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New Member Candidate
This notification meets Article 1 Section 3 of the Bylaws: Application information should be published in the Headlions, and 

members of the Löwchen Club of America, Inc. will be given 30 days to comment on the applicant via letters to the 
Recording Secretary (Jennie Chen). If a negative letter is received, it is passed onto the board as well as to the applicant 

and a further 30 days is provided for response by the applicant. If no negative letters are received within the 30 days, then
the applicant’s name is submitted to the Board for Approval.
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Hallie Ustaszewski

Full Individual 

Membership

Reading, PA

Breeds: Lowchen and 

Portuguese Water 

Dog

Ever bred a litter? No

Shown a dog to a 

breed CH title? No

Trained in companion 

events? Yes

Sponsors: Rhonda 

Croxton & Kat Roll

Karen Douglas

Associate 

Membership

Worton, MD

Breeds: Lowchen and 

Portuguese Water 

Dog

Ever bred a litter? No

Shown a dog to a 

breed CH title? Yes

Trained in companion 

events? Yes

Sponsors: Not 

needed for Associate 

membership

Bailey Alexander

Full Individual 

Member

Chandler, AZ

Breeds: Lowchen

Ever bred a litter? No

Shown a dog to a 

breed CH title? No

Trained in companion 

events? Yes

Sponsors: Dana 

Alexander and Beth 

Sternitzky

Dr.s Jessica & 

Arthur Greenwood 

Family Membership

Hollywood, MD

Breeds: Lowchen

Ever bred a litter? No

Shown a dog to a 

breed CH title? No

Trained in companion 

events? No

Sponsors: Dana 

Alexander and Beth 

Sternitzky

Harley Almond

Full Individual 

Member

Webster, NY

Breeds: Lowchen

Ever bred a litter? 

Yes

Shown a dog to a 

breed CH title? No

Trained in companion 

events? No

Sponsors: Dayle 

Lewis and Kris 

Fletcher

Sawyer Gleason

Full Individual 

membership

Winona, MN

Breeds: Lowchen, 

Chinese Crested and 

mix

Ever bred a litter? No

Shown a dog to a 

breed CH title? Yes

Trained in companion 

events? Yes

Sponsors: Jean 

Shepherd and Kat 

Roll

Sheila Dake

Full Individual 

Membership

Iberia, MO

Breeds: Lowchen, 

standard poodle, 

yorkie, chihuahua

Ever bred a litter? No

Shown a dog to a 

breed CH title? No

Trained in companion 

events? No

Sponsors: Vicki All 

and Kat Roll

Hunter Richardson & 

William Chrzanowski

Family Membership

Leesburg NJ

Breeds: Lowchen, 

Chesapeake Bay 

Retriever & German 

Shorthaired Pointer

Ever bred a litter? Yes

Shown a dog to a 

breed CH title? Yes

Trained in companion 

events? Yes

Sponsors: Lexi Neel &

Kat Roll
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Secretary’s Corner

Submitted by Recording Secretary, Lisa Brown.

The new club parliamentarian

Chris Dickey has been credentialed as a Professional Registered Parliamentarian by the National 
Association of Parliamentarians (NAP) since 2002.  She served two terms on the board of directors 
for NAP and currently serves on the board of directors of the Missouri State Association of 
Parliamentarians. Chris has also conducted evaluation courses for those seeking to attain or retain 
credentials as a Professional Registered Parliamentarian. She served eight years as the treasurer for 
the Lester L. Dahms Memorial Foundation, which provides educational workshops in parliamentary 
law.  Chris is a graduate of Purdue University and completed a certificate program in Mediation at 
the University of Missouri Law School.

Chris lives in St. Louis, Missouri and works full-time as a professional parliamentarian and a 
mediator. Besides serving a wide variety of nonprofit organizations she has worked with more than 
20 AKC breed clubs as a meeting parliamentarian, consultant to the board of directors, ballot 
counter, advisor on disciplinary hearings, and a bylaws specialist. Please visit Chris’ website at 
www.parlaimantarian-chris-dickey.com.

The timeframe has now ended for nominations from the floor to run for the LCA Board of Directors. 
The Club has received nominations from the floor. 
The Club will hold an election for the 2021 LCA Board of Directors. Watch for your ballot after 
October 15.
The LCA Board of Directors will be employing an independent third party to tally the votes. Follow 
the directions and return your ballot in a timely manner.
Visit the Club's online store for the 2021 National specialty merchandise. In addition the great shirts 
and sweatshirts, face masks have been to the site. Take a look https://lowchen-club-of-
america.spiritsale.com/

Lisa Brown
Recording Secretary

Dogs are our link to paradise. They don't know evil or jealousy or discontent. To sit with a dog on a hillside on a glorious 
afternoon is to be back in Eden, where do nothing was not boring - it was peace. Milan Kundera
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4Submitted by Corresponding Secretary, Jennie Chen.
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If you have something to celebrate or share? Please send to Diana at socalheathcote@hotmail.com 5

Venti earned her Dock Senior (DS) at Tonopaws No April Showers NADD qualifier event, and 
Majik earned her Dock Junior (DJ). Both earned an invite to Nationals and will participate in 

the Regional finals in October.

