  Sire:  Ch. Fox Lane’s Phoenix Rising 
  Dam: Ch. MusicBox Doublestuffed 
  Owners: Vicki All, Mary Billman 
  Breeders:  Donna Jones, Rick Day 
 
  GCH. Ch. Lamberts Sundance Kid 
   Sire: Ch. Lambert’s Matt Dillon 
   Dam: Ch. Lambert’s Sparkle of Hope 
   Owners: E. Dingel, M. Murphy 
   Breeders:  E. Dingel, Mary Murphy 
 
June Titles: 
 
   Ch. Kazarssable.Com 
    Sire: Madriglace Robin Hood 
    Dam: Ch. Mistico’s Walk Softly Kazar 
    Owners: LauraMaria Morrison 
    Breeders: LauraMaria Morrison 
 
    Ch. Lamberts BooBoo Bear 
     Sire: Ch. Volare Magic Link 
     Dam: Ch. Lambert’s Sparkle Of Hope 
     Owners: E. Dingle & Mary Murphy 
     Breeders: E. Dingle & Mary Murphy 
 
     GCH. Ch. MusicBox Just A Little Sew N’ Sew 
      Sire: Ch. Gwaihir’s Lord Louie 
      Dam: Ch. Lowcommotion’s MusicBox Dancer 
      Owners: Brenda White & Donna Jones 
      Breeders: Donna Jones & Charlotte Hunt 
 
  
 

No titles in July 
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August Titles: 
 
 Ch. Bihar’s The Saint He Ain’t 
  Sire: Ch. Bihar Ivytree ‘N Marshvu Louie 
  Dam: Ch. Bihar ‘N Annex Super Sleuth 
  Owners:  Gillian Robertson 
  Breeders: G. Strong, M. Cropsey, G. Robertson 
 
  Ch. Madriglace Jj 
   Sire: Ch. Madriglace Name Of the Game 
   Dam: Ch. Elguarda Prim Rose 
   Owners: J. Swindler & Jo Beckett 
   Breeders: J. Swindler, J. Beckett & A. Butterklee 
 
   Ch. Marday’s Flash & Sass Of Senecan 
    Sire: GCh. Ch. Marday’s Ollie Ollie Home Free 
    Dam: Marday’s Aerjabet 
    Owners: Edwin & Karen Giles 
    Breeders: Dayle & Mark Lewis 
 
    Ch. MusicBox Double Dare Dickens 
     Sire: Ch. Boondock’s Bailey’s N Cream MusicBox 
     Dam: Ch. MusicBox Brereton Hide N’ Seek 
     Owners: J. Shepherd & Donna Jones 
     Breeders: Mary Spruiell & Donna Jones 
 
     Ch. Suite Honeymooner Heartthrob 
      Sire:  Ch. Laser’s Very Valentino 
      Dam: Ch. Lordocs Little Tutti Fruitti Pickle 
      Owners: J. Brinton Mourning & Frank Mourning 
      Breeders: Jackie Brinton Mourning & Lorrie Jergenson 
 
  Ch. Suite Sitkom Sykiatrist 
   Sire: GCh. Ch. Laser Kiji No Way No How 
   Dam: Ch. Lordoc’s Little Tutti Fruitti Pickle 
   Owners: Judy Kolesari & Jackie Brinton Mourning 
   Breeders: Jackie Brinton Mourning & Lorrie Jergenson 
 
   Ch. Tapestry’s The Beat Goes On At Potrero 
    Sire: GCH. Ch. Windsor Bihar Chasing Rainbows 
    Dam: GCh. Ch. MusicBox Bottom Of Your Heart 
    Owners: Alexia Fino, Gillian Robertson 
    Breeders: D. Jones, G. Robertson, G. Strong, M. Cropsey 
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Ch. Windsor Bihar Winter Song 
     Sire: GCh. Ch. Windsor Bihar Chasing Rainbows 
     Dam: Ch. Chic Choix Bihar Atlantica 
     Owners: Mary Busch & Margaret Cropsey 
     Breeders: M. Cropsey & Carol A. Strong 
 
