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HeadLions Information
Headlions is the official publication of the Löwchen Club 

of America. (LCA)

General Information
Headlions is to communicate LCA club information, 

treasurer reports, monthly meeting minutes and 

monthly title reports.

A copy, without treasurer reports and monthly meeting 

minutes is also communicated to non-sporting judges.

Editorial Information
The Löwchen Club of America, LCA, assumes no liability 

or responsibility for any inaccurate, delayed or 

incomplete information, nor for any actions taken in 

reliance thereon. The opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints 

expressed in each article is the opinion, belief, and 

viewpoint of its author and does not necessarily reflect 

the opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints of the Löwchen 

Club of America. Therefore, the Löwchen Club of 

America carries no responsibility for the opinions, 

beliefs, and viewpoints expressed thereon.

The Advertisers and contributors assume full and 

complete responsibility and liability for the content and 

shall indemnify and holds Headlions, the LCA, and its 

editors harmless against all demands, claims, or liability 

therein. 

The Editor and LCA reserves the right to refuse to print 

materials submitted.

Any form of reproduction of any content without the 

written permission of LCA  is strictly prohibited.

Club Membership
If you are interested in becoming a member of the LCA 

Please contact the Membership Chair for an application.

Issue Submission Deadline Publication

Spring March 18th March 20th

Summer June 18th June 20th

Fall September 18th September 20th

Winter December 18th December 20th

Publication Schedule

Submission Information

Deadlines:
All submissions must be received by the above deadlines 

or they will be moved to the next issue.

Submission Qualifications:
Must be a current member in good standing at the time 

of submission and publication. Non-member submissions 

may be considered at the Editor’s discretion. Editor 

and/or LCA board reserves the right to refuse any 

submissions from members and non-members.

Articles:
All articles shall be submitted in MS Word with minimal 

formatting. It is the submitter’s responsibility to 

proofread for grammatical and typographical errors. 

Articles containing derogatory language, manipulative 

language, bias against protected classes, or violations of 

the LCA Code of Conduct may be refused.

Pre-designed Artwork:
Artwork will be accepted in MS Word format or JPG that 

is high-resolution.

Photographs:
Photo submissions must include permission for 

publication by the copyright holder. Please include the 

copyright holder’s name with the submission. All 

submissions must be of high-resolution quality.
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Taken from the first club publication that we now call HeadLions.
Page 1 and Page 5. 
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May 27-31, 2021

Mission Circuit

Los Angeles County Fairplex 

Pomona, CA

Superintendent: www.jbradshaw.com (not listed yet)

Premium List: 

Closing:

COMMITTEES

We need volunteers to help organize the Specialty! 

Anyone interested contact Diana Heathcote socalheathcote@hotmail.com

Trophies:  Diana Heathcote

Hospitality: Diana Heathcote

Decorations:

Banquet:

Auction: Diana Heathcote

Judge’s Ed: Jennie Chen

Limited edition 

50
th

National specialty store now Open!

More items coming. 

Find them at the club website, click on LCA National Merchandise 

https://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/

http://www.jbradshaw.com/
mailto:socalheathcote@hotmail.com
https://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
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JUDGES

Thursday May 27
th LCA Standalone National Specialty

Judge: TBD

Sweeps: TBD

Friday May 28
th

Western Regional Specialty

Judge: TBD

Sweeps: TBD

Saturday May 29
th

Supported

Judge: TBD

Sunday May 30
th

Supported

Judge: TBD

Monday May 31
st

Supported

Judge: TBD

PERFORMANCE

The Mission Circuit offers 5 days of Agility and 

4 days of Obedience, and Rally. 

Agility 

trial secretary: Lynda Tjarks www.lyndatjarksagility.com (not listed yet)

Premium List:

Closing:

Obedience and Rally

Superintendent: www.jbradshaw.com (not listed yet)

Premium List:

Closing:

CGC and Trick Dog

All levels

first test $15 Additional tests $10 - per dog

Evaluator - Diana Heathcote

AUCTION/RAFFLE

Start looking for those wonderful Auction and Raffle items.

You may bring them yourself or you can send them to

Diana Heathcote 

40413 Cove Court Palmdale CA, 93551

Email questions to Diana Heathcote socalheathcote@hotmail.com

http://www.lyndatjarksagility.com/
http://www.jbradshaw.com/
mailto:socalheathcote@hotmail.com
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TROPHIES

We are now collecting trophy contributions. 

Contact Diana Heathcote socalheathcote@hotmail.com with questions.

Trophy Donations

Payment: Go to the club website and click on Trophy Donations

https://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/trophy-donations.html

or check made out to LCA and mailed to

Richard Kurzawa/LCA Trophy Fund 

12685 Dorsett Rd. PMB 190, Maryland Heights, MO 63043

Email your questions to Diana Heathcote socalheathcote@hotmail.com

Class                                           Amt      National    Regional    Amt       Suptd       Suptd      Suptd 

General Fund $__________

Please include your name and/or kennel name as you want listed to thank you.
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mailto:socalheathcote@hotmail.com
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Ch. Kismet Pearlbrook Andante 
Best of Breed LCA

1992 Palmyra, NY 

After the breed was accepted into AKC in 1999, 

“Dante” was the 1st BOB winner at Westminster 

2000. He was also a therapy dog. 

Breeder: Nadine Pelleschi & Carole Kramer

Owners: Carole Kramer and Kaja Donovan

Ch. Lionheart Be-Bop-A Lula 
Best of Breed LCA 

1994 Mullica Hills, NJ

BOS in 1992, 1993, and 1995 

Breeder: Della Cialini & Virginia Denninger

Owners: Della & Bob Cialini, 

Jennifer & Jim Heddinger

ARBA Ch FIC GCh Ch. Tawny’s SS 

Enterprise
Best of Breed LCA 

1995 Ithaca, NY 

BOS 1994, amassed a number of BIS, Best in 

Sweeps, and group 1st’s

Breeder: Sandra Lunka 

Owner: Donna Kelly Burton

Ch. Ashford’s Jordanian Prince
Little Lion Dog Club of America Best of Breed

1990 Bowling Green, OH

1991 Lebanon, PA

The club changed their name in 1991 to 

Löwchen Club of America

Breeder: Virginia Denninger

Owner: Cheryl Kelly and Virginia Denninger
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Ch. Kismet’s Eclipse Corona 
Best of Breed LCA 

