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Cover Story our National Winner: 
 

MBIS MBISS RBIS BPIG AM CAN BERMUDA GRAND CH. 
DONALEN MAGICAL SPELL CGN 

 
Katie works her ‘magical spell’ on the hearts of everyone she meets, but most of all she has 
been a very special companion, exemplifying the sole purpose of the breed. 
 
Highlights of Katie’s history making show career include: 
 

Best in Show - Canada & Bermuda 
Reserve Best in Show - Canada 
Best in Specialty Show - Canada & U.S.A. 
12 Group 1 - Canada & Bermuda 
17 Group 2 - Canada, U.S.A. & Bermuda 
13 Group 3 and 16 Group 4. 

 
We look forward to the occasional special appearance in the ring as Katie is the ultimate show 
girl and will not be left at home when it’s time to pack up for a show. 
 

Bred, owned and loved by Donna Cullen, Donalen 
Windsor, ON, Canada 
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Editors Note:   
We are pleased to present our first digital issue.  We expect some “glitches” as with any new technology however 
we will sort them out and appreciate your patience while we do so. 

Gillian 
 
Membership Information 
Types of Memberships and Membership Application forms are available on the LCA website 
www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org 
 
Headlions 
 
A subscription to Headlions for a non-club member is $20.00 per year. 
 
Your thoughts and comments are welcome and encouraged as well as articles, photos and ads for the 
newsletter.  Please send your submissions via email to: lcaheadlions@gmail.com 
 
The editor reserves the right to edit or return submissions. 
 

Headlions is published quarterly 
 
Ad Deadline                         Publication Date 
 
February 15, 2010               March 2010 
               Westminster/National Issue* 

 
May 15, 2010                      June 2010 
 
August 15, 2010                 September 2010 
 
November 15, 2010            December 2010 

National Specialty Issue* 
 

Covers for March and December are 
reserved for the Westminster, AKC/Eukanuba 

National and National Specialty winners.   
 

As we are digital we can be more flexible with 
deadlines and will do what we can to 

accommodate your requests. 
 

 
 

Advertising Rates: 
All payments are to be sent to 

Dee Gardiner, Treasurer 
 

Note all pictures are now in color. 
Ads submitted to form part of “Insights” series  

 are discounted 50% 
 
Outside front cover                         $100.00 
Outside back cover                         $75.00 
Inside full page                               $75.00 
Inside half page                              $50.00 
 
Above based rates based on submission of  
1 photo 
Each additional photo  
 
Business Cards – 4 Issue               $30.00 
 
Brags, Rainbow Bridge and Litter 
Announcements free to members - $25.00 
 to non-members 
 
Assistance is available for developing your 
ad thanks to the talent of Donna Jones.   

bichons@southbell.net 
 
Note all pictures must be submitted as jpg’s 
and not embedded in your message. 
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2009 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 
President 
Cheryl Hatchel 
1053 Rifle Range Rd., 9-A 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 
(843) 814-0726 (Home) 
(843) 720-5402 (Office) 
chatchell@comcast.net 
 
Vice President 
Glenda Martin 
28 Duncaster Road 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 
(860) 930-6711 (Home) 
After 6 pm & weekends 
happy-little-lions@yahoo.com 
 
Recording Secretary 
Debbie King 
14801 SW 65th Street 
Mustang, OK 73064 
(405) 376-5055 (Home) 
(800) 688-1832 (Office) 
debbieking123@aol.com 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
Don Roback 
4101 Macon Pond Road 
Raleigh, NC 27607 
(919) 610-5044 (Home) 
droback@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer 
P. D. (Dee) Gardinier 
7663 Roberts St., 
Canastota, NY 13032 
(315) 697-3124 (Home) 
phipps@vplp.net 
 
Eastern Director 
Herb Williams 
4775 Lee Jackson Hwy 
Greenville, VA 24440 
(540) 377-2750 
taywil.lowchen@comcast.net 
 

Central Director 
Denise Schiele 
1259 Grace Ct 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 
(630) 915-4049  
lowchen1259@yahoo.com 
 
 
Mountain Director 
Joni Weed 
19775 Book Drive 
Colorodo Springs, CO 80930 
(719) 683-8358 (Home) 
(719) 684-5700 (Office) 
Paws4agility@yahoo.com 
 
Pacific Director 
Earlemarie Dingel 
P.O. Box 85 
Escalon, CA 95320 
(209) 847-6616 
lambertsallcreatures@hotmail.com 
 
Director-at-Large 
Carol A. Strong 
4634 Lincklaen Road 
Cazenovia, NY 13035 
(315) 655-8037 (Home) 
(315) 415-2983 (Mobile) 
biharlions@windstream.net 
 
Director-at-Large 
Donna Jones 
1219 W. Macedonia Ch. Rd. 
Oxford, GA 30054 
(770) 784-9840 (Home) 
(678) 231-7015 (Mobile) 
bichons@bellsouth.net 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Submitted by Debbie King 
 
 
Committee   Chair   Phone                     

          
Email address 
 

Awards Herb Williams 540-377-2750      taywil.lowchen@comcast.net 
Breeder Referral Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com 
Breed Standard Jon Kimes 816-289-8778 jonkimes@gmail.com 
Calendar Joni Weed 719-683-8358 paws4agility@yahoo.com 
Headlions  Gillian Robertson         591-461-9212 

Canada   
lcaheadlions@gmail.com 

Health Wendy Russell 253-904-8422 kharayork@aol.com 
Judges Education Carol Strong 315-655-8037 biharlions@windstream.net 
Judges Selection Kathy  Bumiller 309-968-7719 sweetmeadows@gncs.net 
Membership Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com 
Legislative Cheryl Hatchell 843-814-0726 chatchell@comcast.net 
Life Cycles Bonnie VanOosterhout   941-575-

4515(fall/winter) 
330-670-1270 
(spring/summer) 

pvanoosterhout@swfla.rr.com 

Nat’l Specialty 
 2010    

Lynn Pettengill             712-527-9364 chinesecresteds@bare-
tracks.com 

Performance Barbara Cecil &  
Deb Oliver 

713-464-7369 
281-255-9444 

BBcecil@aol.com 
missdaisys@aol.com 

Policy Committee TBD   
Rescue Suzanne Solin 847-526-1071  threepupmom@aol.com 
Ways & Mean 
Committee    

Mary Billman      248-627-3890             mcbillman@charter.net 

Website Don Roback 919-610-5044 droback@yahoo.com 
              
For questions, or concerns, please contact the chairperson to the committee, or contact the Director in 
your area. 
 

Note – there are no Area Director Reports this issue. 
 
 

CODE OF ETHICS 
 

Revised Code of Ethics was recently sent to the membership for vote. 
 

Results: Yes:  42 votes               No: 8 
 

The revised Code of Ethics has passed by majority vote of the membership.  Revised Code of Ethics to 
be effective January 1st, 2010. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
 
Dear Löwchen Lovers! 
 
Congratulations to all of our winners and to all the 
entrants.  The competition was extraordinary and 
everyone seemed to genuinely enjoy themselves.  If 
you were not at the Nationals you missed the most 
amazing sight EVER!  I have never seen that many 
Löwchen in one place at one time.  Actually, come to 
think of it, the most I’ve ever seen at a show was five.  
Isn’t that about right Herb?   
 
We began the event with a gathering at Charlie’s Crab 
for a group dinner on Wednesday evening.  That was 
so much fun, we’ll have to do it again in 2010.  Who 
wants to be in charge of finding the restaurant that can 
handle 25 guests at one LONG table? 
 
The closing banquet was amazing with good food and 
great company.  There are pictures posted by Mary on 

the members list.  Herb did a wonderful job on the certificates that were awarded to our members and 
their deserving Löwchen.  I think Carol Strong and Susa Williams cornered the market on those.   
 
Our auction was a raging success and Debbie King managed to go home with the prize, a beautiful 
painting of two Löwchen at a window.  How did you get that home? 
 
Mary Billman did the club proud.  All of her tireless work brought us a very successful event.  Mary’s word 
of the day was “Smile”.  We all smiled and we all had a wonderful time.  Thank you, Mary, for a job well 
done!  
 
It will be tough to match the 2009 Nationals, but Lynn Pettengill has already started and you won’t believe 
what she has planned!  Start saving now…put in for leave from work…get your dogs ready… this is going 
to be fun…all over again!  If you are interested in helping Lynn out, I suggest you contact her right away.  
 
Oh, and Mary Billman has now become our new Ways and Means Chairman and will be contacting the 
membership regarding upcoming fundraisers for the Club.  If you have any ideas for ways and means, 
please contact Mary. 
 
Congratulations to our new Editor of the Headlions, Gillian Robertson!  Please contact her with your 
ads…for that new puppy, title, litter…grooming shop.   
 
I’ll close this by saying thank you to all who helped with the Nationals and the wonderful new friends I 
have made.  It was delightful to finally put faces to so many names and to meet the other members of our 
board of directors.  Thank you all for your dedication and hard work. 
 
And, now Pilot says its time for walkies…. 
Best wishes to all of you and safe travels to shows…and remember to SMILE! 
 
Cheryl Hatchell 
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Special thanks from the LCA to: 
 

Morton Yuter  for his kind donation of $100.00  
to the Carole Kramer Health Fund. 

 
 Thank You Morton! 

�
 
ON LINE BOARD MEETING JULY - AUGUST 2009 
 
July 18, 2009, Meeting called to order by Vice President, Cheryl Hatchell.  All Board Members were 
present. 
 
Motion made by Herb Williams to accept March Minutes.  Seconded by Cheryl Hatchell. 
Yes votes:  Don Roback, Donna Jones, Herb Williams, Denise Schiele, Earlemarie Dingle, Cheryl 
Hatchell, Debbie King and Carol Strong 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Martha Stern, President passed away on July 21st, 2009.  Cheryl Hatchell, Vice President  
moved to position of President. 
 
Nomination made by Debbie King for Glenda Martin to fill the vacant position of Vice President.  
Seconded by Don Roback. 
Yes Votes:  Don Roback, Donna Jones, Herb Williams, Denise Schiele, Earlemarie Dingle, Cheryl 
Hatchell, Debbie King and Carol Strong 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Earlemarie Dingle to accept Lynn Pettengill’s proposal to host the 2010 
National/Regional in Omaha, NE July 15 – 16 with a supported entry on July 17th, 2009. 
Seconded by Debbie 
Yes Votes: Donna Jones, Dee Gardinier, Don Roback, Herb Williams, Debbie King, Glenda Martin and 
Cheryl Hatchell 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Donna Jones that the proposed Code of Ethics go the general membership for a vote.  
Seconded by Joni Weed. 
Yes Votes:  Joni Weed, Cheryl Hatchell, Glenda Martin, Donna Jones, Debbie King, Don Roback, Denise 
Schiele and Earlemarie Dingle. 
MOTION PASSED 
MEETING ADJOURNED 8-26-09. 
 