Jäger
GCH Kristarz My Shout for Potrero TKN

is now a GRAND CHAMPION. 
Owned by Alexia and Vicki Ronchette

Bred by Kari Harding

Jairus
is now Guylyne Just Believe TKN.

He earned his trick dog novice title in September.
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May 27-31, 2021

Mission Circuit

Los Angeles County Fairplex 

Pomona, CA

COMMITTEES

We need volunteers to help organize the Specialty! 

Anyone interested contact Diana Heathcote socalheathcote@hotmail.com

Trophies:  Diana Heathcote

Hospitality: Diana Heathcote

Decorations:

Banquet:

Auction: Diana Heathcote

Judge’s Ed: Jennie Chen
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Limited edition 

50
th

National specialty store now Open!

More items coming. 

Find them at the club website, click on LCA National Merchandise 

https://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/

mailto:socalheathcote@hotmail.com
https://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
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TROPHIES

We are now collecting trophy contributions. 

Contact Diana Heathcote socalheathcote@hotmail.com with questions.

Trophy Donations

Payment: Go to the club website and click on Trophy Donations

https://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/trophy-donations.html

or check made out to LCA and mailed to

Richard Kurzawa/LCA Trophy Fund 

12685 Dorsett Rd. PMB 190, Maryland Heights, MO 63043

Email your questions to Diana Heathcote socalheathcote@hotmail.com

Class                                                 Amt       National     Regional        Amt        Suptd Suptd Suptd

General Fund $__________

Please include your name and/or kennel name as you want listed to thank you.
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mailto:socalheathcote@hotmail.com
https://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/trophy-donations.html
mailto:socalheathcote@hotmail.com
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Löwchen grooming; Asian Fusion
By Diana Heathcote

CaliKij ©2019 Diana Heathcote
All Rights Reserved

Asian Fusion basics; The sides of the head are taken very short. Thin between the eyes from corners 
making an upside-down V. The muzzle is the widest point of the face and is oval. The chin is also cut 
shorter than the sides of the muzzle. To achieve this look; leave long from corner of the eye to comb 

over. The rest is shaved short including the ears. You can add color or leave ears long if preferred. 

To achieve this look; keep your oval muzzle. 
Make top of head into a triangle. Shave ears 

clean and short. 

Don’t be afraid to be creative and use color, bows, top knots, braids, pigtails. Remember it is just hair.

Issue 10 / Volume 5October 2020



Issue 10 / Volume 5October 2020

If you have something to celebrate or share? Please send to Diana at socalheathcote@hotmail.com 9

What Benefit is There to Genetic Screening Our Lowchen?
By Kat Roll & Rhonda Croxton, PhD, Cellular & Molecular Biology - Sylvan Myst Lowchen

Some of you may have seen chats on Facebook about genetic screening in Lowchen, and some are stating that breeders are depending on 

it to make breeding decisions in their programs. We can understand how there could be some confusion, so we wanted to take some time 

to explain to the best of our ability what we can and can't achieve with genetic screening in our breed right now.

We really can’t use genetic screening with any reliability in Lowchen because we have such a small sample of dogs to assess. At this time, 

there are absolutely zero breed-specific tests available to us. However, what we can do is use genetic screening as a tool to observe trends 

among related Lowchen who’ve been tested to identify lines carrying certain markers. Whether those markers are indicative of any true 

condition in Lowchen hasn’t been determined with any certainty, but it’s information that we now have that we didn’t before. 

Some genetic code is common across many breeds of dog, as every breed is part of the same species. This is why a genetic marker that is 

known to be associated with a particular condition in another breed can show up as a marker in Lowchen even though the exact gene(s) 

haven’t been conclusively identified for Lowchen. Also, the extent to which a gene is expressed can vary from breed to breed and from 

individual to individual, so a genetic marker that causes a devastating consequence in one breed may be insignificant in another breed. 

Furthermore, some conditions need several different markers to be expressed together for the dog to actually develop the condition. DNA 

screening is still relatively new, and a rare breed such as ours is going to be slower to see real advantages from it because of our smaller 

sample size. 

