From Mary Billman

Attention Attention Attention Attention

Now that I have your attention, I’d like to announce that it is 7 months, 21 days, 20 hours, 6 min. and 2 seconds till the 2009 Lowchen Club of American Regional and 7 months, 22 days, 10 hours, 20 minutes and 8 seconds ( give or take a bit) till the Lowchen Club of America National Specialty. To save you time calculating when this is....let me help you. It is Sept. 24 and 25, 2009. In light of this upcoming event, I’d like to suggest you start saving your money NOW for the trip to Southfield, Michigan for this wonderful event. It is going to be at the Wyndham Hotel in Southfield, Mi. at the junction of I -96 and Telegraph Rd. If this sounds familiar to those of you who went to the 2003 Specialty, you have a good memory but you will barely recognize the hotel now. It is undergoing a massive renovation. It used to be the Holiday Inn but will be the Wyndham Hotel and Conference Center. The renovations are supposed to be finished by April and I’m dying to see it. I’m in Florida right now till some time in March so can’t visit it till I get back. 

The hotel has a revolving restaurant on the 14th floor for those who wish to dine there. It gives a great view of Detroit and the surrounding area. Judging will be in the ballroom for both shows. There is a wing of the hotel being reserved for us Lowchen folk with easy access to the "potty" areas and plenty of parking space for cars and Rvs etc. AND the room rates are reasonable. If we book 30 rooms, the price will be $69.00 plus tax and a one time $10.00 cleaning fee for the rooms that have dogs in them. If we don’t get 30 rooms booked, it will be $79.00 plus tax and $10.00 cleaning fee. There will be a banquet Fri. night with a rollicking auction at the hotel.

You can book rooms now (good idea). When calling, identify yourself as a member of the "dog show group" to get the better rate and help us get the 30 booked rooms. The hotel number is 248-353-7700. The hotel would like the rooms booked by Aug. 24th so we can tell if we have the necessary 30 rooms. I’m sure they would take them after the 24th but it will help us to know about the 30 rooms. 

On Sat. & Sun. following the specialty, there are two all-breed shows in Monroe, Michigan about 30 miles south and about 15 miles from the Ohio/Michigan border. Any one heading for the Ohio Turnpike will pass right by there so you might as well stop and make it a 4 show week-end. More info will be sent later when I know more about the judges, hotels etc.

The Regional Specialty will be on Wednesday evening, Sept. 24, 2009 with Michigan judge, James (Jim) Ham doing the breed classes. He is a multiple breed judge plus Obedience judge and has long enjoyed the Lowchen breed. The Sweeps will be judged by Marjorie Underwood from Ohio. She is a mainly a terrier judge but has applied for Lowchen and should be qualified to judge Lowchen this spring so hopefully we will have a good quality group of sweeps entrants to start her off on the right path. She has attended 2 judges education events and is very interested in the breed.

For the National, we are extremely lucky to have a breeder judge from England. It is Eileen Spavin Harrison . She is a licensed judge in England for Affenpinscher, Bichons Frises, Chinese Crested, Japanese Chin, Lowchen and Maltese. In England they don’t award CC’s to the Australian Silky Terrier, Bolognese, Cotons and Havanese but she is qualified to judge them in England at the shows where they are shown. Eileen has judged in Finland and Australia as well as in England. She has judged at Crufts twice....once Lowchen and the other time Australian Silky Terriers. She is an Asscessor to the UK Kennel Club for Lowchen and Bichons. Sweeps at the National will be judged by someone most of us know. She was our past president of the Lowchen Club of America....Carol Strong. Carol has been in the breed for many years and has bred and produced many champion Lowchen. So it is a great panel and well worth the trip to Michigan.

I am in need of some assistance if any of you are willing to help. The trophies for the Regional are being made and donated by Barb Fogl (thanks ever so much Barb ) and the trophies for the National are being done by my room mate, Claudia McNulty and myself. Claudia has done lots of Beardie Nationals and Regionals and has good ideas. There are many other areas where help is needed. The main one is finances. I’m quite concerned about finances as you all know the state of the economy so I would like to put forth a couple of suggestions.

1) Open a "travel" savings account now. Every pay day put something in that account so that when the specialty comes in Sept., you will be able to join us. 

2) To the best of your ability, support the National. I’m trying my darndest to keep the expenses down. I was able to get the ballroom for an extremely reasonable price...½ of what we paid in 2003. However, there are some expenses we just have to pay full price for. That’s where I need your help. If there is any kind of activity you can do to help raise money for this specialty it would be so appreciate. Perhaps you can have a garage sale and donate part of the proceeds to the specialty. Maybe get the kids to have a car wash or lemonade stand etc. I will be having a couple of fund raisers and would appreciate your support on them even if you can’t come. Also, if at any time you have an extra $5.00 or maybe even a $10.00 and don’t know what to do with it, put it in an envelope and send it to Mary Billman, 5955 Paderock, Ortonville, Mi. 48462. I will make sure it gets in the pot and you will have my undying gratitude for it and the club’s too.. 

Please remember that this is "The Lowchen Club of America National Specialty"....not my specialty so please, please, please, please support it in any way you can. I can’t do it alone. I need your help!

Thanks ever so much.

Mary Billman