1997 Troy, MI 

Breeder: Nadine Pelleschi 

Owner: Nadine Pelleschi

Duncara Mulligan Masterpiece 
Best of Breed LCA 

1998 Harrisburg, PA 

Photo taken from the book 

“The Lowchen” by Gini Denninger 

Breeder: Janet Perret-Green 

Owner: Mary Billman

Ch.Lionheart Loyal V Ivytree 
Best of Breed LCA 

2000Talmadge, OH

Breeder: Della Cialini 

Owners: Carolyn Marzano & Carol Strong

Ch. Kismet’s Eclipse Corona
Best of Breed LCA 25Th anniversary show

1996 Carlisle, PA 

“Corie” was the 2nd AKC Lowchen champion and 

the 1st bitch champion 

Breeder: Nadine Pelleschi 

Owner: Nadine Pelleschi
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Löwchen Club of America

June 2020 Board Meeting Minutes

On June 17, 2020 at approximately 6:10 p.m. Lexi Neel, President, called the Board meeting to order. The following Board members

were in attendance: Lisa Brown, Jennie Chen, Kris Fletcher, Diana Heathcote, Doc Iverson, Don Roback, Alexia Rodriguez and 

Jean Shepherd.  Vicki All was absent. Richard Kurzawa was having technical difficulties and could not get onto the conference call. 

All Board members had reviewed the May Board meeting minutes. There were three requested changes. The Recording Secretary 

will make the correctios and reissue the meeting minutes for May. Doc Iverson made a motion to accept the meeting minutes with 

corrections. Jean Shepherd seconded the motion.

Richard Kurzawa, Treasurer, was unable to present the treasury report due to technical difficulties. There were no issues with the 

report. Don Roback made a motion to accept the treasury report. Diana Heathcote seconded the motion. 

Don Roback gave an update on the 2021 National Specialty. He has issued a list of potential judges for upcoming major events to 

the membership. Don received quite a good response from membership. He tallied the results and has narrowed the judges list 

down to the top 13 with the post votes. Kris Fletcher sent out to the membership via Constant Contact. She was able to report that 

Over 50% of members opened the email. Don wants to use judges from the list for the Pomona specialty. However, the cluster has 

stated they will be hiring the same judges from the 2020 cancelled. The Club can decide if they want to use a judge from the cluster 

or hire our own for standalone on Thursday. Don, Diana, and Alexia Rodriguez will get together and come up with a judge selection. 

Dawn Richardson was at the top but we and/or Dawn may not want to deal with international travel unless things improve greatly in 

2021. The Louisville cluster is already thinking about judges as well. The Club should send our preference to the cluster now. Don is 

also trying to confirm with the Pomona hotel regarding the block of rooms.

Diana asked when can she send out requests for donations for the National in 2021. Jean stated you have to have your “ducks in a 

row” by August 2020 for the National in 2021 – Pomona. Diana will start advertising in August with some information about judges

and hotel to get members thinking about our next National. 

Jean thinks it would be nice to put the donors in the premium/catalog. This requires early donations. Lisa Brown added that after the 

show, the Club should post donors on the Löwchen Members Only Facebook page to thank members for their donations. Board 

members liked these ideas. Lexi Neel suggested to entice potential donors to donate in the amount of $XX could win a prize through 

a drawing. The prize could be money toward the hotel room or RV space or a gas card. The Board also liked this enticement.  

The “merchandise lady” at Pomona can ship out merchandise ahead of the show and can personalize at the show site. This is a 

great to improvement to our merchandise sales. Lisa Brown has purchased merchandise and then had it personalized at another 

vendor. This will be much easier and faster.   

The Club approved three new members in June: John Knox, Cassie Kindle, and Cammie Copple. One family application is coming 

in next month.

Lexi gave an update on the Standard Committee. The Club has received more comments from the AKC. The 60-day comment 

period deadline is June 30.  Lexi is keeping all comments in a Word document and will summarize the comments. Lexi has sent all 

received comments to the Standard Committee members. Lexi will issue a response to everyone who sent in comments to 

acknowledge their comments. Mari-Beth O’Neil, AKC, also issues a short email in response to comments. 

Don asked if any one or two things that garnered the most responses that the Club will need to address? Lexi stated that most

comments are about removing the DQ for scissoring and the teeth wording regarding scissor bite and full dentition. 

Lexi stated the next step the Standard Committee may revise the language or move forward to a membership vote. Mari-Beth O’Neil 

is providing guidance to the Club Next the Board discussed the performance proposal number 3. Pat Roach did revise the 

language. She has moved Grand Champion to the platinum level. She moved the CGCU and CGCA to Bronze. The Trick dog Elite 

will be for the platinum level. The chart that Kris Fletcher sent out has the application form at the bottom. The Information for each 

level is on top and the application is below.
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Don stated that proposal number 3 is not a big lift because not a lot of members will be able to apply. It takes a while to earn all 

these varied titles. He did ask if Pat will keep up with the volume and new sports like Disc Dog. Diana keeps up with the new AKC 

sports. Kris also stated that the Club can accept titles from past that meet the new requirements. The Club may get a lot of 

applications the first year but after that we would see smaller numbers. Diana asked is the award was a certificate? Yes, the award 

is a paper certificate. Members can continue to progress in the versatility award. A member applicant can only use a title once.

Lexi stated she was not a performance person and doesn’t know all the abbreviations for the various performance. Maybe this 

award will encourage members to do or try performance. Don made a motion to accept performance proposal number 3. Jennie 

Chen seconded the motion. The motion passed. Kris will send out this award information via Constant Contact. She will also do a 

summary for monthly ByLions. 