There are several companies offering genetic screening for dogs at various price points. We have decided to use Embark as a tool and are 

currently in the process of screening all our Lowchen who have or may contribute to our breeding program. One reason why we chose 

Embark is because they keep any DNA submitted to them on file forever and rerun it periodically to look for markers that could have been 

discovered after the sample was submitted. As these markers do pop up, we can track our dogs (and puppies we have produced) for life to 

see if the condition that the marker represents actually affects the dog at any point in their lifetime. It is through watching these trends over 

the years, and relaying that information back to Embark, that we may start to see how we can use this information for future breeding plans. 

For now, this is just a process for information gathering, with the hope that it may be helpful to us in the future.  

Another point of interest for which we like to examine the data from our Embark screening is to understand the color genetics that our 

breeding dogs carry. Some of the color genetics in our breed remain a mystery (eg, the elusive, seemingly recessive, “nonfade” gene), but 

some things can be identified with tools like Embark (ie, does my dog carry the possibility of producing brown/chocolate or not?). We all 

know that Lowchen litters are, to quote Forrest Gump’s mama, “like a box of chocolates…you never know what you’re gonna get”…but 

knowing what the sire/dam carry in their color genetics can provide some hints.

Genetic Screening for PRA in Lowchen?

One of the most common genetic conditions in Lowchen that we hope to see a genetic test for someday is PRA (Progressive Retinal 

Atrophy). PRA is a common name for several different conditions that behave similarly, so even when there is a confirmed genetic test for 

Lowchen, it probably won't cover all variations of the disease and will only be a step in the right direction. Despite significant efforts by the 

Lowchen Club of America (LCA) and its membership, we have yet to identify any genetic markers for PRA that are specific to our breed.

Having said that, commercially available genetic screening kits (like Embark) do include many PRA markers that have been associated with 

the condition in other breeds. Whether any of these markers overlap with those causing PRA in Lowchen is not known, but very well could, 

given the fact that canine DNA contains a great deal of similarity from one breed to another. Currently, Embark screens for 13 different 

markers that associate with PRA in other breeds, and one of these markers, “Progressive Retinal Atrophy – crd4/cord1” looks like it could 

correlate with one type of PRA that affects Lowchen. If a dog has inherited one copy of one of these markers, Embark notes this and alerts 

the owner that the dog is a “carrier” at this genetic locus. If a dog has inherited 2 copies of the same marker, Embark alerts the owner that 

the dog may be “at risk” of the condition. We know of one Lowchen who had been diagnosed by CERF testing as having PRA whose 

Embark test came back “at risk” of PRA at the crd4/cord1 locus (ie, inherited 2 copies of “Progressive Retinal Atrophy – crd4/cord1”). 

Therefore, it is possible that this genetic marker, crd4/cord1, which was originally identified in the Miniature Longhaired Dachshund, may be 

similar enough in Lowchen that the Embark test is picking up this similarity and identifying this genetic mutation as a potential marker for 

PRA in our breed. It is important to note, however, that this is not sufficient evidence to draw any conclusions about the possible association 

of crd4/cord1 mutations and PRA diagnosis in Lowchen, it is merely an observed correlation in one affected dog (so far). 

We also know of another Lowchen who has been diagnosed with PRA via CERF examination who tested “clear” at this crd4/cord1 locus 

through Embark, so this tells us that there is at least one form of PRA for which Lowchen are susceptible that is not related to a crd4/cord1 

genetic mutation. That is, if the crd4/cord1 locus is a true marker for one form of PRA that affects Lowchen (and we don’t know that it is), 

there is at least one other form of PRA that affects our breed that is independent of the genetic mutation in the crd4/cord1 gene.  
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If you have something to celebrate or share? Please send to Diana at socalheathcote@hotmail.com 10

Regardless of what the Embark results are for Lowchen at crd4/cord1, all Lowchen who have been or may be bred should undergo routine 

CERF examinations throughout their lifetimes so that we can acquire all possible information about the eye health of these dogs. Breeders 

must continue to scrutinize pedigrees and do what’s best for their breeding programs with as much information as they can gather, and in 

our opinion, Embark testing simply provides additional information to us, it does not replace necessary CERF screening, pedigree research, 

or any other data we may use to inform our breeding decisions.