     GCh. Ch. Ikon Ropin The Wind of Tumbleweed 
      Sire: Ch. Ikon I’ll Give Ya Goosebumps 
      Dam: CH MACH Desusa’s Tsunami Vd Dandylion RN MXS MJG OF 
      Owners: Lyle Harding 
      Breeders: Joni & Roger Weed 
 
 GCh. Ch. MusicBox Upon A Star 
  Sire: Ch. Gwaihir’s Lord Louie 
  Dam: GCh. Ch. Tapestry Bihar’s When You Wish 
  Owner: Donna Jones, Lexi Neel & Gillian Robertson 
  Breeders: Donna Jones & Gillian Robertson 
 
   

 
 
 

PERFORMANCE TITLES: 
 
MAY PERFORMANCE TITLES: 
 
Utility Dog    Taywil’s Aerien Everlasting UD BN GN RAE NA NAJ NAJP NF 
      Owner: Barbara Cecil 
      Breeders: Herb  Williams & John Taylor 
 
Open Agility    MusicBox Whistlestop’s Bee Charming Idgie OA OAJ NF 
      Owners: Mari & Dennis Hilz 
      Breeders: Donna Jones & Susa Williams 
 
Master Gold Agility   MACH Castlehill’s Born To Run MXG MJG MXF T2B 
      Owners: Christine Bartos & Susan Tapp 
      Breeder:  Susan Tapp 
 
Master Silver Agility 4   Ch. MACH 14 Geolen’s Here Comes Tucker CD RE MXS4 MJC4 XF 
      Owners: Gary & Ruthie Nordahl 
      Breeder: Lenore M. Gish 
 
Master Agility Excellent Preferred Ch. OTCH MACH3 Taywils Wolf Bane UDX OM4 VER MXC MJS2 MXP 
Master Excellent Jumper Preferred 2      MJP XF T2B 

Owner: Don Roback 
      Breeders: Herb Williams & John Taylor 
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Master Agility Champion  Ch. MACH Windsor Bihar Boom Goes The Dynamite CX MXB MJB T2B 
      Owner: Don Roback 
      Breeders: M. Cropsey & C. Strong 
 
Open Agility Jumper   Ruff N Ready Vaquero Of Tumbleweed NA OAJ NF 
      Owner: Joni & Roger Weed 
      Breeder: Joni & Roger Weed 
 
Master Gold Jumper   MACH DeSusa’s Butterfly MXS MJG 
      Owner: Denise Schiele & Susa Williams 
      Breeder: Susa Williams 
 
 

JUNE PERFORMANCE TITLES: 
 
Excellent Agility Jumper  MusicBox Whistlestop’s Bee Charming Idgie OA AXJ NF 
      Owners: Mari & Dennis Hiltz 
      Breeder: Donna Jones & Charlotte Hunt 
 
Master Silver Jumper   MACH Murphy Brown MXB MJS 
      Owners: Heidi Neal 
      Breeders:  Donna Jones & Susa Williams 
 
Master Bronze Jumper 5  Ch. MACH14 Geolen’s Here Comes Tucker CD RE MXS$ MJB5 XF 
      Owners: Gary & Ruthie Nordahl 
      Breeders: Lenore M. Gish 
 
Master Agility Champion 2  MACH2 Castlehill’s Born To Run MXG MJG MXF T2B 
      Owners: Christine Bartos & Susan Tapp 
      Breeders: Susan Tapp 
 
No titles in July 
 

AUGUST PERFORMANCE TITLES: 
 
 

Master Bronze Agility   Ikon Here Comes Alvin!! MX MXB MXJ MJG 
Master Gold Jumper    Owners: Gary & Ruthie Nordahl 
      Breeders: Lyle Harding & B. Iverson & R. Harding & E. Iverson 
 
Open Agility Jumper   Ch. MusicBox Rumble In The Jungle BN OAJ NJP 
      Owner: Bonnie Shelandine 
      Breeders:   Donna Jones & Mary Spruiell 
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Health Section: 
Submitted by: Wendy Russell 
 
 

THE LOWCHEN, CHIC AND OFA 

The Löwchen is a CHIC breed. This means that the club has decided to have certain health criteria registered with OFA to 

help us to breed healthier dogs and follow where our breed's health is heading. I would strongly urge ALL Lowchen 

breeders to submit results even if not a member of Löwchen Club of America. The more information we can gather on 

our breed the better it will be for all. 