There is one more performance proposal to review – Lifetime Achievement. The Board will discuss next month.  

Lisa Brown had the article she wrote for the AKC Perspectives, “The Little Club that Roared” sent out by Constant Comment. 

Alexia sent out a request for the Nominating Committee. She will send out a request to the membership and she will the chair.

Alexia will draft email and give to Kris to put in Constant Contact. She will form committee and then start the process of finding 

members interested in serving the Club and its members. 

Jennie Chen discussed the digital files and club property. Executive sessions are not shared except through the meeting minutes.

Committee information stays with the Committee except when shared through official publication. The Membership List, recently

released to the membership, belongs to the Club and should not be used for personal marketing, venting, or commercial purposes. 

Club member information should be properly guarded against misuse. For example, show superintendents no longer publish/post 

personal information in the catalogs anyone. 

As a Club we cannot condone the posting of derogatory information or accusatory language on our social media site. 

Lexi made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jennie seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm.

Treasurer’s Report for Month June       Report Date:  07/01/20

Regions Bank Beginning Balance:
Square Account Beginning Balance:
PayPal Account Beginning Balance:

$31,790.70
$1,100.19
$1,675.28

Total Beginning Balance: $34,566.17

INCOME:
6/12 Bank Deposit (transfer from square Account to Regions Bank Account)

Square receipts during the month
PayPal receipts during the month

$1,100.19
$0
$0

TOTAL INCOME: $1,100.19

CHECKSUM:
Subcategory Account:
Health
Trophy
Rescues
General Fund

$7,875.79
$4,487.28
$6,310.00

$15,293.10

TOTAL FUNDS ALL CATEGORIES: $33,966.17

Regions Bank Ending Balance:
Square Account Ending Balance:
PayPal Account Ending Balance:

$32,290.89
$0

$1,675.28

Total Ending Balance: $33,966.17

EXPENSES:
6/2 Equisure (Insurance paid via check #1067)

6/12 Transfer potion of Square Account balance to Regions Bank
Square fees for transactions during the month
PayPal fees for transactions during the month

$600.00
$1,100.19

$0
$0

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,700.19
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Löwchen Club of America

July 2020 Board Meeting Minutes

On July 15, 2020 at approximately 6:00 p.m. Lexi Neel, President, called the Board meeting to order. The following Board members

were in attendance: Vicki All, Lisa Brown, Jennie Chen, Kris Fletcher, Diana Heathcote, Richard Kurzawa, Don Roback, Alexia 

Rodriguez and Jean Shepherd.  Doc Iverson was absent. 

The Board members had reviewed the June Board Meeting Minutes documents. No edits, updates or changes were requested. 

Vicki All made a motion to accept the minutes as written. Jean Shepherd seconded the motion.

The Club Treasurer, Richard Kurzawa, gave the June treasury report. He asked if the Board had any questions or comments. 

Richard stated it was a slow month. He transferred money from square account, $1,100.19, to Club’s bank account. He paid the 

Equisure insurance premium of $600.00. The Club balance is $33,966.17. Jean Shepherd made a motion to accept the report as 

written. Vicki All seconded the motion.

Diana Heathcote discussed the 2021 National and the judges. She needs National committee volunteers. Asked when is the 

appropriate time to start securing volunteers. Don Roback stated that the trophy committee is usually an early position. Judges 

Education presentation should be listed in the premium list. She has started working on the hospitality and auction. Don stated we 

are always looking for volunteers but without them Board members tend to take on various tasks and jobs for the show. Jean 

Shepherd asked about merchandise. The Club is using a third-party person/vendor. Diana will finalize by the end of this month. 

Once all is settled, then the store can launch for members to start purchasing. Merchandise is sold and shipped to members. The 

Club is issued a check for a portion of the orders. Members can also have the orders customized. Don is still working to get 

confirmation from the hotel. With no events at the fairgrounds, they are basically shut down. 

The judge selection is progressing so by next month we can be certain that at least a judge(s) from our list can be used. Don also 

stated we will use the banquet facilities at the host hotel or the restaurant for the annual banquet. Alexia Rodriguez gave an 

additional update on the judges for the supported and Regional days. The cluster wants to hire the same judges. The Cluster is on 

hold so no conformation for the judge’s panel is available until later this year.

Next the Chair of the Standard Committee, Lexi Neel, gave an update. The AKC comment period has ended June 30th. Comments 

to AKC, about 16 members sent in comments.  Diana thought she had sent hers but did not receive confirmation. Diana may send 

to Lexi as long as it is date stamped during the period. Lexi has updated her summary document of received comments and 

forwarded to the committee members. They are discussing if we need to change anything else. One item was addresses to reverse

the change to original. The vote was 2-1 to continue forward. What is the next step? The Club needs to decide to moved forward as 

it is now or changes may be needed. Jennie Chen, the Judge’s Education chair, volunteered to assist with some communication to 

the Club regarding the process and next steps. 

Alexia Rodriguez gave an update on the Nominating Committee. The committee will have three members. The established 

requirements are a minimum 2 years of consecutive Club membership and in good standing (out of constitution) with the Club and 

AKC. Several people volunteered: Vicki Ronchette, Anna Wallace, Sam Feeney, Donna Jones, Dayle Lewis, Vicki Ronchette, Jerry 

Davis, Gini Denninger. Donna Jones and Gini Denninger are ineligible to participate on the committee or be nominated to run for 

office. Sam Feeney has not been a member for two years. The Committee will consist of Anna Wallace, Dayle Lewis, and Vicki 

Ronchette. Alexia Rodriguez will be the Chair and final member of the Committee.  All Board positions are up for election. Alexia will 

ask all incumbents if they desire to continue serving on the Board.  Then the Committee will work to fill all open positions with new 

candidates. The Committee will then submit the Slate to the Recording Secretary. Once the Slate has been presented to the 

Recording Secretary additional nominations may be made “from the floor”. Diana asked about the voting process. The voting 

process is by regular US mail. Lisa Brown, Recording Secretary, and Alexia discussed the laborious process. Ballots are issued to 

all full members (not associate or foreign members). Members vote and return ballot. Each ballot is verified and then counted. 