Debbie King  
Recording Secretary 
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ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 24TH, 2009 
TROY, MICHIGAN 

 
Meeting called to order by President, Cheryl Hatchell.  Present were Cheryl Hatchell, Debbie King, Dee 
Gardinier, Donna Jones, Herb Williams and Carol Strong. 
 
Motion made by Herb Williams to accept August 2009 Minutes.   
Seconded by Donna Jones. 
All present in favor. 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Herb Williams to appoint Gillian Robertson as Headlions Editor. 
Seconded by Dee Gardinier. 
All present in favor. 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion by Herb Williams that Treasurer’s books to be audited by John Taylor and Debbie King. 
Seconded by Dee Gardinier 
All present in favor. 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Herb to accept Treasurer’s Report for August 2009. 
Seconded by Carol Strong 
All present in favor. 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Carol Strong to raise Breeder’s Referral to $25.00 for website, effective January 1st, 
2010. 
Seconded by Herb. 
All present in favor. 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Donna Jones to raise Membership Fees to: Full Membership $35.00, 
Family Membership $50.00, Foreign Membership $50.00, Associate Membership $25.00, 
and, Junior Membership, remaining the same $20.00, effective January 1st, 2010. 
Seconded by Dee Gardinier 
All present in favor. 
MOTION PASSED – TO BE SENT TO MEMBERSHIP FOR VOTE 
 
Motion made by Herb Williams that all minutes to be published in Headlions only. 
Seconded by Dee Gardinier. 
All present in favor. 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Debbie King to put all LCA files on Yahoo Board list. 
Seconded by Donna Jones 
All present in favor. 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Motion made by Herb Williams to adjourn meeting. 
Seconded by Carol Strong 
All present in favor. 
MOTION PASSED/MEETING ADJOURNED 
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TREASURY AUDIT 2009 
 
Debbie King and John Williams performed an audit of the Treasurer’s records on September 25th, 2009 in 
Troy, MI.  All bank records and receipts for the Treasurer’s current term were found to be accurate and in 
order.   
 
Our Treasurer is doing a FANTASIC JOB! 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by: Dee Gardinier 
 
September 2008 – August 2009 
Deposits  Expenses  
    
Memberships $2,945.00 2008 National $7,393.36 
Headlions $1,291.81 2009 National $2,000.00 
Donations $     25.00 Headlions $5,125.58 
Breeders Referral $   300.00 Postage etc. $   458.26 
2008 National $1,913.33 Awards $   496.30 
Health & Research $     15.50 Health & Research $   192.61 
Trophy $   100.00 Insurance $1,596.00 
  Seminars $     81.15 
  Trophy  
    
Total $6,591.64 Total $17,422.85 
    
 
Balance: Health & Research  $9,501.69 
 Trophy  $1,491.21 
 Rescue  $1,491.21 
 LCA ($661.47) 
   
 Total $10,351.84 
 
October 31, 2009 
Deposits  Expenses  
    
Purina Parent Club $     59.84 P.D. Gardinier (Ramada) $1,976.49 
New Membership:  Equisure Insurance $   776.00 
Lizabeth Berparto $     10.00 Travelers Ins. (Fraud) $   210.00 
Catherine Boattcher $     25.00  $   458.26 
Jean Shepherd $     25.00 Gillian Robertson $   300.00 
Donation (C.Kraemer)    $   100.00 Headlions Advance  
Membership renewal:    
Robt. Tinsley $     40.00   
    
Total $   259.84 Total $3,262.49 
    
 
Balance:   $13,680.54 
 Loss: -$  3,002.65 
   
 Total: $10,677.89 
   
Health & Research  $  9,601.69 
Trophy  $      20.41 
Rescue  $  1,628.21 
LCA  -$   572.42 
   
 Total: $10,677.89 
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2009 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 24TH, 2009 
TROY, MICHIGAN 

 
Meeting called to order by President, Cheryl Hatchell.   
 
Cheryl Hatchell introduced herself as President in Succession. 
 
Debbie King took attendance.  Attendance was not sufficient for a quorum. 
Meeting was discussion only. 
 
July-August 2009 Minutes read. 
 
Cheryl Hatchell discussed the locations of the future National. 
2010 – Omaha, NE 
2011 – Syracuse, NY Carol Strong to put in bid – TBD 
2012 – TBD (Southeast Region, Kansas City or Oklahoma as possibilities)   
 
Lynn Pettengill reported that Sweeps Judges are needed for Omaha, NE.  
 
Additional Mentors were needed for this Regional and National and Jean Richland, Susa Williams and 
Donna Jones graciously volunteered. 
 
Discussion was made regarding the LCA website Breeder Referral List.  The Board had just passed a 
motion to increase Breeder’s Referral to $25.00 beginning January 1st, 2010.  Cheryl Hatchell stated that 
a questionnaire (the one that AKC uses) should be added to the website for potential buyers to ask 
breeders certain questions regarding health testing, etc., and that a Disclaimer be added on the Breeder’s 
Referral page.  
 
Volunteers were requested to chair and update the Policy & Procedures Committee.  No volunteers were 
present. 
 
Volunteers were requested to chair the Ways & Means Committee, which is formed to create fund raising 
for the club.  Mary Billman graciously volunteered. 
 
Discussion was made for person to volunteer for future Meet the Breeds in Florida during the Eukanuba 
show.   Dana Read to be contacted to see if she has any breed booth items.   Volunteers needed. 
Cheryl Hatchell solicited members that are willing to be foster homes, and the importance of having foster 
homes in all areas of the country. 
 
The revised Code of Ethics was discussed by Jean Richland, stating that she deemed it to be 
unenforceable and was not in favor of the revision as written.  Susa Williams made comments that she 
was not in favor as written, and if an issue arose toward a breeder and was not handled properly it could 
create a liability to the club.   
 
Discussion was made by several members to amend the Constitution so that the members can vote at 
the Annual Membership Meeting without a quorum.  Additional discussion took place to find ways to 
encourage more members to attend. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
Debbie King 
Recording Secretary 
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NATIONAL SPECIALTY REPORT: 
Submitted by: Mary Billman 
 

 
It’s done       It’s done       It’s done      It’s done    It’s done 

 
Yup folks, it’s done……the 2009 Lowchen Club of America is now history……history with a happy ending!   
As people checked in at the hotel desk, they were given a welcome letter and in that letter, was a 
message from me that I wanted to see everyone smiling and enjoying themselves and that they did,   Got 
to be a joke but a fun one.  People began arriving on Wed. as well as myself.  We couldn’t do too much 
as we had to wait till the matting was delivered and put down on Thursday morning.   
 
Thursday morning arrived and the mat people were supposed to arrive at 8:00 am got mixed up and 
didn’t arrive till after a frantic call from yours truly.  They finally made it at 9:30,  Oh no, thought I …is this 
the way the next 2 days are going to go?  Well fortunately, it wasn’t.  People pitched in and got things 
organized.  Barb Fogl arrived with all the neat trophies she had made for the Regional Show that evening.  
She also had lots of donations of food for the “Pop and Popcorn Party”.  Thanks so much Barb.  Vicki All, 
in spite of her being on a walker due to knee injury, pitched in and organized the club sales table, the 
rummage table and the silent auction.  Good job Vicki.  Then behind the scene in a room down the hall 
was Jennifer Lawless and her friend Marcy Skirvin who were busily filling the gift bags with some stuff I 
brought and a lot of stuff the Lawless’ and Marcy donated.  Don’t know what I would have done without 
Jennifer and Marcy.  
 
By 5:00 all was ready and the show started.  It was supposed to have started at 6:00 but with the big 
entry we had, we decided to move the starting time up an hour.  What a nice problem it was to have.  To 
the best of our recollection, it was the biggest entry we’ve ever had.  There were 63 dogs with a total of 
just under 100 class entries.  This is the sweeps entries, the regular class entries and breed entries plus 
veteran and stud dog and brood bitch classes.  Hopefully we will break this record next year!   
 
The evening began with the Junior Handling classes.  Though not too many entries, the handling by these 
young folks was super.  The Best Jr. Handler was Alexandria Schlaud who co-owns Ch. Touche Decoy At 
Ashford with Richard & Jennifer Lawless and Gini Denninger.  
 
The Best in Sweeps was won by Gwair’s Lord Louie owned by Donna Jones & Mary Spruiell under judge 
Marjorie Underwood.  The Reserve Best In Sweeps was awarded to Boetderhaus Dance Ballerina Dance 
owned and bred by Catherine Boettcher and M.J. Papke and R. B. Alexander.  Then the Veterans took 
the stage and Am. Can. Ch. Fox Lane’s My Girl was determined to be Best Veteran …oh yeah ….she is 
owned by me and was shown by my friend Claudia McNulty,  Best of Opposite was  Ch. Volare Jazzy 
Jigsaw owned by Nadine Pelleschi.   
 
A switch of judges from Mrs. Marjorie Underwood to Mr. James Ham and the regular classes of the 
Regional Show got underway.  When all was over, Lordocs What The Dickens Is That emerged as 
Winners Dog.  He was bred by Lorri Jergenson & Susa Williams and owned by Jean Shepherd & Lorri 
Jergenson.    Reserve Dog was Chic Choix Domino Et Chic who was bred by Juha Kares and is owned 
by Tina Narhi.   Winners Bitch was awarded to Seafever Designing Woman bred by Jann Nienhaus and 
Gini Denninger and owned by Jann Nienhaus. This finished her championship.  Way to go! Reserve 
Winners Bitch was given to Touche’s URI So Happy who was bred by Richard and Jennifer Lawless, A. 
Schlaud & Gini Denninger.  She is owned by Jessica Bespalko & Richard & Jennifer Lawless.  Stud Dog 
class was won by   Ch..Volare Jazzy Jigsaw owned and bred by Nadine Pelleschi.  Brood Bitch was won 
by Ch.  Touche Decoy At Ashford bred by J. Lawless and V. Denninger and is owned by R & J. Lawless, 
V. Denninger and A. Schlaud. 
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Next were the Stud Dog and Brood bitch classes.  The stud dog award went to Ch. Volare Jazzy Jigsaw 
and the Brood Bitch winner was Ch. Touche Decoy at Ashford. 
 