The following is taken directly from the CHIC website: www.caninehealthinfo.org 

"The Canine Health Information Center, also known as CHIC, is a centralized canine health database jointly sponsored by 

the AKC/Canine Health Foundation (AKC/CHF) and the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA). The CHIC, working with 

participating parent clubs, provides a resource for breeders and owners of purebred dogs to research and maintain 

information on.  

The CHIC also maintains a DNA Bank, co-sponsored by the OFA and the AKC/CHF, collects and stores canine DNA 

samples along with corresponding genealogic and phenotypic information to facilitate future research and testing aimed 

at reducing the incidence of inherited disease in dogs." 

At this time, the requirements for getting a CHIC number for your Löwchen are: 

 Hip radiographs 
 Patella exam  
 CERF (eye exam) 
 
I would also urge you to contribute your dog's DNA to the OFA DNA bank either by blood draw or cheek swab. Health 

issues that can be found and tracked by DNA would be invaluable to our Löwchen health. It is not required by our club at 

this time. 

Once the tests are completed they are submitted to OFA and once recorded, your dog will be assigned a CHIC number. 

Having a CHIC number does not guarantee that the dog is healthy nor does it mean that it has passed all it's tests. It just 

signifies that your dog was tested in accordance with you parent club's guidelines. 

CHIC operates an informed consent database. All information regarding test results remains confidential unless the 

owner specifically authorizes release of the information into the public domain. If you choose to keep your results 

private, your dog will not be issued a CHIC number.  

For those not quite ready to accept open sharing of information, there is still value in submitting their results. All test 

information entered into the database is available in aggregate for research and statistical reporting purposes, but does 

not disclose identification of individual dogs. This results in improved information on the prevalence of the disease, as 

well as information regarding progress in reducing the incidence of the disease. The health issues prevalent in specific 

breeds. 

 

HEALTH SECTION 
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Health results are submitted when complete to OFA. They and CHIC share information. The fee schedules for submitting 

results are listed of the OFA website: 

www.offa.org 

 

The OFA Mission: To promote the health and welfare of companion animals through a reduction in the incidence of 

genetic disease 

I think between the CHIC and OFA websites all you questions should be answered. 

If you have any further questions feel free to contact me, Wendy Russell at:  

Kharayork@aol.com 
or call 253-223-0295 

 

New Canine Virus 

  

A new canine virus that appears to be "Circovirus" has bee worrying vets in Ohio for the past few weeks. Pathologist 

don't have anything conclusive yet as testing is not yet complete. 

Circovirus is a new virus not know to cause disease in dogs prior to this year (2013). It is so recently discovered that 

there is no clear indication on mode of transmission but can cause death in as little as 48 hours from onset of signs 

Clinical signs include bloody diarrhea and vomiting, extreme lethargy, neurological problems, Lack of appetite and some 

other symptoms. 

What makes this virus different is the "acute necrotizing vasculitis" that accompanies it. This is when the blood vessels 

become damaged and fluid leaks out of the vessels causing fluid to accumulate in the lungs and abdomen. As damage to 

vessels continues, it can progress to hemorrhage, physiological shock and blood clots being thrown into tissues. 

Information derived from: 

 

http://www.ohio.com/news/still-no-definitive-answers-for-dog-killing-illness-theory-points-to-new-virus-1.426574> 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.offa.org/
mailto:Kharayork@aol.com
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held at the 

Kentucky Fair and Exposition Center 
937 Phillips Ln 
Louisville, KY 

 

NATIONAL  2014 NEWS 

TROPHIES 

We still have lots of room for trophy 

contributions!  If you want to help out, 

contact Alexia Fino at 

alexiafino1@yahoo.com or Don Roback 

at droback@yahoo.com  (but I’ll just 

refer you to Alexia) 

 

HOTEL 

The Host Hotel will be the Best Western 

Plus Airport/Expo Center down the road 

from the show site.  