Genetic Coefficient of Inbreeding (COI)

Genetic screening can also provide information about the inbreeding coefficient (COI) of the dogs in a breeding program. In general terms, 

the greater the COI, the greater the number of ancestors the sire and dam have in common, thereby reducing the genetic diversity of the 

offspring. For example, assuming no common ancestors between a mating pair, an animal mated to its own parent (eg, sire x daughter) 

yields a COI of 25%. Many Lowchen that have been tested with Embark have COIs >25% -- this was an alarming finding for us. Generally 

speaking, COIs >10% are considered concerning, but, per the Embark website, there is no defined limit as to what is an 

acceptable/unacceptable level of inbreeding in domestic animal populations. For rare breeds in small numbers like the Lowchen, a higher 

COI is often seen, and this can lead to what is known as inbreeding depression. Inbreeding depression is a term to describe the reduced 

performance and viability of a breed due to the increase in COI, which often manifests initially as a reduction in reproductive fitness. Overall, 

we are fortunate to have a very healthy and sound breed in the Lowchen, but we wonder if a high COI may be to blame for the smaller litter 

sizes we’ve seen in the breed in recent years. We definitely feel that this is something that, as breeders, we all need to study more closely. It 

is of critical importance that we work together to improve the genetic diversity of this breed that we all love so much, and the most obvious 

way may be to work to include diverse bloodlines via importing/exporting. However, because of the historical origin of the breed it may not 

be possible to dramatically improve our COIs even with imported dogs from very different bloodlines, but we should examine pedigrees 

closely and pay attention to COI data to do what we can to prevent the consequences of inbreeding depression.  

At this time, genetic screening holds excitement and hope for future possibilities, but whether or not a breeder chooses to incorporate 

genetic screening into their plans does not make them any more or less of a responsible breeder. The LCA is not endorsing it as part of the 

club recommended health testing because it cannot provide any reliable conclusions for any health-related matter at this time. 

So Then, Why Bother Doing Genetic Screening?

For us, the answer is simply a matter of increasing the amount of information we have about the dogs we’re including (or planning to 

possibly include) in our breeding program AND knowing that we’re doing our part to contribute to the overall repository of genetic information 

for Lowchen. Eventually we hope that there will be sufficient Lowchen data to allow for meaningful conclusions to be drawn. We are not 

using this information in a vacuum to make breeding decisions and we are in no way advertising it as meaningful to people looking to add a 

puppy to their home. Every breeder will have to decide for him/herself whether they think it’s worth it to invest in having this type of 

information, but as we learn more about what these genetic variations mean, the more meaningful the data will become. As the data become 

more meaningful, we hope to be able to look back at the information and have a better understanding of what traits have been passed down 

throughout the generations of our bloodlines so that we will have a point of reference for what will need attention to improve the future for 

this wonderful breed.

PS – Forewarned is Forearmed…

We would also like to take this opportunity to strongly encourage breeders to incorporate the LCA-recommended health testing into their 

breeding programs as a means of increasing the available knowledge of what is being contributed into the future generations of the breed. In 

our opinion, breeding without health testing is like navigating an obstacle course while wearing a blindfold. To do the best job we can for the 

betterment of the future of this breed, we should want to arm ourselves with and share as much information about our breeding stock as we 

can – selflessly and only with the goal of preserving this breed and maintaining its overall healthy nature for future generations. One way 

that we can work toward this goal is by performing the LCA-recommended health testing before making any breeding decisions for our 

Lowchen.

Currently the LCA (in conjunction with the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals [OFA]) recommends the following health testing for all 

Lowchen breeding stock:

• Eye Examination (CERF) – after 12 months of age with repeated evaluations recommended every 2 years for the life of the Lowchen

• OFA Evaluation of Hips – after the age of 2 years

• OFA Evaluation of Patellas – after the age of 1 year

Lowchen meeting these health screening requirements will be issued a Canine Health Information Center (CHIC) number through the OFA. 

Per the OFA website, to qualify for a CHIC number, all results must be entered into the OFA database and available to the public so that 

breeders can make more informed breeding decisions. 

* Although the authors use Embark for the genetic screening of their Lowchen, they do not endorse any genetic screening platform over any other. The 

mention of Embark was merely to share their personal experience and should not be perceived as an endorsement for Embark.
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Materials:
7″ round paper box
various colors of felt
cotton batting
color scrapbook paper
3/4″ elastic
scissors
needle
thread
glue gun

Make Time: 1 Hour
1. Using one portion of the box, measure it on your pup and mark the width of its back. Cut away 
two arched portions so it will fit onto your dog’s back.
2. On either side, cut two slits wide enough to insert the elastic.
3. Hot glue the felt of your choice around the edge of the round box.
4. Stuff with cotton batting to keep shape. Use a needle and thread to gather to form the top of the 
cupcake. (make as tall or short as you prefer) Trim excess.
5. Fold paper accordion style and glue to side of box cutting where necessary. 
6. To make icing, cut out wavy spiral and glue every inch or two to secure.
7. Cut out tiny bits of felt for sprinkles and glue onto icing.
8. Insert and secure elastic in slits with needle and thread.

DIY Canine Corner
Doggie Cupcake Costume
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