Then in marched 12 Champions, Winners Dog, Winners Bitch, Best Veteran Dog and Best Veteran 
Bitch… all wanting that coveted title of Best Of Breed and the nice trophy that went with the win.  This 
was awarded to Ch. Touche’s Undercover Agent Rainbow who was bred by Richard & Jennifer Lawless 
& A. Schlaud, He is owned by Carol Laskey & R. & J. Lawless.  The Best of Opposite trophy went to Am. 
Can. Ch. Donalen Magical Spell who was bred and owned by Donna Cullen.    Best of Winners went to 
Seafever Designing Woman bred by Jann Nienhaus & Gini Denninger and owned by Jann Nienhaus The 
evening finished off with Ch. Volare Jazzy Jigsaw being awarded Best Veteran Dog Bred by Nancy Inlow 
and owned by Nadine Pelleschi.  Veteran bitch was Ch. Touche Decoy at Ashford.    
 
The judge awarded 2 dogs an Award of Merit.   
They were Ch. Volare Jazzy Jigsaw and Ch. Natchez Starbucks At Laser bred by Sally Waltrip and 
Morgin Powell and owned by Wade Koistinen & Ronnie Crowder.  Best Puppy in show was awarded to 
Gwaihir’s Lord Louie bred by Lena & Joanna Lemberg and owned by Donna Jones & Mary Spruiell.  Best 
Bred-By-Exhibitor was Marday’s Ollie Ollie Home Free bred by Dayle & Mark Lewis. 
 
The evening ended with a fun Pop & Popcorn party which had lots of goodies beside Pop & Popcorn like 
meat balls, chips, dips, vegetables etc.   A good time was had by all. 
 
Friday morning came all too soon and again we started with Jr. Handling classes judged by Mrs. Marjorie 
Underwood.    Today’s best Junior was Jessica Bespalko with her little gal Touche’s URI So Happy. Bred 
by R & J Lawless, Alexandria Schlaud and owned by Jessica and Richard & Jennifer Lawless. 
 
Then the sweeps began with Judge Carol Strong in charge.  She chose Gwaihir’s Lord Louie as her Best 
in Sweeps.  This was the same Best in Sweeps as the day before.   Her Best of Opposite To Best In 
Sweeps was Fox Lane’s Cinn A Buns bred by Mary C. Billman and owned by Barbara Fogl and Mary C. 
Billman. 
 
In the Veteran Sweeps classes, the Best Veteran in Sweeps was Ch. Volare Jazzy Jigsaw owned by 
Nadine Pelleschi.  Best of Opposite Sex In Veteran Sweepstakes was Disneyland’s Venus This is Your 
Day bred by Ursula Geipel and owned by Jean Richland.  
 
Then we had a change of judges to our British Import Judge, Eileen Spavin-Harrison.  Her choice for 
Winners Dog was Kismet’s Armani With Style bred and owned by Nadine Pelleschi.  Reserve Winners 
Dog was Gwaihir’s Lord Louie (Boy did he go home loaded down with trophies).  Winners Bitch was 
Hollinsclose’s Starscream bred by D.A. & Z.A. Richardson and owned by J. Tune & M.C. Onabowale.  
The Reserve Winners Bitch was Lowcommotion Musicbox Dancer bred by owners Donna Jones and 
Mary Spruiell 
 
In the non-regular classes, the Best Veteran Dog was Ch. Elguarda Capt Star Lite and Best Veteran Bitch 
was Ch. Fox Lane’s My Girl owned and bred by Mary Billman.  .  These two are father and daughter.  
Capt. took Best Veteran.  In the Stud Dog class, the winner was Ch. Volare Jazzy Jigsaw and the Brood 
bitch class was won by Laserne Kismet Attitude bred by Thomas Strain and owned by Nadine Pelleschi. 
And then the highlight of the evening…..the presentation of Best of Breed and the lovely slate hand 
painted trophy went to….(Trumpets please)….. Donna Cullen and her lovely bitch Am. Can. Ch. Donalen 
Magical Spell (Katie).  The Best of Opposite award went to the Winners Dog ….Kismet Armani With Style.  
Best of Winners went to Winners Bitch…Hollinsclose’s Starscream.  Best Puppy was a repeat from the 
Regional…Gwaihir’s Lord Louie.   Best Bred By Exhibitor was Dungloe Bihar Talisker On The Rocks bred 
by Danielle Tallman and Carol Strong and owned by Danielle Tallman. The judge then awarded 5 Award 
of Merits to the following dogs: 
Ch. Desusa’s Who’s Your Daddy – Lynn Pettengill, Susa Williams & Sue Heckat 
Ch. Touche’s Undercover Agent Rainbow – Carol Lasky & R. & J. Lawless 
Ch. Marday’s Jeneva Keepin The J Goin – Dayle & Mark Lewis 
Ch. Touche’s Navy Girl – Erin Bowling & R. & J. Lawless, & A. Schiaud 
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Ch. Sweetmeadow JB of Kismet – Nadine Pelleschi 
 
Ending of the judging saw BEST Puppy to be (once again) Gwaihir’s Lord Louie owned by Donna Jones 
and Mary Spruiell. Best Veteran was Ch. Elguarda Captain Starlight and  Best Bred By was Dungloe 
Bihar Talisker On The Rocks Owned by Danielle Tallman 
 
After a couple of hours of picture taking, relaxing and caring for our dogs, we then ended the evening with 
a lovely and tasty banquet, presenting of awards and the always fun auction.  We ended up making just 
under $2900.00 on the auction.  Thanks so much to all of you who purchased things at the Auction, 
“Rummage Sale” (That brought in just under $500.00) Another 500.00 came in from the sales of the 
calendars, sweatshirts, note paper and pads of paper.  The silent auctions brought in just over $500.00.  
Now if we didn’t have any bills to pay, it would have been great but as it is….and I did just finishing paying 
the last of the bills I think and….we did well.  We earned right around $3,000.00,    
 
I had two aims in putting on this specialty.  One was to make at least $1.00 profit (and we did!!!!!!) and the 
other was that everyone have a good time, and I know we did.  It was so nice to see people chatting, 
helping each other and mostly “smiling.  Smiling is one of the healthiest things you can do so keep on 
doing it folks! 

 
 
 

The End          The End        The End         The End        The End 
 

”Keep smiling!” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Editors Note:  All results can be viewed  on the LCA Website at 
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/special.html 
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JUDGES CRITIQUES 

Judge – Eileen Spavin-Harrison                                                      
 
I would just like to say how much I enjoyed my judging appointment in Detroit. It was a great show.  Mary 
Billman and her merry band of helpers certainly made it a weekend to remember.  The atmosphere was 
convivial and everyone seemed in good spirits, enjoying not only the day, but the evening banquet and 
other events taking place. The auction was tremendous, with some fantastic items up for grabs. It was 
lovely to meet people who had previously been just names on the list, and of course to catch up with old 
acquaintances. 
 
I thank you for my splendid entry of top quality dogs.  It was most rewarding and a great privilege. I think 
most of you realised how amazed and awestruck I was when the challenge for BOB was called.  ALL 
those Champions in the ring together, an astounding experience. Thank you for making me feel so 
welcome and for accepting my placings in the most gracious and sporting manner. Thank you to my two 
hosts who, after the show was finished, extended such warm and generous hospitality and helped to 
make my stay in America a most memorable occasion. Thank you all for your kindness and lovely gifts. I 
would dearly love to meet you all again, someday, some place. 
 
I  have  been asked to give a brief summary of my overall  impressions of  the dogs which were present. I 
must admit I WAS impressed.   However there are a few salient points I feel breeders need to address to 
retain Breed Type.  There is a tendency toward a longer foreface, usually accompanied by an inadequate 
stop and a narrow skull.  Add a small eye and the typical Löwchen head type and expression are lost. 
Having said that, I found many dogs with lovely dark round eyes, good width across the skull and muzzle, 
and with excellent pigment. On the whole, dentition was decent, a few misplaced teeth here and there 
and a couple missing them. Ear placement was mainly correct and I found very few lacking adequate 
neck. Shoulders were as good and bad as we find in the UK.  I was surprised by the number of dogs who 
were loose at the elbow.  I would put much of that down to lack of muscle tone and poor spring of rib.  
Topline lines were spot on, as I found only one roach back. I loved all those gorgeous tails,  such a 
pleasure to see so many with a good set on and super carriage. Ok there were a couple of flags in there 
but of more importance, I didn’t find any tight piggy tails.  The USA certainly has better tails than the UK. I 
wish I could say the same about back ends, so many lacking muscle tone.  Soft is the only word I can 
think off. I found this hard to comprehend as most Löwchen spend so much time prancing around on their 
hind legs and tearing around.  Good hard muscle is usually the norm.   Lack of muscle also affects that 
chubby firm bottom so characteristic of the Lowchen. I thought angulation was generally very good and 
most had a decent turn of stifle, which brings me to movement. Front movement has never been a strong 
Löwchen point but I am pleased to say I saw some really true movement coming toward.   Yes there was 
some weaving, but no dogs were flailing their front legs around as though they didn’t belong to them. On 
average I think you score higher than the UK on that one.  As for rear movement, I found several moving 
close behind and quite a few moving double time, in other words taking two steps where one would 
suffice. Now, is that due to lack of  reach at the front and not enough drive from the rear, (this is where all 
those muscles come in), or simply the speed at which the dogs are moved? Ask yourselves the question. 
 
In everyone’s favour I have to say I have never seen such good feet on so many dogs and nail care is 
impeccable no long curved toenails in sight. I was delighted that size seems well under control and 
looking quite uniform.  With the US height Standard giving more leeway than ours, I did expect to see 
much bigger dogs than were present. 
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Now to the icing on the cake.  The coat, almost without question, was clean, in gleaming condition, plenty 
of correct texture, no tu-tu’s or big woolly jackets, and turned out to the minute. If I have a criticism it 
would be some dogs appeared to have no natural wastage to the length of coat and the front legs were 
completely hidden. This rather changes the outline of the dog and can prove a distraction when viewing 
front and side movement.  Summing up, I found your dogs to be of good quality.  There were many 
excellent exhibits that teemed with breed type and it was a pleasure to be able to handle so many good 
examples of the breed.  
 