 

1921 Bishop Lane 

Louisville, KY 40218 

(502) 456-4411 

Fax: (502) 485-1679 

Rooms at $79/night with a ONE TIME 

$25 dog fee 

Banquet and Hospitality will be held at 

the Best Western too! 

The show and meeting schedules are 

coming soon, but there are four days 

of obedience, rally and agility on site!   

Get your Löwchen ready to run for the 

roses! 

 

Kentuckiana Cluster of Dog Shows 

Louisville, KY 

March 13 – 16, 2014 

mailto:alexiafino1@yahoo.com
mailto:droback@yahoo.com
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Planning for the Unexpected 

 

Marsha Moore died in January 2013.   Very unexpected she left behind, not only her three Löwchen, Trevor, 

Perry and Waylon, but a collection of other pets.  Family and friends fortunately came to the rescue.  

Thankfully all three dogs found wonderful second homes.  Here are their stories: 

Trevor and Perry’s Story  
By:  Suzanne Johnson-Solin – FB page post  July 15, 2013. 
 
 REACH Rescue (www.reachrescue.org) is happy to let everyone know that on July 20th Trevor and Perry, our senior (10+ 

years) Lowchen, went to their new home in Texas.  These boys originally belonged to a Lowchen breeder in N.C., Marsha 

Moore, who died suddenly in January of this year.  She had no family to take her animals but was fortunate enough to 

have one of her friends graciously step in to help find homes for as many animals (horses, pigs, dogs, and cats) as she 

could.  After much work she was able to place most but still had these two older boys.  Donna Jones, another Lowchen 

breeder in Atlanta, kindly took them in, had them vetted, and also searched for homes for them in the Atlanta area, but 

to no avail.  Since I had been the Lowchen rescue chair I was contacted to see if I might be able to assist.   Donna and I 

decided it might be in the best interests of the boys to ship them up to Illinois and place them in our rescue group--

REACH Rescue, Inc.--in order to try and find homes for them here.  Donna had them flown up to us on Easter Sunday.  

John and I had them for a few days before they were then placed in a great foster home where they were well cared for 

and had a huge yard to run and play in.  They were with our organization for several months, coming to our adoption 

events where everyone was curious about what type of dogs they were, there are few people willing to take in older 

animals.  One day in July a couple who live in Mountain Home, Texas, contacted me about the boys.  One of the 

questions that came up during our conversations related to the fact that they kept chickens on their property in Texas 

and needed to know that the dogs wouldn't go after the chickens.  In the greater Chicagoland area it is not 

commonplace for people to have chickens.  And a foster family living in Highland Park, made it an even more remote 

FEATURE ARTICLE 
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possibility.  I laughed because surprisingly Anita and her daughter did indeed keep chickens on their property and the 

boys had already been "chicken tested"!  I figured it must be fate that brought this family to us. 

Now normally our rescue group does not adopt our dogs out of state, but this was a unique situation.  This couple, 

Elaine and Tom Spray, already have two older Lowchen, they had been involved in animal and wildlife rescue, for years.  

We always check references before we adopt out our dogs, particularly their vet references, and their vet absolutely 

raved about them.  The REACH board then approved their adoption application.  But now we had to figure out how to 

get Trevor and Perry to them.  That's when Elaine said she and her husband were willing to take a road trip up to Illinois 

to pick up the dogs.  How amazing is that!  The goodness of people who go beyond what you expect is always such a 

heartwarming sensation.  We met Elaine and Tom at our adoption center on a Saturday morning where they met the 

boys and their foster mom.  We spent a long time talking about Perry and Trevor, watching them play discussing the 

Lowchen breed, and rescue in general.  It was obvious how Elaine and Tom loved being involved in rescuing animals.  A 

couple of hours later they were on their way back to Texas with their new family.  Here are a couple of photos we took 

of Elaine and Tom, and Anita, their foster mom.  We are absolutely thrilled to have found such a wonderful home for 

Trevor and Perry.  This is what rescue is all about and what makes it all worth it. 