Alexia will keep the Board updated on the status of the Committee. She will draft an email and explain what the process for 

nominating and running is per the By Laws. Kris Fletcher asked if no additional nominations are received, over and above the Slate, 

then no voting is needed. When there is an unopposed Slate, there is no need for a ballot or voting to take place. If none are 

received on or before September 30th, the Slate is declared as valid. 

Alexia Rodriguez made a motion for committee to be herself, Dale, Anna (voting members). Per the By Laws two non-voting 

alternates are needed. Jerry Davis and Vicki Ronchette will fill these position – if needed. Diana seconded motion. The motion 

carried. Alexia will issue a letter describing the task, process, and create a timeline for nominations and completion of the Slate. 
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Next the Board discussed performance proposal #4, the lifetime achievement award. Jean Shepherd stated that it appears 

extremely hard to achieve. Does the Club have any of award like a Löwchen of Merit? The criteria seems pretty tough to achieve for 

any dog let alone a Löwchen. Kris Fletcher stated that the AKC has registers of merit for dams, sires, and kennels based on 

production of champions. Kris discussed the criteria with Patricia Roach. She thought proposal #4 was an extension or another step 

higher in terms of the versatility awards. The award if performance focused to recognize the achievements of the performance dogs. 

Don stated that the performance criteria is mixed with breeding and conformation – champions and grand champions. This is a 

really high threshold for performance dogs. Jean liked the proposal overall and thought it was a great idea but really hard to 

achieve. These criteria would exclude some of our really awesome and trail blazer performance dogs such as Pistol, Jay, and 

Tucker. The threshold is too high for pure performance dogs. The dogs have to be 13+ years old or have passed away to get into 

the Hall of Fame. Jennie Chen asked how did this start and shift to make sure the dogs fit in it. Don stated that we want to celebrate 

the greatest Löwchen. Jennie suggested that we could nominate with the dog’s accomplishments. The Board would vote on 

candidates. Don suggested that this is similar to the Herb Williams award – not the best. We need some criteria and a historical path 

for dogs of the past. Jennie stated that we should an “Ambassador of the Breed” option. 

Lisa Brown stated that it does seem very hard for performance dogs. Gary Nordal with Tucker who is a Top 20 All Time All Breed 

and a Mach 25 would not meet the stated criteria.  Don and/or Kris will talk to Pat Roach and work on the performance criteria and 

an alternate path to be inducted. In the past we didn’t have Grand Champions. Pistol did Rally, when few knew what Rally was. He

did obedience when virtual no Löwchen did Obedience. And, of course, agility. Lexi thinking about the exceptional dogs now days 

wouldn’t make the cut. The conformation part is difficult too. Don asked how many Löwchen could meet the criteria on the breed 

side today? One Löwchen went BIS – Richard Lawless in 2008. Jerry Davis has had two RBIS in more recent years. We should 

look at massaging the criteria. Lexi thought the award should have two options categories – conformation/breed and performance. 

Kris asked that all Board members send their thoughts and comments directly to Pat regarding about the proposal. Then Kris will sit 

down and work with her to refine the award. Kris would be glad to work with people to work this out. Don will contact Pat as well.  

The Club has received several complaints from Club members about the mass emails issued by Jennifer Lawless and Gini 

Denninger.  The emails have now been followed up by regular mail of the same document. The last line of the email did state the 

15-page document would also be sent by regular mail. Not all members received the emails or mailed document. Richard Kurzawa 

stated that the Board just received an email from Nancy Weller. Jennie Chen read Nancy Weller’s letter just received by the Board 

on 07/15. Vicki Ronchette made a post on Facebook regarding the mass emails. Jennie read this post as well to the Board. Several

other Club members also made posts or emailed the Board regarding the use of the Club members list for these purposes. 

Lexi queried the Board as to the need to have rules about the use of the membership list. Jennie stated it was the content and tenor 

of the emails that the members seemed to object to. Lisa chimed in that the Club currently has no rules for using the membership

list. We do, however, have good sportsmanship rules which could cover abuse of the membership list. Lexi stated that Jenifer 

Lawless’ email was not factual about what happened on the Standard Committee. She voted to pass 5 of the 7 changes. Jennifer 

voted against the scissoring DQ and the height change.  Jennie Chen stated that her behavior on the Committee is confusing to

Club members. Committee members should support the club and not throw the other Committee members under the bus. Vicki All 

stated that her email also accused the Board of not following AKC procedures when in fact Lexi was working closely with Mari-Beth 

O-Neil. Gini Denninger email/letter stated that the Club did not contact or work with the AKC. Jean Shepherd found Jennifer’s 

comments about experience and age offensive. All Committee members were breeders and handlers. Vicki also stated that 

Jennifer’s claim of being the “token old guard” was just untrue. Donna Jones is an “old guard”. This is bad sportsmanship and totally 

out of line.  

Diann Heathcote asked if this was just “voicing an opinion’ or giving out information. Jennie Chen sated that in a Show Sight

magazine in 1999 was not consistent with the standard. Gini Denninger’s recent article was a blend of her opinion and the standard 

without pointing out when she deviated from the standard. Jennie has had judges ask about things that others have said. This 

occurred mostly recently at the National show in CA. 

Lexi asked what should the Club do about these emails. Jennie suggested that the Club needs to reset the expectation of proper 

and respectful behavior. The Club doesn’t want to censor members, but members must comply with the rules. The Clun needs a 

communication strategy. 

Another issue is that Jenifer Lawless sent a Standard Committee document to Gini Denninger. Jennie asked if this is grounds for 

Jennifer to resign from the Committee. Vicki stated she did not support the process or the Committee regardless of the final 

outcome. This type of behavior contributes to ill feelings and misinformation among the membership and may have deterred 

members from volunteering for other committees.
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Jean stated that the Board should share with her a number of these complaints from members regarding the email. Lexi said the

email was somewhat shocking to her because what was stated in the email was not factual. This isn’t just voicing her opinions. 