I hope you will accept this article in the spirit it was written. I point no finger nor intend any criticism to be 
destructive, and I hope it can someway serve in a constructive manner for the future. 
 
Eileen Spavin Harrison 
   
 

 

Sweeps Judge Carol A. Strong                                                            
 
Judging the Sweeps for the 2009 LCA National was both an honor and a privilege. 
 
It was so rewarding to be able to have my hands on so many Löwchen.  Even though I had many different 
“styles” of dogs, they all looked like Löwchen.   
 
Many years ago an old collie breeder taught me that there was only one “type” but many different “styles” 
among that type.  One dog I particularly liked was a different “style” than the rest in his class …..he had to 
be first or last……in that class I placed him last, but would have taken him home.  He subsequently went 
on to be Winners Dog and BOS over the specials.  The difference in judging didn’t make him wrong in my 
eyes and right in the other judge’s eyes, it simply came down to “style” preference.    
 
My biggest criticism of the dogs I had was the lack of muscle tone.  If you don’t have those rear muscles 
you don’t have that wonderful look to our rears.  I don’t expect baby puppies to be “hard” but I do expect 
there to be some muscling. 
 
The other issue I found was a few bad bites.  Not too many, but a few.  We need to be really careful with 
this as eventually it will change our head shapes and we will end up with that “pouty” look of some of the 
oriental breeds. 
 
As I said at the beginning, it was an honor and a high light for me this year to be able to be there.   
Thank you. 
 
Carol A. Strong 
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HEALTH SECTION 
 
Holiday Safety Tips for Dogs 
Danielle Tallman 
 
The holiday season should be a joyous and happy time for you and your dogs.  Time spent at the Vet for 
an emergency visit can sure put a damper on your holiday spirit!  I hope the following tips help you to 
avoid any dangers to your four legged family members! 
 
General Tips: 
 
1. Stick as closely as you can to your dog’s regular schedule in regards to feeding, playtime, and walks. 
 
2. Make all guests to your home aware to not give any table scraps to your dogs.  Many foods are 
poisonous or could cause  serious health issues. 
 
3. Some guests may not be comfortable around dogs.  Conversely, some dogs are not comfortable 
around strangers.  Consider keeping your dog in a quiet room or crate with plenty of water and a favorite 
toy or two.  Often soothing music will both calm your dog and help hide the noise from the festivities that 
may cause stress.   If you keep your dog out to enjoy the party, consider making yourself or a reliable 
family member responsible for keeping tabs on your dog to avoid your dog getting into any trouble or 
getting underfoot. 
 
Plants: 
 
Holiday plants help make our homes more festive for the holidays.  However, many seasonal plants are a 
danger to your dogs.   
Poinsettias:  The sap on this plant can cause stomach upset and blisters in the mouth. 
Mistletoe:  This can cause stomach upset and can cause heart issues. 
Hibiscus:  This plant can cause diarrhea. 
Holly leaves and berries:  Can cause stomach upset and can potentially be fatal. 
Amaryllis:  The bulbs of this plant are poison to dogs. 
Lilies:  Most varieties of lilies are poisonous to dogs. 
   
Christmas Trees: 
 
What would Christmas be without a beautiful tree to gather around with family and friends?  Here are 
some tips to make this tradition a safe one for you and your dogs. 
1. Avoid using tinsel all together.  It is shiny and very attractive to your pet.  If ingested it can cause 
intestinal blockages that may require surgery. 
 
2. Be sure to place your tree in a stable stand and place the tree somewhere where it can be securely 
attached to a wall or window.  Fishing line is a good option for this as it is strong and blends into décor. 
 
3. Electrical and light cords are a chewing hazard for your dog.  Problems from chewing can range from a 
burned mouth, to electrical shock, to death by electrocution.   Use pet proof extension cords and consider 
spraying all cords with a bitter deterrent. 
 
4. Avoid using tree preservative in your water.  There are many toxic ingredients in these products.  
Consider using a tree skirt to further reduce access to tree water. 
 
5. Decorating your tree with popcorn, gingerbread, candy canes, and other foods may look beautiful but is 
very tempting to your dog.  To avoid ingestion please consider leaving any edible items off your tree 
completely. 
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6. Glass ornaments cause a danger if they fall and break as ingestion can cause oral laceration or worse.  
Place any glass ornaments high enough on tree to avoid your dog reaching them and be sure they are 
securely attached.  Sharp metal ornament hangers are also an issue.  Consider handing ornaments with 
decorative ribbon instead. 
 
7. If your dog is unsupervised around the tree, consider using a barrier, for example an ex-pen, to block 
access to tree from your dog.  In addition to the dangers above tree needles can cause mouth and 
stomach irritation.  Even the wire needles on artificial trees can cause this issue.  
 
Food: 
 
 Holiday food is delicious and we often want to give our dogs a special treat by sharing some with them.  
However, foods that are rich and fatty, like gravy or fried foods, can cause many issues for our dogs 
ranging from stomach upset to pancreatitis.  Pancreatitis is an inflammation of the pancreas causing 
dehydration, pain and vomiting.  This is a serious condition that often leads to hospitalization.   
 
Chocolate, coffee, coffee grounds, tea, and tea bags:   These all contain components called xanthenes.   
In addition, chocolate contains theobromine which is especially problematic as dogs love the taste of this.  
Ingestion of any of these food items can cause seizures, coma, and even death.  Unsweetened baking 
chocolate and dark chocolate are the most dangerous as they contain the highest concentration of 
theobromine but no form of any of these foods is safe. 
 
 Alcohol:   Just as in humans, alcohol can cause intoxication in dogs.   They are especially attracted to 
anything sweet.  Eggnog is a great example of this.   
 
 Bones:  Bones from meat, poultry, and fish are also a potential danger.  They can splinter and cause 
lacerations in the intestinal tract and internal organs. 
 
 Grapes and Raisins:  These can cause kidney failure. 
 
 Onions and Garlic:  Although these ingredients are often used in small doses in treats and food as  
flavoring, large quantities of either can cause severe red blood cell damage and anemia. 
 
 Nutmeg:  This can lead to tremors, seizures, and death. 
 
 Macadamia Nuts and Walnuts:  These nuts can cause muscle tremors and weakness and even paralysis 
as they affect both the digestive and nervous system muscle.   
 
 Xylitol:  This is a low calorie sweetener found commonly in gums, mints, and other candies.  It is even 
found in some toothpaste.  Even small amounts can cause liver failure and death.  
 
 Fruit Pits:  Fruits such as apples, cherries, and peaches are great for your dog.  The pits have cyanide in 
them however, and should never be given as this is a poison.  Drooling, lethargy, and vomiting can be 
signs of this. 
 
 Avocados:   All parts of the avocado are toxic to dogs.  The toxic component is called persin. Ingestion 
can lead to breathing difficulties and to an accumulation of fluids in the chest, abdomen, and heart.  There 
is some contrary evidence that avocado may not be toxic but it would be best to err on the side of safety. 
 
The Heimlich Maneuver for Dogs: 
 
Despite our best efforts and intentions accidents can and do happen.  The best thing to be when one 
does occur is prepared.  The Heimlich Maneuver is just as effective for dogs as it is for humans in case of 
a throat obstruction.  Be sure to bring your dog to the vet even if maneuver is successful to ensure that 
there are no additional issues.   
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On a hard surface, place dog on its side. 
Place both hands behind the last rib.  Press down quickly and firmly, then release immediately.  Repeat 
this rapidly several times. 
Direct the force of your compression slightly forward if possible as this will help make your movements 
more effective. 
 
Open the mouth of your dog wide and try to remove the object causing the blockage.  A second person 
helping with the act is helpful, as compressions can be continued by one person while the second works 
to clear the blockage. Artificial respiration is not needed if clearing the airway is successful. 
 
With a little thought and planning the holidays can be a happy and safe time for you and your dogs.  
Here’s to a joyous and healthy holiday season to all! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Patellar Luxation 
Submitted by:  Heath Chair - Wendy Russell 
 
 
In the health survey done last year, the most reported health issue in the Löwchen was patellar luxation. 
That is why I have decided to address this issue first. 
 
The patella is the knee cap, and its proper position is to ride in a small groove within the stifle. It is held in 
place by tendons that originate at the hip and run down to just below the knee.  Patellar Luxation can be 
classified as medial (towards the midline) or lateral (towards the outside) depending on whether the 
kneecap rides on the inner or outer side of the stifle 
 
PL is one of the most common anomalies in dogs, primarily affecting small dogs. It affects both knees in 
50% of all cases and, depending upon severity, can result in discomfort and loss of function.  
Occasionally caused by traumatic injury, in the majority of dogs, the cause remains unclear.   When there 
is no traumatic injury,  PL is caused by the groove in which the kneecap rides being too shallow or 
absent.   This supports the concept that PL results from a congenital or developmental misalignment of 
the entire extension mechanism of the leg.  Clinical signs can vary with severity ranging from detection by 
your vet during a routine physical exam, to the pet carrying the leg up all the time. The diagnosis is  
based on  palpation of the unstable knee cap. 
 
There are 4 grades of PL 
Grade I - kneecap can be manipulated out of it’s groove, but returns to it’s normal position spontaneously 
 
Grade II - knee cap rides out of it’s groove occasionally and can be replaced in the groove by 
manipulation 
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Grade III - knee cap rides out of it’s groove most of the time but can be replaced in the groove with 
manipulation 
 
Grade IV - knee cap rides out of it’s groove all the time and cannot be replace into the groove. 
 
 PL that does not cause any outward signs should be monitored,  but does not usually require surgical 
intervention. PL left untreated can lead to osteoarthritis and associated pain.  Keeping the dog trim and 
encouraging swimming/walking, rather that jumping/running will help prevent or minimize signs of 
osteoarthritis. Oral supplements may be recommended.  Surgical treatment may be considered for stage 
2 and over because the knee cap riding out of normal position wears down cartilage and bone, 
destabilizing the knee and eventually causing the dog to stop using the leg. 
  