Suzanne received this update just last week.  Not the happiest news but shows just how caring Elaine and Tom are….. 

Oct. 16, 2013 

Hello Suzanne, 

I need to let you know how wonderful these dogs are and how quickly they have acclimated into our family.  We love 
them dearly and regret the reason I am writing to you now. 
 
Perry was diagnosed Monday with a hernia in his bowel/anal glands area.  I was told the surgery required has only a 20% 
chance of staying. We sought a second opinion that very day...and the doctor concurred with the hernia information.  
Upon my mentioning that both sides of his anus was puffy - the doctor found a large mass on the other side.  He did a 
biopsy and diagnosed Perry with adenocarcinoma.    This is a very aggressive cancer.  The vet did additional blood work, 
and took a number of x-rays ($600.00 worth) to see if the cancer had spread. He only found one other suspicious spot on 
the lungs, and also said that Perry is anemic. 
 
Tom and I have done our research on this cancer and after talking with our own vet have made the decision to NOT do 
any intervention.   The latest research looked at life expectancy - with surgery and a combo of chemo and radiation the 
average length of  times was 544 days.    Without surgery - 402 days was the average number of days.  THREE MONTHS 
more on average and at what cost to their physical comfort?    
 
Perry does not appear to be sick or in pain.  He has no trouble defecting or urinating.  His appetite appears normal.  He is 
asking for and receiving lots of lap time with mom and dad.   We are going to love and spoil him to the end or until there 
is NO good quality of life.   That will be another decision we will have to make when the time comes. 
 
I understood when we adopted these guys, (Trevor is doing fine, btw), that there would come a time to deal with harder 
issues - I just didn't know I would love them so much so fast and that I might lose one so soon. 
 
I’ll keep you posted on how he is doing. 
Elaine. 
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                                                                                                                   Elaine, Suzanne and Tom 
                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
Waylon’s Story 
By: Krista Nicolson 
 
When I was looking into getting a dog after I graduated university I had a long list of requirements that I wasn’t entirely 
sure could be met.   I have an old Bichon Frise who has been one of my most steadfast friends throughout my childhood 
and teen years, and I wanted to make sure that if I did get a new dog that it would get along with him first and foremost. 
At twelve I felt that his needs were the first priority.  
 
However, this did not stop my desire for a younger dog that I could get involved in activities with and so came the first 
requirement, a dog energetic enough to possibly do agility, but calm enough not to stress our old boy out. Next came 
the hair issue. As a lifelong sufferer of allergies I needed a dog that didn’t shed continually like most breeds. Size was 
also an issue as at a little over a hundred pounds myself and being well aware of the lifting involved with old dogs I 
wanted something that was small enough I could carry it up the stairs if necessary, but not so small that delicacy 
becomes a major issue. This of course lead to health problems in many breeds and my desire for a healthy dog- as our 
Bichon we were told at four has hip dysplasia and now suffers from diabetes as well. Again this cut down the possible-
contesting breeds considerably. What I wanted was a companion dog, something sweet and spunky and funny. Then 
through internet research I stumbled upon the Löwchen. 
 
Immediately I loved the look of this little breed with their multi-color coats, big eyes and proud bearing. Now that I’ve 
gotten used to it I enjoy the show clip and the way all the Löwchen are a little different. But what I truly adore about this 
breed is their personalities. 
 
Gillian Robertson happened to be one of the breeders I found out about while researching Löwchen and is conveniently 
close-by location-wise. I would not realize exactly how lucky I was at this series of events until months later when I truly 
found out how few Löwchen breeders are here in Canada. Gillian kindly replied to my e-mail and invited me and my 
mother over to meet her Löwchen and her puppies at the time. It didn’t take me very long to fall in love with the breed. 
 
Mischievous, playful and friendly Gillian’s dogs welcomed us as if we were long-time friends. Gillian did much the same 
understanding my dilemma about wanting a dog out of the puppy stage due to housetraining concerns and my old 
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Bichon. She invited me the next night to the confirmation class she teaches at Pets Plus here in London and let me join in 
with her little girl Stella. And that was it, I was hooked. 
 