Jennifer Lawless made several derogatory comments about other committee members. 

The question is really is this freedom of speech and were any rules broken for use of the membership list and or sportsmanship and 

the LCA Code of Ethics. Lisa read the LCA Code of Ethics, General Practices (A) and (B):

A. If a disagreement or dispute arises; it will be handled privately and professionally between the parties involved. 

B. Issues of dispute will be taken to the LCA board via the format stated in the constitution. 

Alexia suggested that the Club should establish some guidelines for usage of the membership list. Complaints and disagreements, 

as is stated in the Code Ethics, should go to the board. A Committee member should not just use the list to complain about the 

outcome of the Committees task. Members don’t want to be bombarded with mass emails. Lexi discussed that any changes might 

require changes to the Constitution/By Laws or Code of Ethics to include behavior on a committee. 

Vicki remarked that Jennifer Lawless stated that she “disagreed on so many levels” but voted yes to 5 of the proposed changes. 

She feels that members volunteering for committees go in expecting that everything is confidential until the committee has 

completed its task or has been discharged. This type of behavior would discourage members from volunteering least another 

member who didn’t care for their vote makes so public rant about the committee. Kris thought the members complaining to the 

Board were acting like children complaining to mommy. However, this is the process stated in the Code of Ethics.

Lexi stated the Board should reply to these complaint emails from members. Jennie said initially we should send a letter thanking 

the members for their letters and the Board will discuss at the next meeting. The Club could also create a generic response upon

initial receipt. Should Jennifer Lawless be asked to resign. Richard stated the Board should not censor her but instead ask her if she 

still wants to be on the Standard Committee to complete the task. The Board should send her a letter regarding the email about the 

Committee. Lisa will draft the letter and Richard will assist with the final edits.

The next topic of discussion is the HeadLions article written by Gini Denninger. Angela Stevenson and Anna Wallace sent letters to 

the Board regarding the article. Angela stated that the article had faulty logic and the authors do not understanding basic genetics. 

The article itself was accusatory of all Löwchen breeders. The Löwchen population is not large. Anna Wallace thought this type of 

biased article conflicted with what the Club represents. The article was a contradicting diatribe from both authors. The authors

accused other breeders of deliberately breeding poor stock. This kind of article is not helpful to breeders or the breed. 

Does the Club have rules regarding what is printed in our club publications? Richard recalled one year that Gillian Robertson, who 

previously edited the HeadLions, refused to publish an article from Richard Lawless about Shadow. Alexia stated that the article

made accusations that he was a rescue and demeaned the breeder. Gillian just asked that the article be amended to remove the 

derogatory statements about the breeder. Alexia read Gini’s article and thought this can’t be right and had numerous incidents of 

just plain faulty logic. Jennie received comments from members about the use of one of the Club’s platforms for negative comments 

about breeders. Allowing derogatory comments is in essence facilitating the dissemination of incorrect information.   

Don suggested the Club establish an editorial process for Club publications. How can we do this? What would the process? It might 

be a heavy and time-consuming burden to decide what should be included in all our publications. We might consider an Editorial 

Board, that way one person is not responsible for reviewing all the articles.   

Jean stated that she agreed with some of the article. However, the article was accusatory and put everybody in one category. It 

accused every Löwchen breeder. Diana stated she took it as a “caution” about breeding but felt it could have been stated differently. 

She was not offended by the article and enjoyed learning from it. Jennie remarked that the Club needs factual information not just 

someone’s opinion. Jean also remarked that members are free to have and state their opinion, but the Club’s publications should 

not be used for the benefit of the breed and standard. 

Next, Jennie Chen discussed the communication plan for the club. She has talked to members who are not on the Board and are 

not new members. The Club has made updates and changes, but the Club can do more. With social media and FB members expect 

immediate information. The plan should be run like a commercial communication platform. Outgoing communications, conversations 

– discussions, feedback mechanism. The Club would need a “Central Hub”, which would fall on the Corresponding and Recording 

Secretaries’ laps.  Today’s information needs to be timely. Historically information should go in HeadLions (quarterly publication). 

The communication is too scattered. Members have no idea what is going on and need information in an easy to digest format. The 

Club should manage and centralize communication platforms. LCA does not have a big population or volume. A small group of 

members – editorial group – to make decisions. 



For example, the complaints that Club didn’t follow AKC rules is just not true. The Committee Chair had many conversations and 

emails with Mari-Beth O’Neil. This rumor could have been dispelled with proper communications. Jennie, as the Judges Education 

Chair, could do small focus groups via WebEx. These would be structed as IDIs – in-depth interview. Members just feel that they 

would have liked opportunity for input. We can obtain feedback and any additional information. Diana likes the idea of focus groups. 

These sessions would show that the Club is willing to listen and collect feedback from members. Lastly, Jennie would create and 

present the standard and the proposed changes via WebEx for all members. She would be the presenter. This would also require a 

co-presenter and moderator. Alexia thinks it is a great idea for sharing information. Lexi would not want just a rehash of the 

comments. Jennie wants to give members the opportunity to voice their opinions. Board members agreed that this was a good idea 

and would provide a platform for further discussion on the proposed standard changes. 

Jennie also stated that the Board should be posting a status of projects and in the ByLions to keep members apprised of the 

progress. 

Diana asked about the editorial board. Would all items need to be approved before being posted to HeadLions and ByLions? She is 

the editor on both publications now. Alexia suggested that two people have a look at something, much like the process Lisa and 

Richard set up to review her draft. Does everything need to be approved? The grooming guides? Article needs to be looked at by 

others? Jennie stated it would be a “test and learn”. We are just trying to ensure articles going in the Club publications are 

supportive of the breed and Club members. What we are looking for is submissions to HeadLions and ByLions that are positive and 

productive. The Club is looking for accurate and factual information with documented sources. Don agreed but stated that the Club 

should define or redefine what we want in the Club publications. The general guidelines should be posted to FaceBook members 

only page. 