It seems likely that this condition could be passed genetically and therefore dogs diagnosed with patellar 
luxation should not be bred. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
RESCUE 
Submitted by Rescue Chair - Suzanne Solin 
 
Belle, Our Puppy Mill Rescue 
 
 
At the beginning of November we received an e-mail alert from one of our club members, Flynn Gentry-
Taylor, regarding a Löwchen that was in a shelter in Lee County, South Carolina and listed on Petfinders.  
Cheryll Hatchell, who lives in South Carolina, went into action to contact the shelter about this little lion.  
They were lucky enough to reach the shelter owner who let them know this dog was more than likely from 
a puppy mill breeder in North Carolina who has dumped dogs before when she is through using them for 
breeding.  There were some Chinese Cresteds who were also disposed of at the same time. 

 
On November 4th Jean Dixon was able to get Belle out of 
the shelter and offered to foster her.  Belle was 
extremely thin, and tilted her head to one side.  Then a 
couple of days later Sue Ingle, who was watching Belle 
while Jean was at a grooming seminar, noticed swelling 
under her one eye which then began to bleed.  Off to vet 
to find out it was an abscess in one of her teeth that 
pushed the infection forward.  She was treated and 
released with antibiotics but we knew she would 
probably lose a least one tooth since her teeth were not 
in great shape. 

 
 
 
On November 12th she was spayed, had her teeth cleaned, had three teeth removed, and had her 
vaccines.  She also had an ear infection, which might be causing the head tilt.  The expenses totaled 
approximately $387.00, and were paid for by the LCA.   Belle did great and bounced back quickly, like so 
many of our little lions.  According to Jean she didn't miss a beat after surgery, in fact you would never 
know she had it.  She became very lively and is having a ball with Jean’s dogs.  She loves to run and play 
in her yard, which she probably never had a chance to do before.  Slowly but surely she is gaining weight.  
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We look forward to updated photos of Belle to see how she is progressing.  We are now in the process of 
looking for a forever home for her. 
 
Addendum: 
I want to make sure to let everyone know that there is another working with little Belle...the rescue 
lowchen in NC.  Sue Ingle, a friend of mine, fellow Löwchen owner, and friend of Jeans.  Sue took little 
Belle this weekend while Jean was out of town and it is Sue's vet that is giving the great discount.....so 
kudos to both these ladies for stepping in and stepping up for the love of this breed.  I myself think we 
can't go wrong when we have people such as these two ladies in the breed.  Thanks Jean and Sue. 
 
 
“Parker” - Our Rescued Senior 
Submitted by Rescue Chair – Suzanne Solin 

 
In early August I received a phone call from a woman by the name of Diana Heathcote in southern 
California telling me there might be a Löwchen in a local shelter in her area.  This Löwchen, named 
Parker, was a 13 yr old neutered male who was turned over to the Ventura County Shelter by a family 
who brought him in because his owner had died and no one else in the family wanted the dog.  Diana 
offered to go to the shelter, examine him, and take some additional photos so we could be sure he was a 
little lion dog.  She was willing to “adopt” him in order to get him out of the shelter, but she couldn’t keep 
him since she and her husband were going to be moving to Arizona within the following few weeks.  As 
Parker was an owner give-up, as well as an older dog we needed to act quickly so the dog would be not 
be euthanized.  Once we determined he was indeed a pure bred Löwchen I sent an urgent e-mail to the 
club members (past and present) in California asking for their assistance.   
 
Earlemarie Dingel, our Pacific Director, responded immediately 
 to my call for help, stating she would be willing to foster him  
even  though the drive to the shelter would be six hours each 
 way.   Diana was able to pull the dog from the shelter on a  
Thursday and  keep him until Saturday when she and  
Earlemarie were able to  meet up.   Parker was then trans- 
ported to Earlemarie’s home.  When she first got him he looked  
quite overweight (22 lbs.) and she noticed he stood a lot  
and appeared to be having some type of  joint pain.  After 
also observing difficulty breathing when lying down 
 it was off to the vet for a look-see.   
 
Turns out the poor little guy had a large mass in his abdomen, which was 
 impinging on his diaphragm, hence  the difficulty breathing in certain positions.  The shelter had given 
Diana the veterinarian records for Parker, which was very unusual.  His previous owner had taken Parker 
to the vet on a regular basis and the tumor was never discovered.  Even Earlmarie’s vet could not palpate 
the tumor because of its location.  It was only with an X-ray that it was discovered.  He was in pain and 
you  couldn’t pet him other than on his head.  Lab work was done to see if he would be healthy enough to 
undergo surgery, but in the meantime he was put on some pain medication to make him more 
comfortable.  He became a different dog once he was in less pain, attempting to play with her other dogs, 
even though he really didn’t know how.  With the adoption fee, the travel expenses, and the veterinarian’s 
services, Earlmarie’s out of pocket expenses were approximately $600.  This total did not include the cost 
of the needed surgery to remove the tumor.  When the pain pills were no longer working to keep Parker 
comfortable, a decision had to be made regarding what to do next.  When personal finances are limited, 
and LCA rescue monies are not available, this would normally mean euthanasia.   
 
 Fortunately, Earlemarie has a very good friend who offered to pay for the surgery.  The lab work and 
physical exam showed Parker to be an otherwise healthy dog and he was cleared for surgery.  The tumor 
removed from Parker’s abdomen weighed five-pounds!  About one-fourth of his body weight!  The vet 
said the tumor had been caused by a leak in the pancreas and may have been growing for over five 
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years.  Within two days Parker was back on his feet, looking and acting like a new dog.  I would 
personally like to extend my heartfelt thanks to Earlemarie for all of her efforts on behalf of Parker’s 
rescue.  Without her, and her friend, donation of both time and money, this little lion would have died.  
Earlemarie has decided Parker can live out the rest of his years with her pack.  In this current economy I 
imagine many people might have had difficulty extending himself or herself to this “senior” dog.   
 
I would be remiss if I did not also say thank-you to Diana Heathcote for her assistance with this rescue.  
When we first spoke it surprised me to learn she had already had two other Löwchen, Balki and Wyatt, 
who she had adopted from local shelters.  She has been involved in all breed rescue in southern 
California for a number of years and came across her l Löwchen by accident.  Now that she knows the 
breed, she too has fallen in love with them.  She is not a member of the LCA but I am strongly 
encouraging her to join!  Rescue needs people like this.  
 
AKC DOG LEGISLATION NEWS: 
Submitted by Cheryl Hatchell 
 
On October 1, 2009, dog owners around the country could celebrate a victory thanks to Louisville Kennel 
Club, Inc. v. Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government.  District Court Judge Charles R. Simpson, III, 
signed an order wherein §§91.022 and 91.101 of the Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government 
Codes were declared unconstitutional and Motions for Summary Judgment were granted to the Plaintiff, 
Louisville Kennel Club.   
  
Section 91.022 had required owners of unaltered dogs to obtain written approval of their enclosures while 
owners of intact dogs were not required to obtain the same approval.  Judge Simpson agreed with 
Plaintiff’s argument that parts of this ordinance violated the equal protection and due process clauses 
guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment.   Judge Simpson granted Plaintiff’s Motion for Summary 
Judgment as to this claim.   
  
Plaintiffs argued Section 91.101 threatens the right to a fair hearing before the seizure of property.  In 
part, this portion of the Code allows for the seizure of animals to be held until the hearing.  However, this 
ordinance allows for the return of the bond posted if there is a finding of no probable cause or the 
accused is found innocent but does not allow for the return of the animals confiscated.  Judge Simpson 
found this portion of the ordinance to be unconstitutional and granted Motion for Summary Judgment as 
to this portion to the Plaintiffs.   
  
Plaintiffs’ Fourth Amendment claims were dismissed for “lack of subject matter jurisdiction” while all other 
claims were denied and Metro’s motion for summary judgment was granted.   
  
If you wish to read the entire judgment regarding this issue, a link can be found on the AKC’s website 
where the legislative activity is listed.   
  
 
 

http://www.akc.org/canine_legislation/legislation_donations.cfm 
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Dog's Night Before Christmas  
Author Unknown  

 
 

Twas the night before Christmas and all through the house  
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.  

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care  
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.  
My Löwchen were nestled, all snug in "MY" bed,  

While visions of chewie toys danced in their heads.  

I in my sweat pants and Dad in his sweater,  
Had just settled down to read the Great Dog Reporter,  

When up on the roof there arose such a clatter,  
I sprang from my chair to see what was the matter!  

Off to the window I flew in a flash,  
Tore open the shutter and threw up the sash.  
The moon on the crest of the new fallen snow  
Gave a luster of midday to the objects below.  

And what to my wondering eyes did appear  
but a miniature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer.  

With a little old driver so lively and quick  
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.  

With a sputter of ashes -- a flurry of soot,  
He slid down the chimney with all of his loot.  

My Little Lions stood there so regal and proud,  
Guarding their home with barks oh so loud.  

St. Nick showed no fear and called them by name,  
He knew in his heart they were gentle and tame.  

He brought out his list, checking it twice.  
"Well, my beauties, all year you've been very nice.  

I have in my bag toys and much more,  
Just tell me what you pups really long for."  

My dogs talked to each other -- much to my surprise  
and turned to Santa with tears in their eyes,  

"We have chewies and balls and ropes to be tugged,  
We are pampered and cuddled and petted and hugged.  
But for Christmas, dear Santa, we have but one care,  

that all dogs be loved as much as we are.  
We want no dog beaten, whipped or chained,  

No dog abandoned, abused or maimed.  
We want all dogs, no matter what size,  

to see love reflected in their master's eyes."  

St. Nick stopped for a moment to gather his wits,  
"I have nothing to stop humans from being such twits."  

All dogs are so beautiful and are such a treasure,  
Living only to be loved and give humans pleasure.  



 

This lesson I will try to teach  
Then maybe your wish will be within my reach."  

St. Nick leaned over and kissed each beautiful head.  
"Now you sweet Löwchen, go off to bed.  

Think good thoughts and dream good dreams  
Of running and jumping and playing in streams."  

St. Nick turned to me, his face wet with tears.  
"Be proud of your babies, they are such dears."  

In an instant St. Nick disappeared in a poof,  
And I heard him chuckle as he ran on the roof.  

He jumped in his sleigh and to his team gave a whistle,  
and off he flew like the down on a thistle.  