Stella was a patient teacher, and put up with me not knowing anything about dog showing but was tricky enough she 
made me work for it. Over the next couple months I enjoyed Monday night classes and meeting the other dog show 
breeders and handlers that attended.   Gillian didn’t have an older available boy at the time   However she got in touch 
with other breeders and started looking for us.  It was shortly after my mom and I tag-teamed my dad into agreeing that 
news of Waylon reached me. 
 
Waylon’s owner Marsha had suddenly died, and he along with her other dogs needed good homes. Donna Jones down 
in Georgia a close friend of Gillian’s and Waylon’s breeder had taken Marsha’s dogs in and he was living there 
temporarily. Gillian was convinced that Waylon would be the perfect fit for my family. At five he’s old enough that he 
snoozes during quiet times but young enough he’s still full of energy. Housebroken and already holding some points in 
the AKC he was the perfect starter dog. 
 
A while later my dad and I took a road trip and drove down from Ontario all the way to just outside Atlanta Georgia were 
I got to meet Waylon for the first time.  
  
I couldn’t have asked for a better fit for me. Waylon and I bonded quickly, and though we are still trying to figure out 
everything between us (for example, it took two months before I figured out he knew ‘paw’ and ‘high-five’) he’s 
affectionate and sweet. He adores his squeaky toys and always tries to leave the house first. He gets along well with our 
old dog and knows what he’s doing in the show ring- even when I don’t. There is also never a deficit of conversation 
starters now as everyone always asks about his coat when we’re on walks. He adores going to Gillian’s place with the girl 
dogs running about and has just had his second sired litter of puppies born.  
 
When we went to the nationals back in May, Waylon patiently put up with my worrying and grooming mistakes making 
all of us proud when he received a 5-point major the last day of the national weekend to finish his championship in the 
United States.  
  
All in all I can’t believe how far I’ve come in the last year. I haven’t gained just a dog and a hobby; I’ve gained a mentor, 
new friends, a companion, and a whole lifestyle. I couldn’t be happier. 
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Although we have a happy ending for Waylon, Trevor and Perry, it took time and effort on the part of several dedicated 

people for it to be so.  Marsha’s story is not unusual.  During my years as a Financial Advisor I would discuss and review 

with clients their current situation and assist them to ensure that plans were in place for the future.    But I failed 

miserably when it came to giving any thought to another beloved member of the household; the family pet.   

Only too often we find out after the fact that the family pet was placed in a shelter by family members who couldn’t or 

wouldn’t take them and the shelter was a quick and easy solution to “their” problem.  

Death is a reality of life.  As we get older, unless you are willing to go without a pet, it is very possible that they will 

outlive you. Ignorance simply means that you are leaving your pet’s life in the hands of strangers.   None of us want that.  

So take the time and the steps necessary now to ensure your pet is taken care of and loved whether you are gone or 

permanently incapacitated.   Here are a few tips….. 

1) Write down the Breeders name, address and phone number and put the information with your other important 

documents.   The Breeder will want to know what’s going on and can be a wonderful resource for assistance to 

the family.   

2) Talk to your family and friends about the possibility of taking on your pet should something happen to you.  

Don’t assume someone will take them in.  Talk to the person and ensure they are in agreement to do so. 

3) If no one agrees to take them on.  Find someone you trust to take responsibility for contacting the breeder and 

possibly caring for them until they are re-homed.   

4) Put it in writing and ensure your family and close friends are aware that there is a plan in place.  You don’t want 

someone taking it upon themselves to just “get rid of the dog”. 

5) Ensure your Executor knows.  You may wish to add an addendum to your current Will. 

6) You may wish to commit an amount out of your estate for use in taking care of your pet.  The person that is 

taking them into their home is going to assume all the costs associated with their care.  If the dog or cat is 

elderly this can get expensive.  

7) If you co-own dogs.  Ensure that arrangements are in place – whatever they may be -  so YOUR wishes are 

adhered to.  