Jennie requested all Board members working on projects or committees, i.e. Nominating Committee, 2021 National event, 

performance website, historical documents, etc., send in an update. She will consolidate and submit to Diana for the ByLions.

Jennie Chen, the Judge’s Education Chair, is going to update the judge’s education presentation. It is outdated. She wants to use 

new and fresh pictures. 

Lexi Neel made a motion to adjourn. Don Roback thankfully seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 pm. Good 

night all.
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Treasurer’s Report for Month July       Report Date:  08/01/20

Regions Bank Beginning Balance:
Square Account Beginning Balance:
PayPal Account Beginning Balance:

$32,290.89
$0.00

$1,675.28

Total Beginning Balance: $33,966.17

INCOME:
Square receipts during the month
PayPal receipts during the month

$0.00
$85.00

TOTAL INCOME: $85.00

Regions Bank Ending Balance:
Square Account Ending Balance:
PayPal Account Ending Balance:

$32,290.89
$0

$1,728.01

Total Ending Balance: $34,018.90

EXPENSES:
7/7/2020 Kris Fletcher (reimbursement for postage paid via PayPal)

Square fees for transactions during the month
PayPal fees for transactions during the month

$29.20
$0.00
$3.07

TOTAL EXPENSES: $32.27

CHECKSUM:
Subcategory Account:
Health
Trophy
Rescues
General Fund

$7,875.79
$4,487.28
$6,310.00

$15,345.83

TOTAL FUNDS ALL CATEGORIES: $34,018.90
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Löwchen Club of America

August 2020 Board Meeting Minutes

On August 19, 2020 at approximately 6:07 p.m. Lexi Neel, President, called the Board meeting to order. The following Board 

members were in attendance: Vicki All, Lisa Brown, Jennie Chen, Kris Fletcher, Diana Heathcote, Doc Iverson, Richard Kurzawa, 

Don Roback, Alexia Rodriguez and Jean Shepherd.   

Lexi asked if the meeting could split up into two nights. The agenda is rather lengthy and our meeting last month was nearly three 

hours. Jennie Chen suggested we discuss the updates first. Lexi suggested that the updates be offered by email. Don Roback 

stated he could do the 2021 National and membership update via email as well. Kris Fletcher informed the Board that she had no 

update on performance proposal #4. 

The Board received and read the July meeting minutes. Lexi mad a motion to accept as written. Vicki All seconded the motion. The

motion passed.

Richard Kurzawa, Treasurer, gave the monthly treasury report. The Club received income from two applicants for dues payments. 

That was all the financial activity for the month. Lexi made a motion to accept the report. Doc Iverson seconded the motion. The

motion passed.

Lexi Neel, the Standard Committee Chair, gave an update. She has provided all the comments received to the other committee 

members. They are still in review process. Jennie Chen worked on the Focus Groups. The Standard Committee has not completed 

their assigned task. Committee member Jennifer Lawless does not want to provide feedback to the Chair and other Committee 

member. Lexi has reached out and sent a message too. Don Roback asked what are the options for the Committee? Lexi stated 

she will not communicate with the other members. Jennie stated that Jennifer brought up the previous Committee and that the 

current Committee didn’t get approval from membership before moving forward. The previous Committee, chaired by the then Vice

President, Richard Lawless, several years ago ended due to no action by the Chair. This should be addressed so the Club can 

move forward. 

Diane Heathcote asked if a membership vote is needed to form a committee? No, the Board of Directors creates committees. The 

BOD has followed the LCA Constitution (Article V, Committees). Lisa Brown asked if the Committee has task completed their task. 

The Chair said no. Jennifer now disagrees with some of the voted-on decisions. Once voted and passed, the Committee members 

should support the agreed upon decision. Don stated the BOD should send Jennifer a letter asking if she still desires to serve on the 

Committee. In order for a committee to function we need members to respond and communicate with each other. Give her two 

weeks to respond. If no response, replace her with a new member. Lisa Brown stated that Don has a valid point. The Committee 

becomes dis-functional. Don stated that it might not be popular but the Committee needs to complete its work and move forward. 

Lisa Brown and Jennie Chen will craft a letter to Jennifer Lawless. 

Jennie has completed her draft presentation for the on-line standard presentation. Did the BOD have an opportunity to review the

Standard revision presentation? She laid out the process and timeline for the presentation. Kris Fletcher was not sure she received 

presentation. This document will be used for the Club-wide on-line presentation on WebEx.

Jennie Chen, Judge’s Education Chair, discussed holding a health seminar at the 2022 National Specialty in Louisville. She would

like to invite Dr. Bell to do a health seminar. It will be a general breeding seminar. The fee $700, plus transport, and hotel. Dr. Bell 

looks at health pedigree and families and health issues. Brings information for other clubs. Has done this for 75 other clubs. This 

seminar will take the place of our performance seminar. It will mean an extra expense for the National budget. Jean Shepherd 

suggest that the Club should charge members for the seminar and could open attendance to other breeds to help cover the costs. 

Dr. Bell makes the seminar specific to the breed. Jean attended one for the Poms. If Dr. Bell is that well known, then we might get 

others to attend and help cover the costs. We could also record the seminar and charge for viewing. Lexi stated the Club should set 

fee to attend in-person or view. Jean Shepherd made a motion go ahead with the Dr. Bell seminar and open to non-members to be 

held at 2022 National. Diane Heathcote seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

Lisa Brown, Recording Secretary, discussed the AKC Parent Club Medallions for the National dog show in Orlando, Florida. The 

Club has supported this for numerous years. This provides a medallion for various placements in conformation, Obedience, and 

Agility. Richard Kurzawa confirmed that the Club has done so for many years. Lisa will send Richard the form and he will issue a 

check to AKC for all placements. 