And I heard him exclaim as the drove out of sight,  
"Merry Christmas to All and To All Dogs a Good Life!"  
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INSIGHTS  
 
 

Tribute to Herb Williams & John Taylor 

 
 
I was visiting with Carol Strong shortly after the National.  Part of our conversation revolved 
around me taking on the challenge of publishing Headlions  and what thoughts I had on the 
magazine.  One of the items I have always enjoyed in other dog magazines is the “get to 
know….” series.  Deciding to run a similar one for Headlions, my question was, “who” should 
the first interview be with?  Without any hesitation Carol said, “Herb and John! You HAVE to 
do them! “ And so it is that Tay Wil Löwchen, Herb Williams and John Taylor have the honor of 
being selected, and agreeing, to be our first feature article.  These two gentlemen are loved 
individuals and respected for their contribution to the establishment of the breed in the US.  It is 
my privilege to present their story and preserve an important part of our history.   
Gillian  
 
Note: John sent this to me a day before Herb was coming home to be with him and his beloved 
dogs.  Sadly Herb passed away November 29th, prior to it being published.  Thank you John, for 
taking the time to put this together at a time when every moment was precious. On behalf of all 
members of the LCA our thoughts and prayers are with you. 
 
  

 
Herb Williams and John Taylor 
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When did you first get interested in showing and breeding dogs? 
 
I had a Pekingese when we met, 40 years ago this December 12th, and that led to an interest in 
Pekingese, but not to breed. We met a very interesting lady in New York who said one is not enough, but 
had none available and bred only black anyway, so we resourced the breed through the KC....dumb us 
just marched in the door and asked who was the best Peke breeder in the UK....in horror the gentleman 
assured us that the KC would never give out recommendations, so I simply asked if he was to buy a Peke 
who would he contact, and without hesitation he said High Foo Pekes were the best. Thus by a phone 
call Peggy Winston, the breeder, became a dear friend, as did her husband Warwick who had 
Newfoundlands. (We did not know at the time that he was on the Board of the KC, and as time passed, 
Peggy became the first full female member....gone were the days of men only for lunch!). After several 
years we moved from Metropolitan New York (Hoboken NJ actually) to Connecticut and wanted a more 
lively breed.  
 
What attracted you to Löwchen? 
 
Visiting Peggy at Crufts when it was at Earl's Court (she always took two benches, one for her prize Peke 
at the time and one for a bar, she was VERY popular) and behind the Peke benching area was a funny 
looking breed of dog we'd never seen. We wandered along to have a look, and fortunately met the late 
Anne McDonald and Kay Sargeant, both big boosters of the breed and both very, very interested in telling 
everything about the Wonderful World of Löwchen (Little Lion Dog). We decided to pursue and found an 
American who had lived in the UK, and moved back to Texas taking all of her dogs with her......after 
corresponding with Leslie Healy for some time, we decided the time was right for Lucia to come to 
Connecticut and luckily Leslie's husband's family lived in the town next to us so they could deliver! There 
was never any thought of breeding, or showing, it was just a wonderful breed that no one knew. The 
following year we were luckily back in the UK at Crufts time and Anne McDonald had a male that she 
though would be a perfect match based on pedigrees "just in case" we might want to breed. George 
immigrated, and after being encouraged to enjoy the wonderful breed by a very new judge at the time, Mr 
Edd Bivin, the adventures began. Of course Peggy Winston was furious that we were forsaking Pekes, 
but admitted we actually had her permission as she had formulated the Löwchen Standard to the 
requirements of the KC.  
In 1987 we were invited to what was i think the first National Show for Löwchen, were interviewed by the 
board as was the practice then, and amazingly passed for membership making some others quite 
unhappy.  
 
How did you come up with your kennel name? Tell us about your kennel - home?   
 
Tay-lor Wil-liams = TayWil, by the way.....From the beginning there was really no intent to breed or have a 
kennel. Luckily we could take the dogs to our work, and customers kept wanting one of those dogs with 
the funny haircut! So reading as much as we could to learn as much as possible, and having an excellent 
Vet for advice, the first litter happened. The dogs have always been in the house as part of the family, 
and though crated for sleep, have the run of most everywhere. There have been up to 6 adults, but as of 
now there are 3 females and the now famous Capt Jack who will return home on Saturday, November 
28th,  courtesy of Laura Boyce who is driving from North Carolina to Maryland to Virginia as a huge 
favour. We have never thought of Löwchen as a "pack" and think an older dog does better as an "only" 
and have met some wonderful people looking for just that. After 3 or fewer litters, we try to place the dog 
in a wonderful loving home.   
 
What were you looking for in your foundation animals?  Where did you find them? 
 
In trying to breed the best possible dogs, we have always been very health conscious and have always 
asked for health information for the parents and grandparents. Our stud has always come from outside 
TayWil because of the small gene pool we did not wish to breed too closely. Fortunately we had the time 
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to visit several leading breeders in the UK, Belgium, Holland and France and could determine from the 
dogs we saw what we thought was the best for our purposes, and hoped to get a dog. (We had seen 
Capt Jack's grandfather at Crufts over 4 years ago and have waited all this time for a male puppy that the 
breeders thought was a good dog. The grandfather is the most winning Löwchen in history in the UK 
having won, I believe, some 32 CC's, a record not likely to be broken any time soon). We would discuss 
with the various breeders what they felt were the strong points and weak points in the breed and would 
compare the dogs as we saw them. The one word that stands out about the breed is "balance", nothing 
should be exaggerated, everything in proper balance and you "know" it when you see it. 
 
 
What food(s) do you feed? What have you found works with the Löwchen? Do you feed 
supplements? 
 
Currently the dogs are fed EVO which is as close to a "raw" diet as possible without any fillers etc. We 
use Wild Salmon Oil, Kelp, and various other supplements from time to time but in all honesty cannot 
really tell that they do any good! The one thing we discovered is that the food must be high in protein 
since it is such an active breed.  
 
 
How do you feel the breed has evolved?   
 
When starting the size range was substantial from dogs as small 
 as 9" or 10" to 15" or taller. In time this has changed and the dogs 
 are routinely in the range as required in the Standard. It was  
because of this wide range at the time the LCA applied for  
membership in the AKC that size was NOT listed as a  
disqualification.  Since Herb had to do all the negotiating for the  
LCA with the KC, the Standard was written using the required  
guidelines of the AKC but the content was from the LCA. The LCA  
Standard was used for some time as a sample for breeds applying for recognition as the best new 
Standard developed in years.  The long and arduous journey of gaining Membership in the AKC was 
made much easier because the founders of the Club, Carole and Bob Yhelan and Jane and Charles 
Cook established the registry according to the guidelines of the AKC, starting with Löwchen0001 and 
Löwchen0002 and Löwchen 0003 and the registrars continued the policies and procedures until the 
registry was accepted by the AKC. Horror stories had been heard of the problems other breeds had, so 
with major concern, the registry was presented in person to the Department of the AKC that would have 
to approve it as part of the process. What had taken some breeds hours and at times weeks or months 
was done in less than an hour. They did random samplings of the 700+ Registrations and could find no 
errors, said "job well done" and that was that. Special thanks to Sandi Lunka who was registrar at the 
time and had seen to it that everything was correct. 
 
Who would you say has been your greatest mentor through the years? 
 
There was no one great "mentor" but Anne McDonald and Janet-Perret-Green-King were extremely 
instructive in the early days. Since then we have looked, and listened, observed, and tried to have the 
best dogs not only in conformation, but now with great luck, in companion too. The very best show to 
discuss Löwchen at is, of course, Crufts since it is a benched show, and all must be there till Best of 
Group Judging starts.  
 
It is with pride that Barbara Cecil has managed to get over 100 companion titles on the amazing Pistil, 
which is all her doing!  And to think it took her, and Deb Oliver, two days to make a decision as to which 
dog to take...seems the time was worth it. All puppies receive the Bio-Sensor protocol as developed by Dr 
Carmen Bataglia for use in the Armed Services dogs training programs. It seems to help them acclimate 
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to various conditions without fears or concerns. We always are on the alert for "aggressive", "shy" and 
other various temperaments as the puppies play with each other and the adults. We have been very 
fortunate and have always had a waiting list for puppies, so we can guide or select the one we feel is best 
for the particular home setting.  
 
We STRONGLY recommend any prospective puppy person to visit and to see the dogs at play, the 
temperaments etc and have had more than a few admit that they really are more "spaniel" types, we all 
know, Löwchen are not for everyone, but in all the years of breeding we have only had three puppies 
returned....one which was actually purchased by a lady as a gift for a friend whose husband has just 
died,--news to us, one to a "I can do everything" late in life mother who finally admitted that a two year old 
and a new puppy just did not mix, and to someone who somehow did not tell us that they lived on the 
14th floor of an apartment building and did not enjoy the middle of the night walks. 
 
You have been very successful in breeding Löwchen.  How many Champions have you finished to 
date?  Could you share some highlights of your years in the breed? 
 
I have no idea how many CH's we've had, the file is in Herb's computer and I have no idea how to open it-
-more than a dozen yes, dozens probably not. Quantity has never been a goal. Healthy dogs with good 
temperaments, lively, alert, and as close to the Standard as possible have always been the desire. 
Having full time jobs it was never easy to get to many shows, so we thoroughly enjoyed the events and 
the dogs and of course the Löwchen Lovers. 
 
I know Herb enjoyed his time as an officer (Treasurer and President and Board Member). He always put 
the LCA first and never used it for self-promotion or to the benefit of TayWil Löwchen. He (we) are very 
fortunate to have dogs from our breedings that are very busy in all aspects of the dog world, from therapy 
dogs, rally, obedience, agility in all the various forms, tracking etc. It truly shows that Löwchen are an 
amazing breed and can do anything they are permitted to do. I had a call from Barbara Cecil this week 
who informed me that as the breeder of her Pete, it was our responsibility to send her the money to pay 
for the piano lessons he obviously needed....he'd jumped onto the keyboard and continued jumping just 
thoroughly enjoying his own composition of a "sonata for four paws".......and so it goes. 
 
 

To read more about TayWil go to their site: http://www.taywil-lowchen.com/ 
 

 
Tribute to TayWil 
Submitted by Barbara Cecil 
 
Ten years ago, when I first considered a Lowchen as my next agility and obedience competition partner, I 
discovered no one had done much of anything to utilize what I thought should be the breed's natural 
athletic ability, smarts, and drive.  Several breeders I called asked why, coming from Papillons, I even 
wanted a Lowchen.  "They're too stubborn" and "They're not real smart" were opinions I was given.  Then 
I called Herb Williams and John Taylor.  "Well, we've never done anything like that with our dogs," they 
admitted, "but there's no reason why a Lowchen wouldn't excel at anything you might want to try!" 
  
