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National Burger Day 

ByLions 

Has	your	phone	number,	E-mail,	or	mailing	address	changed?				Does	LCA	know	
of	these	changes	to	your	contact	information?			If	the	answer	is	NO,	take	a	few	
minutes	and	E-mail	Lisa	Brown	at	Lcbrow54@aol.com	or	Don	Roback	at		
droback@yahoo.com with you current information so you won’t miss out. 

May 30, 2016 

ByLions 
Lowchen Club of America’s 

Monthly Issue 
of the 

HeadLions 

Consider	advertising	 in	Headlions.	 For	a	very	reasonable	cost	your	

wins	are	published	in	the	Breed	magazine	and	distributed	not	only	

to	 all	 members	 BUT	 to	 over	 125	 Non-sporting	 Judges	 in	 both	 the	

US	and	Canada!	I	have	been	told	by	several	Judges	how	much	they	

like	 receiving	 breed	 club	 magazines.	 Ads	 need	 to	 be	 ready	 for	

publishing	 in	 PDF	 or	 JPG	 -	 please	 reduce	 size	 of	 pictures	 for	 web	

publishing.	 	 I’m	 Currently	working	 on	 the	 June	 issue,	 deadline	 for	

advertising	May	31st. 

Thank	you		

Gillian		
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WELCOME  
to the newest branches in our tree! 

Richard Kurzawa, 
Sue Heckart, Teresa Lynne Collum, Mary Busch, 

and Gini Denninger 
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                              THEY’RE STARS by Bonnie Shelmandine 

About Our Breed 
Where would our breed be without the breeders who work VERY hard to bring those adorable puppies 

into the world?  This month, ByLions profiles Potrero Kennel’s Alexia Rodriguez. 
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How did you first decide on 
a Lowchen? 

I grew up showing and breeding 
Japanese Chins with my 
mom.  While I loved my Chins 
and still have a great 
appreciation for that breed, I 
always felt that they were my 
Mom's breed of dog and not 
mine.  When I was looking at 
another small breed of dog I 
wanted a versatile, sturdy, 
trainable and friendly outgoing 
dog that wouldn’t be scared of 
my Cane Corsos.  I also wanted 
a breed of dog I could compete 
in performance with as well as 
conformation without a ton of 
coat care.  The Lowchen was 
just perfect! 
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Where did your kennel 
name come from? 

Potrero is also our kennel 
name for the Corsos. When 
Gabe and I met, we lived in 
San Francisco in a 
neighborhood called Potrero 
Hill.  Potrero refers to pasture 
and Potrero Hill used to be 
home to a herd of goats.  We 
had our first Corso and my 
Chins and German Shorthair 
Pointer when we lived in 
Potrero Hill so we felt calling 
our kennel name Potrero was 
very apt. 

Who has been your 
biggest influence in the 
breed? 
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By far it’s Gillian Robertson.  She 
allowed me to co-own my 
baby Beatrice and has been 
my go-to person for any and 
all questions I have regarding 
the breed.  Gillian has been 
and is the mentor I had 
always hoped for.  A close 
second to Gillian is Donna 
Jones.  Donna whelped the 
litter that Beatrice came from 
and she has also provided a 
ton of support and advice. 

Who are your top 5 
Lowchen and why? 

I need to be in the breed 
longer! 

 

What are the biggest 
problems in the breed 
today? 

Litter size!  I feel while they 
are very rare, when you do 
have inquiries from 
potentially wonderful 
homes, we can't even begin 
to produce enough pups to 
meet the small demand that 
there is.  Of course being a 
rare breed is also a 
blessing and a curse but I 
feel if our litter sizes were 
larger we'd be able to at 
least meet the demand of 
the folks that DO want them 
and would make an 
excellent home. 

If you missed the National Agility Championship (NAC) in March you 
missed a weekend of excitement.   The NAC is a two-day event with three 

rounds of competition.  The cumulative score of the three rounds determines 
eligibility to compete in the Finals.  Our little lioness Murphy Brown and the Lion King 

Dino both ran in the 12” division, which also includes Shelties, Miniature Poodles, and a  
variety of terriers.    

After the third round, not only did Don Roback’s Dino qualify to compete in the Finals, out of the 181 dogs that ran, he was NUMERO UNO.  
Because Dino was rank #1 he was last to run.  I can only imagine the excitement at the trial site but for me, sitting in my living-room miles away 
watching the live stream on my computer, I was on pins and needles watching the amazing runs prior to Dino.   Finally the “D”s were at the start 
line… I held my breath while they ran.   
Thank you Don, Dino, Dave, and Murphy for showing Agility enthusiast what an amazing partner the Löwchens are. Oh for those that didn’t watch, 
Dino’s tail knocked a bar, which may have been a blessing because the very last bar came down too.  The two faults put Dino in the 11th 
spot and little miss Murphy finished up 77th.                                                                     
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