Imagine your Löwchen sitting in a shelter or rescue waiting for weeks or months for someone to come along that will 

love them as you did.   Start working on your plan so no matter what happens your four-legged family members will be 

taken care of.    
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Lions on the Hunt 

By Kat Roll 

 
There is a new sport that is catching on across the U.S., it is called Barn Hunt, and of course there is already at 
least one little lion doing quite well in it. 
 
The purpose of Barn Hunt is to demonstrate a dog’s vermin hunting ability in finding and marking rats in a 
“barn-like” setting, using straw/hay bales to introduce climbing and tunneling obstacles in the dog’s path. Barn 
Hunt is based on the skills that would be expected of the terrier types of dogs that were originally bred for the 
purpose of keeping properties rat free. 
 
Barn Hunt does have some similarities to Earth Dog, but Barn Hunt is open for much larger dogs since they do 
not have to go underground.  Barn Hunt is all inclusive and fun for any dog and human who wishes to play the 
game.  There is size limit, but of course the Little Lions do not come anywhere near that.   
 
While Barn Hunt can be used as an instinct test, there is also a handler component in that the handler must 
signal when the dog has reached the desired target PVC rat tube; thus, the handler must know and have a 
partnership with their dog. Teamwork will win the game. 
 
Beth Haberkorn Sternitzky from Wisconsin recently took her Lowchen Alfie to his first Barn Hunt trial.  Beth 
said ” Alfie's debut at Barn Hunting went very well!! Not only did he pass his instinct test, in his first run he 
placed first in the Medium dogs and High in Class for all Novice dogs. HUGE ribbon!! In his second run he 
placed second.”  
 
I have also heard that there is a west coast lion that is trying out this sport along with her Cane Corso family 
members. 
 
I am looking forward to giving my lions a chance to try this, it is always interesting to see them put their 
natural instincts to good use. 
 

 

    SPORTS SECTION 

Alfie, Lordocs Alfonso MN Lucky Duck, 

MX, MXJ  with his earnings from his first 

weekend of participating in this exciting 

new game. 
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NY Update: Support Bill to End Breed Discrimination in Homeowners Insurance!Friday, June 14, 2013Assembly Bill 3952, 

which would prohibit insurance companies from denying, cancelling or raising premium rates for homeowners’ 

insurance based on the breed of dog owned by the policyholder, has passed the New York Assembly and is now pending 

in the Senate Insurance Committee. 

All responsible dog owners and breeders in New York are encouraged to contact the Senate Insurance Committee and 

ask them to support Assembly Bill 3952.   

Read AKC’s full Legislative Alert and get contact information by clicking 

http://www.akc.org/press_center/article.cfm?article_id=5027 or visiting www.akc.org/governmentrelations and clicking 

on the “Legislative Alerts” icon.++ This message is a service of the American Kennel Club's Government Relations 

Department and you are receiving it in response to your request.  This information may be reprinted or forwarded 

appropriately with a citation to AKC. 

Please read AKC's Privacy Statement: http://www.akc.org/about/site/privacystatement.cfm  

**************************** 

UPDATE (October 10):  The new CFIA regulations apply to those that are classified as "commercial 
animals".  The CFIA has specific guidelines for dogs that are being imported into Canada as pets. 

Contact the CFIA directly for further information on Canadian regulations regarding the importation of dogs. 

 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), which oversees animal imports into Canada, has clarified its 
regulations regarding the importation of "commercial" dogs, which includes dogs for shows and exhibitions as 
well as breeding dogs. 

FOR DOGS UNDER EIGHT MONTHS OF AGE ENTERING CANADA FROM THE UNITED STATES–Dog owners and 
exhibitors with dogs under eight months of age are now required to present proof of their entry in a dog 
show, trial, or other competitive event when crossing the American-Canadian border.  This is in addition to the 
already-existing requirements of: 

 A rabies certification (does not apply to animals three months old or younger) 
 a veterinary certificate of health whether or not they are accompanied by their owner 
 a microchip 

AKC LEGISLATION 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/imports/policies/live-animals/pets/dogs/eng/1331876172009/1331876307796
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/offices/eng/1313255382836/1313256130232
http://inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/imports/policies/live-animals/pets/dogs/commercial-dogs/eng/1365487901657/1365488040289
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Individuals without proof of entry in a show, trial, or other event are instead required to contact the CFIA 
Animal Health Area Office for the province they intend to enter at least 30 days before the dog is imported to 
apply for the permit and allow sufficient time for processing prior to entry into Canada. 