Five months later these two fine men entrusted me with pick of the litter - my choice - from a Ch Duncara 
Lucky Break x TayWil's Candy Tuft breeding.  Herb and John had followed all my suggestions for raising 
a litter of competition dogs, which had required a lot of time, effort and attention on their part, with this 
result:  I could have taken home any one of those puppies and had a winner! 
  
But my journey with Herb and John had just begun.  They wanted to be kept up-to-date with every step of 
Pistol's progress.  They went from asking me, "Now what is agility, exactly?" to designing a spread sheet 
to track Pistol's points and Double Qs on his "March to the MACH".  Even though John admitted, "I went 
to one obedience class, once," Herb and John read every page of the AKC Obedience and Rally 
Regulations so they could stay involved as Pistol earned his UD and RAE.  Just about every Sunday 



 

The season of giving is upon us.                                                      29                                                                                    Headlions 
Give to Löwchen Rescue. 

evening meant a phone call to Virginia to report on how well Pistol had done.  I don't think I realized until 
now how much those calls meant to me, and how wonderful it was to hear the delight over Pistol's 
accomplishments in the voices of Herb and John. 
 
Two and a half years ago I again flew to Virginia and brought home my second pick of the litter, Pistol's 
nephew, Petey, out of Ch Bihar 'Annex Tucker x Ch TayWil's Sunny Twinkle.  I told Herb and John that - 
because of my now advanced age and iffy health - I wouldn't be able to accomplish with Petey all I had 
with Pistol.  They assured me that was okay; even if we never earned title one, they were happy for me to 
have Petey as my companion.  (Of course, Herb and John also know me too well.  I'm not about to let 
Petey's talent go to waste.  After 6 perfect scores of 100 while earning his RE in Rally, Pete is ready to 
bring home the ribbons in agility and obedience.) 
  
Herb and John have never put any conditions or pressure on me to excel with their dogs; Pistol, Petey, 
and I have excelled because of their love, support and enthusiasm.  I owe so much to Herb Williams and 
John Taylor.  Without them, there would not have been a Pistol, a Petey, nor the blessing that has been 
my life for the past ten years.  I love you guys! 
  
Barbara Cecil 
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Tribute to TayWil 
Submitted by Don Roback 
 

 
 
 
 

 

�
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
TayWil Performance  

Through a series of coincidences, I ended up 
meeting Barbara Cecil and the guys behind Taywil 
Lowchen in late 2002.  Although Herb Williams and 
John Taylor had only limited experience with the 
performance side of dog events, they were my dogs 
and my biggest fans.  I could not have had any better 
breeders and supporters. 
  
This photo was taken at the Lowchen National 
Specialty in Michigan in 2003.  Pictured are Barbara 
Cecil (holding Pistol), Herb, me (holding J) and John.   
  
Even though Herb is now gone, I will always enter 
the ring knowing that he is watching us and cheering 
us on. 
 
Don Roback and “J” 
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Herb Williams lost his battle with primary liver cancer at 3:00 a.m. Sunday, November 29, 2009.  Diagnosed just 4 

months ago, and in home hospice care for his last week, Herb died peacefully and without pain with his sister, John, 

and his four beloved Lowchen at his side.  Special thanks to Laura Boyce, who made a special trip to pick up Capt 

Jack from the show circuit and deliver him to Herb's bedside.  John said he could tell by Herb's expression that he 

knew his new Champion had come home. 

  

Services will be at 11:00 Saturday, December 12, at Christ Episcopal Church, 4 Wellers Bridge Road, in Roxbury, 

Connecticut.  In lieu of flowers, Herb had asked that donations be made to the Health Fund of the Lowchen Club of 

America and sent to Cheryl Hatchell, LCA President, 1053 Rifle Range Road, 9-A, Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina 

29464. 

  

Condolences may be sent to John Taylor, taywil.lowchen@..., or 4775 Lee Jackson Highway, Greenville, Virginia, 

24440-1803. 

Courtesy of B. Cecil – LCA Yahoo Group. 

 

Note: As of the time of issue,  December 7th, donations have been received from Dianne Trauber, Stephanie H. Fedder and Leroy 

M. Potts.   The LCA thank you for your generous gifts in Herb’s honor.   

 
 

The 15th Annual LCA National – 2010 Omaha, NE 
 Will be in held In Memory of 

Herb Williams 
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TITLES SECTION: 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL NEW CHAMPIONS: 
Submitted by Herb Williams                       
 
CH ASHFORDS OMRAN AT ROSELAND – D 7/5/09 – ASHFORDS CALIPH X ASHFORDS EMMALINE BREEDERS: 
CHRISTINE PISACANI & GINI DENNINGER  OWNERS:  KRIS FLETCHER & GINI DENNINGER 
 
CH TOUCHE’S UNDERCOVER AGENT RAINBOW – D 7/6/09   CH TOUCHE SERIOUSLY DON’T BLINK X CH TOUCHE 
DECOY AT ASHFORD    BREEDERS: RICHARD LAWLESS GINI DENNINGER, JENNIFER & ALEXANDRIA SCHIAUD 
 
CH LASER’S GOLDEN IMAGE AT FOX LANE – B 7/13/09  CH NATCHEZ STARBUCKS AT LASER  X LASER’S WHITE 
DIAMONDS  BREEDERS: BETTY MEIDLINGER, RONNIE CROWDER & WADE KOISTINEN   OWNERS: MARY BILLMAN & 
VICKI ALL 
 
CH KISMET’S LEGACY MT - D – 8/24/09   CH IVYTREE LIONHEART X CH SWEET MEADOWKISMET ICED 
CAPPICINO BREEDERS: NADINE P PELLESCHI & KATHY BUMILLER  OWNER: NADINE P PELLESCHI 
 
CH WIMWAM’S YMCA – D – 8/24/09 WATER LION’S DREAMBOY X WIMWAMS ALMOST FAMOUS  BREEDER: KIRSI 
HYNYNEN  OWNERS: KIM SCHMIDT JULIE MYERS 
 
CH BNVS PUT A SPELL ON YOU - D – 8/30/09  CH DISNEYLAND’S ROCKEFALLER X CH TURNABOUT  MYSTIKAL  
OWNER/BREEDER: WENDY RUSSELL 
 
CH CHENOKA AGAINST ALL ODDS – B – MADRIGLACE SKY’S THE LIMIT X WILDHEARTS ANGEL OF MINE  
BREEDER/OWNER: NADINE BALDWIN 
 
CH CHIC CHOIX EGOISTE CHIC  - D – CHIC CHOIX UN PALAIS ROYALE X CHI CHIC NEIGE NOIR  BREEDER: JUHA 
KARES  OWNERS: RENE STAMM & ROBIN STAMM  
 
CH LOCOMMOTION”S MUSICBOX DANCER – B – CH CHIC CHOIX LION CHIC X CH MUSICBOX BOTTOM BUTTUN 
BRETON BREEDERS: MARY SPRUIELL, MARGARET BRITTON & DONNA JONES  OWNERS: DONNA JONES & MARY 
SPRUIELL 
 
CH SEAFEVER DESIGNING WOMAN – B 09/24/09 
CH ASHFORDS AL SULTAN SEAFEVER X ASHFORDS LAYLA OF SEAFEVER  BREEDERS: JANET NIENHAUS & GINI 
DENNINGER OWNER: JANET NIENHAUS 
 
CH KISMET’S ARMANI WITH STYLE – D 09/25/09 CH VOLARE JAZZY JIGSAW X LASERENE KISMET ATTITUDE 
BREEDER/OWNER:  NADINE P PELLESCHI 
 
CH GWAIHIR’S LORD LOUIE,  D – 10/25/09  CHIC CHOIX OEUVRE D’ART X GWAIHIR’S ASANTE BELLE 
BREEDER LENA LEMBERG & JOANNA LEMBERG, OWNERS: DONNA JONES & MARY SPRUIELL 
 
CH TOUCHE URI SO HAPPY  - B - 09/27/09 CH TOUCHE’ SERIOUSLY DON’T BLINK X CH TOUCHE DECOY AT 
ASHFORD  BREEDERS: RICHARD LAWLESS, GINI DENNINGER, JENNIFER LAWLESS & ALEXANDRIA SCHLAUD 
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NEW PERFORMANCE TITLES – JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 
Submitted by Barbara Cecil 
 
July: 
Rally Novice – CH Castlehill’s Charming Man of Steel RN – Barbara Carlson & Susan Tapp 
Open Agility – CH Taywil’s Kickin’ Aster VCD1, RA, TDX, OA, AXJ, NF – Laura Boyce and Emmett 
Wiggins 
Agility Open Fast Preferred – MACH3 Taywil’s Aerien Pistil Pete UD, RAE, OAP, AJP, XF, OFP – 
Barbara Cecil 
Excellent Agility Jumper Preferred - MACH3 Taywil’s Aerien Pistil Pete UD, RAE, OAP, AJP, XF, OFP 
– Barbara Cecil 
Master Excellent Jumper – CH Desusas Tsunami VdDandylion RN, AX, MXJ, OF – Joni and Roger 
Weed 
 
August: 
Rally Novice – CH Castlehill’s Ancient Waterfall RN – Susan Tapp & Karen Moylan & Christine Emerizy 
Rally Novice – Honey Lunar RN – Donna Dennis 
Rally Novice – Musicbox Oliver Wolfgang Rock Me Amadeus RN – Mari & Dennis Hiltz 
Rally Advanced – CH Castlehill’s Baxter’s Off ‘N’ Runnin’ CD, RA – Ruth Meyers & Susan Tapp & 
Louise Meyers 
 
September: 
Novice Agility - CH Castlehill’s Charming Man of Steel RN, NA – Barbara Carlson & Susan Tapp 
Master Agility Excellent – Castlehill’s Born To Run MX, MXJ, XF – Christine Bartos & Susan Tapp 
Obedience Master 1 – CH MACH Taywils Wolfs Bane UD, OM1, OF – Don Roback 
 
Congratulations to Don Roback and J, CH MACH Taywils Wolfs Bane UD, OM1, OF, the first ever 
Lowchen Obedience Master 1!  This is quite an achievement; to become an AKC Obedience Master, a 
dog must earn consistently high scores in both the Open B and Utility B classes.  
 
Obedience Master is one of the new titles now offered by AKC.  There are also three new titling classes– 
Graduate Novice (GN), Graduate Open (GO), and Versatility (VER).  Clubs don’t “have to” offer these 
classes at their trials and, in truth, it seems very few clubs are, so earning the GN, GO, and VER won’t be 
easy. 
 