Alexia Rodriguez will provide an update via email regarding the Nominating Committee. Kris asked about the FaceBook page 

regarding the Nomination Committee slate. Alexia will email the slate to Kris for Constant Contact posting.
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The Club received some feedback from Beth Sternitzky. She thinks the Club needs more communication. She also voiced that she 

was on the original Standard Committee and should have been on the new Committee. She wants the Board to vote “no” on the 

proposed changes. Beth wants to start again and use this as a learning experience. The BOD will issue her a letter regarding the

committee and Jennie will discuss with her. Lexi thought that was great that Beth wants to use being on a committee as learning 

event, but that is not what committee assignment are for. Beth also wants all BOD meetings to be open for all LCA members. The 

Board discussed at length and the majority of BOD members did not favor open meetings for various reasons. Jean stated that in All 

Breed Clubs members can sit in on Board meetings but can’t vote and hear all that is discussed. When having an in-person meeting

this is easy to facilitate. Members can be excused when sensitive issues are discussed. Don thought we could consider a quarterly 

meeting. Lisa suggested it could be along the lines of a quarterly “Town Hall”. Lisa also noted that the Club would need to purchase 

a platform to host approximately 100 people like Skype or WebEx. The free versions do not offer sufficient management control

functions. Richard also commented that large meetings often need a facilitator or moderator and functions like mute all and raise 

your hand to speak. Lexi stated that her husband uses Teams for meetings for his work group. They message and send in 

questions through the Chat box. Lisa stated that the AKC uses Skype and has a moderator. Jennie has two accounts – personal 

and business. The monthly fee is not that much. Perhaps about $30 per month. These could be used for a quarterly meeting.

Jennie Chen, Judge’s Education Chair, is still working on updating the Judge’s Education update material. Down time is always a 

good time to refresh training material. She has no additional project/task updates. 

It is the Judge’s Education Committee that creates the standard and guidelines for the mentors. Is this a subset to the Committee -

Mentoring Process Committee. The Committee is Jean Shepherd, Lexi Neel, Vicki All, and Diana Heathcote can assist. Jean has 

the old application form. She will send to Diana to update. Jennie can take a picture and turn the document into Pdf. The Club 

should compare to AKC rules and guidelines. The Club needs criteria and procedural duties. There needs to be a stated 

commitment to time and standard. Kris has copy of the mentor application that was used by Donna Jones. Can people apply now? 

Do we want a non-BOD member, like Anna Wallace to join? AKC requirement is 12 years in the breed and exhibiting. Jean stated 

the English Cocker Club has more stringent rules for mentors. Perhaps she can share these with the Committee.

Vicki All stated that a member has posted on the Löwchen International Facebook site that she was being blocked from applying to

be a Club mentor. Vicki will send a letter regarding the mentor application process.

Lisa asked that if the Club is in the middle of updating and clarifying the requirements are/should we be accepting applications? Is 

the Club actually processing the application? Lexi stated that the sub-committee can get it together and then send out applications. 

No dillydallying since we have potential applicants. 

Jennie Chen opened a discussion of behavior for members on the BOD and serving on committees. The AKC states that these are 

private documents and should not be shared. Not everyone on a Committee necessarily agrees, but should support the voted-on 

decision. Lexi stated that this may require an update of the By Laws or Constitution, or perhaps in the standing rules. These are 

privileged documents and communications until they are “officially” published by the Club through meeting minutes, ByLions, or 

HeadLions. This creates a community of distrust for the BOD or Committee. Jean suggestions having BOD members mail in 

agreements. Alexia commented that the Corso Club has an agreement for BODs and committee members. Jean suggest having it 

written into the Standing Rules. Alexia stated that the Club could also place this in the Code of Ethics – which might be the most 

appropriate document for it. All members sign the Code of Ethics when joining the club and by so signing agree to abide by these

rules. Alexia will find verbiage from Corso Club. 

Next the BOD discussed the issues with a Club member who has written multiple emails threatening to sue various members. The 

BOD has now received an unsportsmanlike behavior charge on this same member. The member has stated that the BOD and Club 

are discriminating against the member and not following the Constitution. 

Lisa has received numerous correspondence from a member, as she would as the Recording Secretary, but the tone and 

accusations are never-ending from this member. Member has accused Lisa of telling her the incorrect process for a nomination. 

Included this accusation in the letter to her various supporters for her nomination. Alexi, as the Nominating Committee Chair, has 

received emails from Dayle Lewis, a Nominating Committee member, and this member about Nominating Committee and slate. Don 

asked what more can the Club do? Do we need to respond in any other way? The member also wanted the ByLions to be 

republished with her name on the slate even though she did not meet the deadline. Alexia has asked this member if she would mind

her letter of intent to be published. (Alexia wants to publish all letters of intent from all candidates. Or candidates could send in 

biographies of what each candidate has done for the breed and Club. She will wait until October 01 to publish.) 

The BOD discussed the unsportsmanship complaint filed. The BOD has agreed that it is of sufficient merit to warrant further review. 
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Jennie Chen made a motion that the BOD accept this member complaint as a legitimate complaint and should go to the Hearing 

Committee. Diana Heathcote seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

To address the unsportsmanlike behavior complaint, the BOD will re-establish the Hearing Committee from the last complaints. The

Committee members are as follows: Doc Iverson, Jean Shepherd, and Lisa Brown. Don thought this was a good choice. It provides

consistency on the Committee and members who know how to go about the review. They handled the previous ones professionally. 

They have treated the previous issues equally and fairly. Jean stated that this same member has posted inflammatory words about 

numerous Club members and the Board. Don suggest that just as any member, if a BOD member feels offend or that it is 

unsportsmanlike behavior, they too should file an official complaint against this member. The perception is to handle the same with 

all complaints. Jean suggested a review of the AKC website which has several documents to assist with Club issues and 

disagreements. She believes it is called “Working it Out”. For the AKC, two of the 3 most common issues are Club By Laws and co-

ownership of dogs.  The Club could seek other methods of conflict resolution – mediator, parliamentarian, and/or lawyer. These 

would be costs to the Club.