FOR DOGS OVER EIGHT MONTHS OF AGE ENTERING CANADA FROM THE UNITED STATES– Dog owners and 
exhibitors with dogs over eight months of age are required to present a valid rabies vaccination certificate 
issued by a licensed veterinarian. (Dogs imported for research purposes must meet more stringent 
requirements.) 

Individuals interested in taking dogs into Canada for show, trial, or other event purposes are encouraged to 
refer to the CFIA's Automated Import Reference System (AIRS) at http://inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-
animals/imports/airs/eng/1300127512994/1326599273148. The system provides detailed requirements 
personalized for each user. 

Editor’s Note – Here is the report issued by CKC on this matter with clarification: 

 

 
Final Update: Revisions to the Regulations Regarding Importing or Travelling With Domestic 
Dogs 

 
This is a final update on yesterday’s posting that offered clarification on the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency’s recent posting of incorrect revisions to the regulations around Importing or Travelling with Domestic 
Dogs for Commercial Purposes.  
 
After investigation and further consultation with specialists at The Canadian Food Inspection Agency, the 
Agency has confirmed they now require that dog owners and exhibitors with dogs under eight months of age 
present proof of their entry in a dog show or event when crossing the American-Canadian border.   As is 
current practice, a valid rabies vaccination certificate issued by a licensed veterinarian must be presented for 
dogs eight months of age and up if they are coming from the U.S.  
 
The CKC would like to thank the Canadian Food Inspection Agency staff for their prompt assistance in 
establishing some clarity around this minor change. The CKC and its clubs continue to welcome entries at dog 
shows and events from across the border in a spirit of healthy competition and friendship.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/offices/eng/1300462382369/1300462438912
http://inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/imports/airs/eng/1300127512994/1326599273148
http://inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/imports/airs/eng/1300127512994/1326599273148
http://inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/imports/policies/live-animals/pets/dogs/commercial-dogs/eng/1365487901657/1365488040289
http://inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/imports/policies/live-animals/pets/dogs/commercial-dogs/eng/1365487901657/1365488040289
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TAILS END……… 
 
 
Seems it doesn’t matter whether it’s man or beast time stops for no one and as we get older we face many changes  and 
challenges.  For many, including myself, that beast called “cancer” decides to make a call.  During the last year and a half 
as I underwent surgery and treatment  I was touched by the kindness shown by so many of you.   The notes of support 
on Facebook, the personal cards, gifts… you made the days brighter and the load lighter.   Thank you so much.     
 
One thing about having cancer is that it makes you acutely aware of your mortality and thus this month’s article about 
planning for your pet’s future without you.  None of us know what the road ahead holds but to pretend it isn’t going to 
happen is like pretending the sun isn’t going to set at the end of the day.   
 
The other thing I learned  this past year and a half?  To slow down,  enjoy my friends and family more, and to enjoy my 
dogs and the beauty of each day.   To be kinder and to accept things graciously that I cannot change.  To laugh instead of 
cry;  and to try and get through each day without giving in.    I don’t think anyone can go through cancer or another life 
threatening illness without it changing their core being.  Which brings me to my next point.   There are others in our 
membership that have their own health battles going on.   Our Past President comes to mind for me.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with you Cheryl Hatchell.  You are missed. 
 
Thanksgiving has come and gone for us here in Canada but those of you in the US have it to look forward to next month.  
Give thanks for your family, your friends and your good health and, let’s not forget, those wonderful little dogs called 
Löwchen that have added so much joy to our lives!  
 
Till next time, 
 
Gillian at Tapestry 

 
 

 
 
 

 