More information on the Master Obedience Title, from the AKC web site (www.AKC.org): 
 

MASTER PROGRAM 

1. What is the Obedience Master Program? 
The Master /Grand Master title program was developed to recognize 
consistently high scoring dogs within the sport of obedience. Dogs can 
work their way through 10 Master levels, and once they have attained 
the 10th level, they will be awarded a Grand Master title. The Grand 
Master title will not have a numerical designation. 

2. When does my dog become eligible to compete in the 
Master/Grand Master title Program? 
Obedience Master title and Obedience Grand Master title points will be 
recorded for dogs that have earned the Utility Dog title.  

3. What does my dog have to do to compete towards these titles? 
Obedience Master Points will be recorded for those dogs earning a 
score of 190 or better in Open B or Utility B, according to the schedule 



 

The season of giving is upon us.                                                      38                                                                                    Headlions 
Give to Löwchen Rescue. 

of points established by the AKC Board of Directors, which appears 
below. Dogs that meet the criteria for the Obedience Master title before 
January 1st, 2009 will not be grandfathered. Only points earned on or 
after January 1st, 2009 will be applied to the OM title. 

4. How many points does my dog have to earn to attain a title? 
Dogs will be required to earn a total of 200 points, based on the 
established point schedule. Points are awarded for scores of 190 or 
better from Open B or Utility B. For a title to be earned, 30% of the 
points earned (60 points) must come from Open B and 30% of the 
points (60 points) must come from Utility B. The remaining 40% of the 
points earned (80 points) can come from either Open B or Utility B.   
(Note:  points range from 6 points for a score of 190 to 15 points for a 
score of 197 to 200.  BC) 

5. How does my dog progress through the Master title program to 
the Grand Master title? 
When a dog earns a total of 200 points based on the below point 
schedule, it will be awarded an Obedience Master title. Obedience 
Master titles will be awarded for nine levels and upon completion of the 
10tth level, a dog will be awarded an Obedience Grand Master title. 
Points accumulated in excess of the 200 points required for each level 
will be applied towards the next level of award if available. Only one title 
for Obedience Grand Master will be awarded.  

 
   

 

Gingerbread People                                  
Re-print from Headlions Dec. 2007 Issue 
 
2 cups whole wheat flour 1 cup unbleached flour  ½ cup cornmeal  1tbsp ground 
ginger 
½ tsp. ground cinnamon  ½ tsp. ground cloves  1 large egg slightly beaten 
1 tsp molasses   1 to 1 ¼ cups water 
 
Stir together flours, cornmeal and spices in large bowl. 
Add egg, molasses and water – stir well. 
Knead dough with your hands to create a smooth texture.  The dough should be very stiff.  If dough is 
overly moist, add more flour.  If too dry add more water. 
Roll dough into ¼ inch thickness using flour on top and bottom so dough doesn’t stick. 
Cut into “gingerbread people” shapes with cookie cutter. 
 
Place on lightly greased baking sheet.  Bake 350º for about 25 – 30 minutes. 
Turn oven off and let cool and harden overnight. 
 
For longer storage place in food dehydrator for 6 hours.  These will keep for 8 – 12 months. 
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CH MACH 5 Geolen’s Here Comes Tucker CD RE XF 
Submitted by: Gary Nordahl 

 
On  November 7, 2009  Tucker became the first five time MAster CHampion Lowchen in AKC Agility.  The 
coveted MACH title is a test of both speed and accuracy.    
  
For speed, a dog must accumulate 750 MACH points.  One MACH point is awarded for each second 
under the Standard Course Time determined by the judge by measuring the yardage the dog must travel. 
  
For accuracy, a dog must also accumulate 20 perfect days of qualifying on both the Standard and the 
Jumps with Weaves courses.  The Standard course is obstacle focused consisting of various jumps, a 
tire, teeter, A-Frame, dog walk, tunnel(s), weave poles, pause table, and a closed chute.  The Jumpers 
course is more handler oriented with challenging patterns, but only jumps, weave poles and sometimes 
tunnels. 
  
To reach the MACH 5, Tucker has negotiated approximately 4,000 various obstacles, weaving through 
2,400 weave poles on 200 different courses.  He also has accumulated over one hour in MACH points. 
  
Each year AKC invites the Top 5 Agility dogs of every 
breed to the National Invitational Tournament.   
The Top 5 Lowchen for 2009 were: 

(1)  Geolen’s Here Comes Tucker – “Tucker” 
(2)  Taywil’s Wolfs Bane  -  “J” 
(3)  Desusa’s Butterfly – “Alice” 
(4)  Goodtymes’s Sicher Lieben – “Zi” 
(5)  Castlehill’s Born to Run – “Brewster” 

This year Team Lowchen will be represented on 
December 12-13 in Long Beach, California by Gary Nordahl  
and “Tucker” and Don Roback and “J”. 
 
Editors Note: Don and “J” have been selected to be profiled by  
Dog Fancy magazine,  along with two other teams,  around the  
competition for the weekend.  They will write a feature article on the three sets for the April 'Eukanuba Show' issue 
which will be on newsstands in March. 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW MEMBERS INFO: 
Submitted by: Don Roback 
 
Congratulations to new full members: Lisa Sponsler, Danielle Tallman, Rene Stamm, Margaret Cropsey 
and Dr. Roger Oppenheimer. 
 
Our new member applicants:  
  
1) For Junior Membership 
 Jessica Bespalko  

Address:  29300 Rosemont, Roseville, MI 48066  
Phone:  586-776-1124  
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Email:  elzbelz94@aol.com  
Current breeds:  Lowchen, Wheaten terriers  
Breeds owned in the past:  
Membership in Clubs:  Motor City Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club  
Ever had a litter?   Yes  
Professionally connected to Dogs?  No 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?   No  
Companion/Performance titles:  No  
Interests in dog fancy:  Conformation 
Areas of interest to work within th LCA:  unsure 
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?  Not needed for  Junior  Membership 

  
2) For Full Membership 
 Jean Shepherd  

Address:  12214 Hillside Rd., Brownsville, MN 55919  
Phone:  507-482-6611  
Email:  dickenss@acegroup.cc  
Current breeds: Lowchen,  English cockers  
Breeds owned in the past:  West Highland White Terrier, Skye Terrier 
Membership in Clubs:  English Cocker Club of America, Coulee Kennel Club  
Ever had a litter?  Yes 
Professionally connected to Dogs?  No 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?  Yes 
Companion/Performance titles:  CD  
Interests in dog fancy:  Very active in my local kennel club, hold various offices including chief 
ring steward and show chairperson, breed judging 
Areas of interest to work within the LCA:  health and putting on shows including National 
Specialty  
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?   Gail Flynn and Lorrie Jergenson  

  
 
3) For Full Membership 
 Catherine Boettcher  

Address:  1626 Service St, Lake Station, IN  
Phone:  219-963-6033  
Email:  boetderhausl@yahoo.com  
Current breeds: Lowchen 
Breeds owned in the past:  German Shepherd Dogs  
Membership in Clubs: N German Shepherd Dog Club  
Ever had a litter?   Yes  
Professionally connected to Dogs?  No 
License to deal in dogs?  No 
Ever trained in companion or performance events?   Yes  
Companion/Performance titles:  Canine Good Citizen  
Interests in dog fancy:  breed and showing for the betterment of the breed 
Areas of interest to work within the LCA:  anything I can help with 
LCA Code of Ethics signed?  Yes 
Fees enclosed? Yes 
Letters of support?   Gail Flynn and Denise Schiele  
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. 

 
Our Christmas Elf – Ethan – owned & loved by Dee Gardinier 

 
 

The Tail End …….: 
 
2009 for many will not be recalled with fond memory.  In July we lost  Martha Stern, this year’s National 
was in her memory,  and just this past month Herb Williams.   Both will be dearly missed.   Thank 
goodness for our little lions who can bring a smile to our faces with their “naughty but nice” antics during 
the most unsettling of time.  How can we not be optimistic, waking up each morning to their wagging tails 
and zest to take on whatever new adventure the day holds.  
 
It is hard to believe that just 50 years ago, in 1969, the Lowchen was listed as one of the rarest dogs in 
the Guinness Book of Records.  Despite the wonderful numbers at our National this year, and the growth 
we have seen around the world, we are still considered a rare breed..   Recognition is key,  both in and 
outside the ring, as we try to ensure that both Judges and the general public learn about this delightful 
breed.  However, recognition is a two sided sword.  While we want to see them appreciated  we don’t 
want to have the breed become too popular.  There has to be a balance,  and sadly despite the 
painstaking care we take to guard our Löwchen, there are those situations such as Belle, Parker’s and, 
not to be forgotten, Princess,  the little girl many of us are following on the LCA Yahoo Group list. 
 
Unfortunately we can all become easy victims of unscrupulous individuals out to deceive, with the sole 
intent of exploiting these wonderful little dogs.  These individuals often remain hidden from the public eye, 
behind large corporations that are occassionally profiled on tv, but largely left alone.  Then there are the 
individuals, who do tend to be profiled on tv. Those sad, well meaning souls who started out as advocates 
for animals, but suffer from some form of mental fatigue.  These individuals become obsessed and fail to 
be able to take care of the poor animals they profess to love.   Ultimately, it is the animals that suffer and 
often the individuals are misunderstood and misjudged by the public.  Plus we have the right wing animal 
advocacy groups that take advantage of such situations to relay their own misguided messages, with the 
end result being the State Legislation issues  we are now battling.  
 
Bravo to those of you that have stood up and made a difference and continue to do so.  The  reality is that 
rescue happens in every breed.  I understand it is only in the last few years, as the breed perhaps is more 
recognized by the public, that these rescue situations are coming forward.  How many poor creatures did 
we miss because we are a rare breed? We do need public awareness so at least our breed is identifiable 
to shelters.    We are all our brothers’ keeper.  Let us not forget Löwchen Rescue this season and through 
the coming year.  The individuals that open up their hearts, homes and pocketbooks to assist with the 
less fortunate creatures among us are true angels. 
 
Christmas is a time of reflection and hope.  May I take this opportunity to wish you and your family all the 
very best this holiday season and a very happy and healthy New Year.   I look forward to talking to, and 
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hopefully meeting, more of you in the coming months and please, remember those less fortunate.  
Remember rescue! 
 
Best wishes this holiday season! 
Gillian at Tapestry 
 
  

 
 
 