Diana Heathcote discussed members who block other members. When you block people on FaceBook not everyone can see your 

posts on the group sites. Jennie stated that she has spoken with a member(s) regarding blocking. When blocking people on 

Facebook all members of the group cannot see this member’s posts. This member has the right on FaceBook, but appears to be 

blocking several LCA members, that’s why this member is always complaining that she is being blocked by the Club. The Club is

not blocking members. Diana and Alexia both stated they are blocked by this member. The Nomination slate and ByLions are being 

posted by Diana and Alexia this is probably what is occurring and creating issues for viewing for this member. That is why the 

member cannot see all the posts. Lisa stated that this is not a “Club” rule, but members should be aware of how Facebook works. If 

you block people you cannot see their posts. Jennie suggested the Club post guidelines for FaceBook. Kris suggested that they be 

posted in the next ByLions.  Constant Contact is by email so all members with email addresses should have no problem seeing this 

communication. Members can get Club information via three ways: FaceBook, email/Constant Contact, snail mail. Alexia asked if 

the Code of ethics will be updated to include FaceBook or social media behavior. 

Diana Heathcote has taken on the duties of the Bylions and HeadLions,. The BOD needs to officially vote Diana into the Editor’s 

position. Jennie Chen made a motion to accept Diana as the Editor of ByLions and HeadLions. Lisa Brown seconded the motion. 

The motion passed. 

Lexi Neel made a motion to have Diana also be the Editor of Constant Contact. Vicki All seconded the motion. The motion passed.

The HeadLions Editor and Constant Contact Editor are being transitioned to Diana since Richard Kurzawa and Kris Fletcher are not 

running for their positions in the new term. 

Don received a bill for LCA website. Please send to Jennie. She already paid the bill. 

Membership report update. No new members voted on in month of July. Two new members published in ByLions for review in July. 

Also, there is a change in membership status of Oonagh Degenhardt from Individual to Junior.

Jennie asked if the BOD is okay with voting on the on-line presentation and date via Board email. Yes. Set the date. Let’s get 

moving on the presentation. 

Lexi made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Vicki seconded the motion. The motion passed. At 7:53 pm the BOD adjourned. 
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Treasurer’s Report for Month August       Report Date:  09/01/20

Regions Bank Beginning Balance:
Square Account Beginning Balance:
PayPal Account Beginning Balance:

$32,290.89
$0.00

$1,728.01

Total Beginning Balance: $34,018.90

INCOME:
Bank Deposit during the month
Square receipts during the month
PayPal receipts during the month

$0.00
$0.00

$244.00

TOTAL INCOME: $244.00

CHECKSUM:
Subcategory Account:
Health
Trophy
Rescues
General Fund

$7,875.79
$4,487.28
$6,310.00

$15,581.05

TOTAL FUNDS ALL CATEGORIES: $34,254.12

Regions Bank Ending Balance:
Square Account Ending Balance:
PayPal Account Ending Balance:

$32,290.89
$0.00

$1,963.23

Total Ending Balance: $34,254.12

EXPENSES:
Square fees for transactions during the month
PayPal fees for transactions during the month

$0.00
$8.78

TOTAL EXPENSES: $8.78
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Helene Tinsley published a children’s book about her Löwchen, Rudy. 

Dedicated to her wonderful husband, Bobby. 

Available on Amazon. 

Illustrated by Ginger Aubert. 

Profits will go to LCA for medical research.
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Dog Title Dog Name Titled Owners Name

Rally Novice GCH CH Kiji Yield To Nothing RN FDC CGCA CGCU TKE 26-Jun-20

Diana & Sean Heathcote,  

Kim & Alicia Schmidt 

DCAT GCH CH Musicbox Infinity Star Bechamel DCAT CGC TKN 18-Jun-20 Lisa C Brown & Jerry E Davis

Scent Work Buried 

Excellent

CH OTCH Taywil's Kickin' Aster VCD3 UDX OM2 VER RAE2 

MX MXJ MJB MJP OF SWA SBE 21-Jun-20

Laura Boyce & Emmett 

Wiggins

Champion CH Mosaic's Lady Star Dust 30-Jul-20

Vicki Sanders & Tiger 

Sanders & Kay McL

BCAT Potrero's Late to the Party BCAT CGC TKN 18-Jul-20

Ron Avila & Alexia Rodriguez 

& Barb Avila

Agility Course Test 1 Potrero's Lela FCAT2 ACT1 TKN 7-Jul-20 Jenny Cuccinello

Canine Good Citizen Lamberts It's My World Now RN CGC TKN 9-Nov-19

Earlemarie Dingel & Mary A 

Murphy & Karen M Radnich

Canine Good Citizen Marquesan's Patchwork Doll At Lambert'S CGC 25-Jul-20 Earlemarie Dingel

Trick Dog Novice Lionkru Prince Lucky 7 TKN 23-Jul-20

Sharee McKenzie & Kristin 

Schmitt

Trick Dog Novice Willowcreek Castlehill Carolina Wren TKN 7-Jul-20

Ms. Karen A. Moylan & Ms. 

Lexi Neel & Ms. Christine E. 

Emerizy & Ms. Susan Tapp

Trick Dog 

Intermediate Potrero's Bear Necessities CGC TKI 7-Jul-20 Deborah Ross

Trick Dog Advanced Potrero's Bear Necessities CGC TKA 8-Jul-20 Deborah Ross

Int.,Mex.,ARBA,SKC, Multi BISS, Ch.Lowe-Ray’s Robin Hood, CD, TT, PC, ROM
Top scoring Obedience Dog and Best of Breed - 1989 Williamsport, PA

Breeder: Carole Yhlen / Owner: Earlemarie Dingel



Diana Heathcote
Palmdale, CA

socalheathcote@hotmail.com

Official publication of the 

Löwchen Club of America

Löwchen Club of America is 

the AKC Parent Club

Ch. Kismet’s Pearlbrook Andante 
Best of Breed LCA 

1999 Virginia Beach, VA 

1992

1st BOB at Westminster 2000 

after AKC breed recognition in 1999. 

Breeders: Carole Kramer & Nadine Pelleschi
Owner: Carole Kramer Pictured at Westminster

mailto:socalheathcote@hotmail.com

